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\ TO THE Jl^^ilR. 







TAw REPORT is at present printed and circulated 
J9lr the piarpose merely of procuring further in/br^ 
mationy r^especting the state and husbandry of this 
district 9 mtft-qf enailing, cpery one int^esfed in the 
welfare of this country to examine it fully ^ and con* 
tribute his mite to its improvement* 

The Society do not deefri^ themselves pledged t9 any 
opinion given by ^^^^^^thor^- ^his v^(y^ ; o,nd they 
dtsircy that nothing contained in it be considered as 
therr ^ehtinknti rtmy-Mi^mij^^ptMished it, as the 
Report of ihe gmtlkinarlywH^^^ affixed, and 

they publish it for the comments and observations of 
ail persems^ which th^^eiitr4at t0%e given freely ,anA 
"wWioiiiWe^erte^ <^>'-^i/- • .". .••/;••>-. .... 

J^t if fhergforc^ re^sted, that the observationfs on 
reading this work may be returned to the Dublin 
Society, as soon as may be convenient, and which will 
meet witk thsJifUeU^allfpUkn^ edition. 
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STATISTICAL SURVEY 



OF THE 

COUNTY OF WEXFORD, 

PART I. ^ 

qEOOHAPHICAL STATE AND C.IRXJUMSTANCES. 

Sect. l. Situation and Extent. 

THE county of Wexford is situated in the pro- 
vince of Leinster, and is the south-eastern division 
of thit province, and consequently of Ireland ; 
fornriing the extreme angle of the island^ opposite 
to the southern part of the principality of Wales, 
' froni which it is separated, on the east, by St. 
George*s channel. 

On the south, also, it is bounded by the sea or 

, part of the Atlantic ocean, stretching from th^ 

entrance of St. George's channel to the spacious 

> bay, Avhich forms the harbour of Waterford, by 

* B which 
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Mrhich bay or harbour, and the navigable river 
Barrow, and part of the Suir, it is bounded on the 
west. Being thus surrounded oh the east an4 south 
by the sea, and on the west by the bay or harbour of 
Waterford, and the rivers Suir and Barrow, this 
county becomes almost a peninsula, separated by 
these deep rivers from the counties of Waterford 
and Kilkenny, and, on the north and north-east, it 
IS separated from the counties of Carlow and Wick- 
low by formidable ranges of stupendous mountains, 
through which there are only two passes, one by 
the sea side at Arklow, another by Scholloogh-gap, 
to the county of Carlow. 

These mountains on the side of the county of 
Wicklow extend from Siyeeve-Bwee, on the bor- 
ders of that county, which is a beautiful conical 
hill, covered with verdure; the ridge continuing to 
the valley, through which the rivei; Slaney flows, and 
which divides this range from one of far greater 
extent and magnitude. This other range, which 
divides the county of Wexford from the county of 
Carlow, is composed of the high mountains of 
Mount* Leinster and BlacLstairs; three remarkable 
pointed summits of \yhich are distinguished by the 
name of, The Leaps of Ossian*s greyhounds. Thus 
situated, adjacent to the principality of Wales, and 
nearly opposite to the mouth of Bristol channel, the 
county of Wexford presented great advantages to 

the 
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the English invaders of Ireland in the reign of 
Henry II., and formed the seat of the first English 
colonists, who established themselves in Ireland, and 
who, from the natural strength of this district, and 
its being so much separated from the rest of Ireland, 
ba^fe maintained themselves morfe unmixed with 
fthe^iborigines, than in any other district in the south 
and west of this island. 

The county of Wexford extends '3S miles in 
leAgth, and 24 miles id breadth; \t contains 315,396 
plantation acres, or 397^525 English statute acres. 
Of this extent,- however,^ ialh is not ecJtiaHy advan- 
tageous in point of fertility, of the proximity of the 
means <)f increasing that fertility ; ^ the maritime 
distrktB. heivif^much the advantage; in boithi rfespects," 
of - tl)ose< ^hkh stre situated mdre to the ii1terT6r. 
On the sGiuth, partkulaHy, there is an eixtcnstVd'' 
dieOriet, separat«6d from the test of the county by a ^ 
chain of rndt^ntains, called the nnountains of Forth, 
vf^ich distfidt is named the baronies of ' Forth iamd ^ 
Bargie, and ife much superior. in point of fertility,^ 
abundance of marie, and other manure,' to the d^her 
pasts I'of the county. The whole' of'the icourity, 
extept this district, is much studded with single 
^ inountains, some of thein of considerable height, all 
of them composed of secondary strata, chiefly' 
sehistose argiliite; the mountain of Forth consists 
o( bbrnstotie.^^ 

3 2 Sect* 
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r ,Sect» 2. Division^. 

The county of Wexford is iWided into eiigbt 
baronies, viz. Gorey, 3ftllagbecn^ ScarewM^b* .' 
Bantry, Sbelburne, ^bdmaliere, Bargie, and Fof^ : 
It contains 142 parishes, and two . borciugbs, W^tr' 
ford and N^^ j,Rqss, sendin^^^^fch pnc mqipber; to 
this House of Cpmmons in thp Impipri^l parii^m^Bt ; 
during the If'isjh ^parliaoieiU it-6ei)t..^xte^ii-n^ember8. 

Witli. regard, to the pc)litica4 divi^ioQs ioto bar. 
ronies, and the ^^ccjoi^a^fic^l diriipioii uitio pfirisbe»» - 
no inapprcant djedp^Uoi^ arises ^esp^tiog tljie v^Ialire ': 
improvemenjL of these nomiaal divisiai^& of t^jot&rj^ .^ 
Chance,, ; or pirqum^tances long fprg^^ten, ofteii; > 
h^ve givien jjr.ise^:to tjie bpupds xrf ifboslB dfrvbidnai^ 
o^h^r coi^siderafcions^ ipust be referned ti9, in con-': 
sic^erinj ,tbe r}atf3r;al, geography of ^a '©ounUry, in > 
ofdi^r tQ.f^un^ .therepn an in^ertigaljion jRe%pfictL\ng' 
it&, present stati^9f| imprayeroent, and the. me^«i» orf ! 
it3.ftttur^^dva^qe;px€^^t. ' . ;. 

Jn.^ijsresppct.itl^^ county of We^f^rd aflFoird*;; 
sp^ac. strcpogxljar^cters of distinctiiM), vritii r^anrd tor . 
its capability jof itnprovehien^. ': 

In the first place, the >wh|oie of i^ eastern and 
southern maritioie frontier pre^nts a. dtsttict at 
great extent, in many parts consisting of a deep 

alluTial 
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aillpvia) aoU well ifdapted for tjHage, aboif^jng inr 
various species of m^x\»y cakareous saod^ aod, ii| 
some sitiMitiorw, linjestone^ all pf. which, together 
with the «9a weeds tbr.owQ lapqn t\v^ coast, ar^ founi} 
to affprd 4mple returns Cpr the ii^dustry o£ ami^ 
directed even, a$ ,itis by very litxie skill, although 
that skill is exercised with incredible. ioduHrjr., pi^rr 
^ticuUrly in the soiUhern and sgu^ljheasteFii part of 
;tbis4Utriot. ;: 

In tbp inprc int^n^ parts ^of the; Apufity the .rijriir 

JSUney, traversing the -cpuntry in 'a 4if ectip^: froifi 

nortb-ir^ to . sooth^east, lawf^ ^^^ i^ difitfict ^ 

'9!^^ beauty aniii(^n;i|ity on both Md|^s.<)f h^ v^rdwt 

,hai)ks; Eastward frooi this river, an extensive 

district stretct^e^ ^o the :sea-ooasl|; aboiiocUng ifi 

inai'le, and .prod active in grain. This district include 

thel>^roirf^ of l3aUagl>eejQ^ Goreyy an4 part cf Scare- 

Wfilsh ; it i3, in a jp^^rtpf the oorth, low and flat ; towards 

; the south, ha^^v,er, it ri^QS into many :|^ptly ^w-dlijag 

,jbitls>with so^e i)eautiful vatleis. The whole of the 

rocks are secondary js^raU> and the low >aad fift 

'gxounds alluvial^ 

. This cli^tria toxms about one siocth part of the 

<;0linty, and we shall name it the £a^m dtstricU 

Wve have alrjeady mentioned the so«iihern <listrict 
separated by the chain of motuntainwsgrov^nd, called 
the moiQAtain of forth, fr'Om the r^t of tins county. 

Thii 
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This includes the baronies of Forth and Bargie, 
coBamonly called the English baronies. 

This ' district, inclcliding both baronies, forms also 
about one sixth part of tbe county of Wexford, viz. 
fifty thousand plantation acres, or about 63,177 
English statute acres, -and may be'named the southern 
or English district. - ' 

The remaining part df the county, consisting d{ 
l%elburne, Bantry, and part of Scarewahh, is tiot ib 
laviduhibly circumstanced, cbntainihg little iriatle, 
but it has the advantage of beitig abl^ to^ p^rdcurte 
'limestone from the counfies of Kilkenny' and Carlbw, 
iind it contains abundance of turf, in * which the 
southern and eastern distncts are deficient. A very 
rich marie is also fbund in the bed of the river SuJr 
and Barrow, together with, abundance of calcareous 
or shell-sand near Duncanrion Fort. The soil is 
clayey loam, and gravelly, but^ when properly under- 
drained and oianured with lime, or river marie and 
sand, produces excellent crops. Some districts, as 
the Hook, are in a high state of cultivation. 

All the farmers, who have leases, exhibit great 
proofs of industry, and are now generally- intro- 
ducing red clover as a green crop, although they 
have not gone into turnips, rapp, or vetches, except 
in a few instances, where such success has followed 
as b likely to make them generally adopted. 

Sect. 



OF THE COUNTY OF WEXF6RD. i 

Sect. 3. Climate. 

The whole extent of Ireland in a meridian line 
being not above four degrees of latitude, the differ- 
ence of climate cannot^ from any great difference of 
temperature, sensibly affect the operations of agricuU 
ture in the southern parts mo|;e than in the northern. 
Any difference mu$t be occasioned, where it.sub^ists, 
chiefly by the elevation of the land, and its situatioa 
with respect to the ocean. 

Thus, therefore^ in the county of Wexford, parti- 
cularly in the eastern and southern districts, lying 
quite open to the sea, the temperature is milder than 
that of the adjoining counties of Carlow and Kil- 
kenny. In these districts' snow seldom, lies, and in 
winter it is found that the ground may be ploughed, 
and the fields are in some degree verdant^ while the 
lands ten miles from the sea are bound with frost, 
and the elevated parts white with snow. 

The southern district of the county of Wexford, 
lying low and entirely open to the Atlantic, is subject 
to storms in the spring and autunln, and to heavy rains 
in winter. To remedy this in some measure, their 
enclosures are generally small, and the ridges, parti- 
cularly for their, winter crops of -wheat and beans', 
fortned high and round, to prevent the soil from 
being washed away by the violence of the fain and 

. storms 
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storms^ which are more freqbent ip autQinn and win- 
iet than in the spring months. 

In comparison with the adjacent parts of Wales, 
'^s far as we had occasion t6 observe, the harvest iti 
the soathern parts of the county of Wexford is full 
as early, and rather eaflier. 

In the autumn of Il9^} I found that the harvest 
in the county of Wexford was finished before that 
•of the neighbourhood of Haverford-west and Caer- 
'martheny in' South Wales^ and even of Barnstaple in 
the north of the cotinty of Devon. In the county of 
Wexford the harvest is always earlier in a district, 
called the Hook, than in other parts- of the county, 
which is a peninsula entirely open to the ocean, and 
Tery little elevated above it. The whole of this 
peninsula, which is about five miles in length and a 
tnile broad, is situated on the bay forming the. 
harbour of Waterford ; the subsoil of compact lime- 
stone, with a very thin layer of earth on its surface. 
It produces grasses of wonderful luxuriance, and both 
wheat and barley of superior excellence. Samples, 
whfch we have seen of both, d6 not appear to us in-' 
ferior to those of Bedfordshire, with which it is 
situated nearly in the same latitude. 

From an opportunity of nearly ten years attention 
to the climate of this county and other parts of 
Ireland, the same observation attaches itself to the 
greatest part of the. island, nor have we been able to 

find 
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find that there is such an excess of moisture or want 
of beat, as to render it unfavourable to the ripening 
the seeds of corn, when sown on land properly pre- 
pared by good tillage, and well manured. In very 
moist seasons no doubt, the leaf-buds, as has been 
observed by Dr. Darwin, of grass and corn as well 
as of trees and perennial vegetables grow too luxuri- 
antly, and the flowers, and consequently fruits and 
seeds are later, and contain more aqueous and less 
mucilaginous and saccharine mattei". 

On the contrary in dry seasons the leaf-buds are 
less vigorous, and therefore in less quantity, as to 
the crops of hay, and the quantity of straw ; but the 
fruits and seeds ripen earlier, and are of more grateful 
flavour and more nutritious. 

The excess of beat is, however, seldom such in this 
climate as to be much injurious to vegetation. Last 
year, 1803, there was much heat and a long conti- 
nuance of drought, sathat many of the springs dried 
up, and even some of the rivulets in different parts 
of this count}'. The crops of grass, and particularly 
of hay, were very deficient, the straw also short, but 
the crops of corn uncommonly productive, so that in 
many parts of the baronies of Forth and Bargie the 
barley produced fifteen and twenty barrels to the 
Irish acre,' whereas in 1802, which was a wet sum-' 
mer, the saipe lands did not produce above twelve 
and fifteen barrels. In the harvest of that year, 
c ' however. 
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however,' I observed that a great part of the defici- 
ency in produce might be ascribed to the crops being 
very much choaked up with weeds; and in those 
parts of the barony, as in the parish of Carran, where 
the farmers take great care to keep their crops free 
from weeds, their produce was very little ijiferior to 
the produce of the dry season of last year, although 
the bulk of the corn in the rainy year was much 
greater. 

The climate and temperature of the soil may be 
greatly improved in this county by draining and 
planting. By draining the land of the stagnant 
surface water, great advantages would arise to the 
health of the inhabitants as well as tlie soil thereby 
be. improved. In the lower parts of the baronies of 
Forth and Bargie, the 'ague prevails very much in 
the spring months, and there are in the places, where it 
most prevails, many poalsof wuter, which dry up in - 
summer and might be easily drained; and we are 
led to apprehend that it is owing to these pools, that 
the inhabitant^ are afHicted with these intermitients, 
from our finding that in the Carse of Gowrie in 
Perthshire, about thirty years ago, when it con- 
tained a great number of similar pools, the ague 
was very frequent, and, since they have been drained, 
this disease has wholly disappeared. Planting large 
belts of trees on the tops and declivities of the rising 
grounds would afford great shelter to the grass and ' 

corn 
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com as well as to the cattle, the good effects of 
which appear, wherever this mode has been adopted , 
and throughout the whole of this'county trees flourish 
well, where they are planted in belts of sufficient 
breadth, on which we shall have occasion to make 
some farther remarks. 



Sect. 4. Soil and Surface. 

The soil, generally speaking, of the county of 
Wexford cannot boast of the superior degree of 
fertility, which is found in many other districts in 
Ireland, being mostly of a cold clayey nature, with- 
out containing those substrata of limestone and 
limestone-gravel so fjreq^ilient in th.e midland districts 
of Ireland. 

Neither is it naturally so productive in grass as the 
adjacent maritime county of Waterford. This dis- 
tritt is^. hpweVer, very remarkable for tillage^ in 
which the inhabitants exercise great industry and 
perseverance, particularly in the southern^nd eastern 
districts. 

Except upon the northern confines of the county 
•there are no very high nor extensive ridges of moun- 
tains, but the surface is diversified with many single 
hills of considerable height, and, in the south, the 
mountain of Forth forms a low ridge of five or six 
% miks 
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miles in extent. The general suiTace between those 
hills does not_extend into large plains. 

The land declines from the primitive mountains on 
the north of the county towards the sea, the retreat- 
ing waters having left it in unequal elevations, and 
where the depositions of alluvial substances are con* 
siderable, towards^ the south and south east^ the 
surface is beautifully waving and downy, the whole 
affording great advantages for draining the lands 
and aerating the crops of grain, and therefore is 
much more adapted to agriculture than low and 
extensive plains. The soil is of 'course stony and 
gravelly near the moufitains, becoming more loamy 
as the depositions subsided towards the sea. In the 
internal district among the single hills we have 
mentioned, are considerable tracts of peaty soil 
formed from the deposition of vegetable matter ar- 
rested in its progress to the sea. 

A considerable stratum of clayey soil runs through 
the barony of Shelburne from S. E. to N. W. but 
not so adhesive as what in England is denominated 
stiff clay ;, it is. however cold and naturally unfertile, 
and perhaps the worst soil in the county. The soil 
in general is diversified in a great degree, even in 
the same farm, and often ia the same field. 
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Minerals. > 

If under this article we are only to comprehend 
the more valuable mineral bodies such as metallic 
substances, the enumeration of suchy as have been 
found in this division .of Ireland, is not very exten- 
sive or abundant. 

There is an ancient working of a mine to be seen 
on the banks of the river Bannow near Barrastown, 
and wHich was renewed about thirty or forty years 
ago by Mr. Ogle, on whose property these work- 
ings appeared. 

It did not turn out to any profit. I have however, 
amongst the deads thro^ivn out, found some galena 
adhering to quartz and rhombbidal iron-stone, and 
I should apprehend it would be worth while to clear 
the old works, which could.be dope at' a small ex- 
pence, and examine the veins, from which these had 
been broken, with some attention. 

About six miles from this place on the sea shore, 
I found also some nodules of close-grained galena, 
which bad been evidently washed out of the bank, 
which formed the sea shore, and which consisted of 
indurated clay and marie. ' 

A farmer in the neighbourhood informed me, that 
it was no uncommon thing to find very large pieces 
of this ore on the shore after storms, which generally 

broke 
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broke down some part of this bank. This I should 
also think worth pursuing so far as to examine the 
rocks, or, as it is called by miners, the fast ground, 
which might be done by shoding at no great ex- 
pence. 

I also found at a place called Kirlogue, near Wex- 
ford, a small vein of copper ore, of the species o^ 
malachite. or carbonated green copper ore, speci- 
mens of which J sent to the Dublin Society reposi- 
tory, with the analysis I made of this ore. 

Within these few years, alsd a vein of galena has 
been found in the parish of Killan, near Enniscorthy, 
which we are informed has produced a considerable 
quantity of lead. 

^With regard fto the other mineralogical objects ii\ 
this county of much value, they consist chiefly in 
the different species of marles and some limestone 
found in various parts, and in the calcareous sand 
found near the sea shore, and' the calcareous sedi- 
ment in the beds of the rivers ; these will be more 
particularly noticed in describing th^ir application to 
the purposes of agriculture. 

^ But, although metallic veins of ore have not 
hitherto been discovered to any great extent^ it 
may not be unworthy to enquire, whether there is 
any such probability of the existence pf such veinsy 
that might render a diligent sear<;h for these trea- 
sures 
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surcs an object deserving attention and inTeaciga* 
tion. 

Ireland has been said, to* be formed pC one im- 
mense rock or bed of granite, which is seen bursting 
out in. some of the high and primitive mountains. 
Of this primitive granite some of the pentral moun- 
tains of the adjacent county of Wicklow seem to 
be formed, and a)so the ridge of mountains^ sefra- 
iating the county of Wexford* from the^ county 
of Carlow. Immediately southward from these 
mountains the granite disappears, dnd' the rocks 
incumbent on it are formed of schistose argillite,, 
but no't in continued strata, being rather much 
broken and interrupted ; every wh^re also on the 
declivity of these detached rocky hifls and moiin-* 
tains, and in the lbw6r grounds, are to be seen large 
fragments of granite, as if broken off from the higher 
inbuntains of the same Species at some former 
period; and,^at the soiitK-east point of this district, 
called Carnsore-^oint, the compact primitive granite 
is found extending itself into the sea. In the 
v^stern districts, these rocks of schistose argillife 
are found to alteirnate with extended masses of 
siliceous puddingstone, some of^ which are suffi-. 
ciently compact to be formed into millstones, par- 
ticularly towards Ballyhask, and on the sea coast 
near Templetowh, and the district called the Hook. 
In various situations there is found slate of some 

value, 
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value, but not in great abundance, except near 
Newlon-Barry on the borders, and chiefly posited 
in the county of Carlow. 

On a careful review of the whole of tlie rocky 
strata in this county, it appears tH9o much broken and 
shattered to expect any great extent of valuable 
metallic veins. 

Since writing the above, I have seen a manuscript 
if» the arcbiepiscopal library at Lambeth, which re* 
lates that, during the timfe the Danes or Ostmen 
possessed the sea coasts of this county, there was 
such, abundance of silver found here, that a mint 
was erected, and silver coins formed to a consider- 
able amount. Thiyno doubt was at a place, which 
is called to this day Clonmines, opposite to the 
place, where I found the galena above mentioned, 
which forms an additional argument for renewing 
the working of that mine.. 

However, from the situation of this district in 
regard to the primitive mountains, one would,, from 
the analogy to what takes place in Great Britain, 
be inclined to expect the appearance of that very 
valuable mineral, of so much use in the various pur- 
poses of life, that is, coal. Although however we found, 
that therp existed a strong prepossession in favour 
uf this mineral being situated in various parts of the^ 
district, we did not find any old workings of coal 
mines, only some obscure traditions of coals having 

been 
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lieen found in small quantities. We are far from 
considering it wholly undeserving attention, to try 
for eoak in this county ; and the situations we cdn« 
sider most favourable for those trials, are in the lands 
lying between the mountaift of Forth and Moiint- 
Leifister, or on the southern declivity of the moun* 
tain of Forth, between the bornstone i^nd the vem of 
limestone, that runs froi|i l^irlsgue to the barony of 
Bsu-gie. 

Another ^ind a stronger argument, perhaps, to expect 
coals in this county ^ris0s from th^ opposite country 
in Wales containing coa), and of the s^me kind that 
is found in the county of Kilkenny; which is dbvi* 
oudy the saqae strata as that in Wales, and which, 
at great depths> is likely to be foufid also in the 
county of Wexford. In the north of Irelafid, the 
Scotch coal strata s^re found in the counties of Antrim, 
and Leitrim, and most Kkely. exist \^ all the inter- 
inedia^e districts, and beyond Leitrim to the Western 
Oo^aik The Wekh or blind coal is also found in 
Kilkenny, Garlow, Tipper s^ry , and Cork. 

In several situations both to the north and south 
6f this mountain, we shou)<) have been glad to 
have had it incur power to exanriine the strata of 
this ^dunty. This could not be eflFected Without 
sinking {Hts, so as tQ remove the incumbent ^e^rth ; 
wbicb would have been attended with considerable 
expehce, and h^ve occupied much time and s^tten- 
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fk>n. . If the plan proposed by Mr. Kirwan bad been 
adopted, of having a set df mining augers in each • 
county, trials of this kind might be made without any 
extraordinary expence; and if ever a plan of this 
kind should be adopted, I beg leave to suggest, that 
it wpuld be worth while to try the strata of this 
county, proceeding from the mountain of Forth, in 
a north-east direction, to the bounds of Mount* 
Leinster, and on the south of the mountain of Forth, 
in a south-west direction, to Duncormack and CuU 
lenstown. It is not of any great importance, from 
what part of the nprth or south side of the mountain: 
the trials should be begun ; that will easily be de* 
termined by those acquainted with the art of search- 
ing for coals : and to' make these or any other trials, 
for examining the mineral strata of the country, with- 
out the superintendance of persons skilled in the art, 
would be absurd. In many operations respecting 
mining, the erection of harbours, the formation of 
inland navigations, carried on in this part of the 
United kingdom, and indeed in Great Britain, it is 
astonishing how many failures have arisen from the 
ill-judged parsimony, in neglecting to employ men 
of real science and experience in the direction of 
these operations; instead of whichi men without 
knowledge or responsibility of character, or any pre- 
tensions, are greedily employed, because they offer 
their own time at an easy expence, and hold out a 

plausible 
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plausible plan to their employers, flattering their 
vanity by pretending to submit to their judgment 
on a subject, respecting which they must be totally 
ignorant. 

A little left-banded wisdom of this; kind, with the 
alertness pf throwing in a job or two for the leading 
men in t!he concern, is an admirable recipe for zU. 
taining engagements on too many occasions, . lyhere 
the public interests of the state, and that of indiyi- 
duals forming large companies, are concerned* 
Whereas, if persons desirous of engaging in under- 
takings of this nature were to search with some 
care, people might be found in England, of adequate 
skill and undoubted integrity, to direct whatever 
operations might be wanted, so as to attain with 
every confidence the end proposed, provided lipcral 
encouragement were held out to them. 

A complete mineralogical survey of Ireland would 
be pf great national importance, and be a most de- 
sirable acquisition to that branch of science : ^ and it 
is hoped that, with ^the return of quiet times, this 
important investigation will be taken up with spirit 
and determination. 



D 2 S£CT. 
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SffeT* 6. fVaiet. 

Under this article, Regarding the county of WeM- 
ford as a maritime district, surrounded on three sides 
by the sea, and by large narigable rivers, it seems 
necessary, both to understand properly its present 
state^ smd its means of being rendered a greater 
source of wealth and force to the empire, to examine^ 
in the first place, the peculiar circumstances respect-^ 
ing these seas and rivers, by ^bich it is so surrounded* 

The Seft Of Ocean, mid its advantages, for fcrnwi^ 
fishing Towns and Harbours. 

The advantages possessed by ft country, ftroiii the 
neighbourhood of the seaj are of great importanc^4 
It presents to its inhabitants a natufal navigablis 
canal, formed and maintained without expenc^^ and 
affording not only a communication thfeagh the ma^ 
ritime line of the district,* but enabling them with- 
ease to extend their activity to every quarter of the 
globe. 

We have seen an iddividnal residing on the banks 
of the river, which washes the western boundary of 
this county, building a ship by his own workmen, 
rigging the vessel by his own manufacture, and navi« 
gating her by his own servants ; freighted with the i 

produce 
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pr(»4u^ of the iHi^b^oaring lands and ocean for 
every fsut of Europe, WKat hat. been done by one 
individual may be d(»ie by ma^iy, were there en-^ 
Mura^Q»ent for individual so to exert theit»elves. 

Thomas Owen^ the name of this respectable Qiem^ 
ber.of the coojiaiiunicyt was iuduGed by the liberal 
wcouragement pf Cornelius Bolton , Esq* of Faith^ 
)egg, inthe county of Waterford, to settfe^^bout 20 
years agO) oa bis estate on the riv«r Suir^ at Check- 
foiBt,' ofpoakusi ih^ western shore of this county, at; 
wbieh [dace. Mr. Bokon land the foundation' of s^ 
town, to which he has given the name qf Bolton. 
; Thgjq^tis Owen employa constantly near two hun- 
dred^ people/ in making, ropes, canvas, &c. for thc^ 
Qsc^.pf shipping,^ and of the country farmers. He 
^np^pleys many individuals in the county of Wexford, 
ki apinaing yarn for canvas, apd has introduced a va- 
luable manufactory, thait might be greatly increased, 
if siiiiilar eistablishments were formed along the ex- 
tended coast of this district, where also the inhabit 
tants would, by being nearer the numerous fishing 
groimdS) with which the seas adjacent abound, be 
eatabled to acquire not.only subsistence, but Wealthy 
by meana of the watery plain, with which they are 
surrounded. « . 

M present, along the whole of the maritime coast 
of the county of Wexford, from what is called the 
great island, opposite to the village of Bolton, to 

Ballyhack 
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Balljfaack sind Duncanhdn, two vtHages on' tht bay^ 
forming the harbour of Waterford, a very cdnlsidera- 
ble number of people are constantly' eini^oyed in the 
fishing business solely. On the southern &nd eastern 
coasts there arc numerous assemblages of people at 
every creek, where there is shelter for a boat/ who 
derive their subsistence partly from little holdings of 
Iand> but chiefly from'the sea ; and all, that is wadjtied 
t6 raise these ppor people to prosperity and wealthy 
is to form small harbours to shelter their boats^-and 
afibrd them the means of a safe retreat in the ev^nt 
of sudden storms. . / ; 

In the course bf the investigations we have bad 
opportunity of making, respecting-the Nymph-bank 
fishery, we have disco^ered^ that the most certain and 
abundant fishing ground is to bef^und adjacent to th« 
islands of the Saltees, situated on the southern part 
of the coast of this county ; but, from the want of a 
harbour to run to, this fishery canbot be followed by 
native fishermen in their open boats, neither from the 
adjacent coast, nor from the harbour of Waterford. 
' Two very small harbours have indeed been formed, 
one at Fethard, and another at a place, called Cross 
Faraoogue, in the bay of Baliyteigue ; this last beitig 
by much the best adapted to carry on the fishing. 
It has been erected by the fishermen themselves, 
with a small subscription from the gentlemen and 
principal, farmers in the neighbourhood. # 

Inadequate 
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loadequate as this little harbour is, yet it has 
Enabled the fishermen to extend the size and number 
of 'their boats, from five and six, to twelve and 
fifteen tons, of which there are now about twenty 
chiefly employed in catching lobsters, which the, 
larger boats carry to the Dublin market. This 
fishery is carried on in summer, in which season they 
^Iso take considerable quantities of cod and ling, 
Dfiullet, gurnet, and other small fish. The winter 
fishery, yvhich would afford them much eniployment, 
both in pursuit of the cod fishery, and of the herring 
fishery, they are unable to follow, from the want of 
a harbour sufficient to shelter their boats. 

We have not seen any situation on this coast, 
where a little money could be of so much import- 
ance in extending the fisheries, as the formation of 
a harbour at or near this place. It would not oul^ 
be of great advantage to the fishermen adjacent^ 
but to those from the harbour of Waterford and 
other p^rts of the coast resorting to this fishing 
ground* 

The land adjacent to this place belongs to a 
minor, the son of the late Mr. Bruen, a gentleman, ^ 
who has left great possessions to his family ; nor 
could there hardly be any greater permanent im- 
provement made, on this part of bis estate, than to 
erect a sufficient harbour at this place, and to lay 
out a tillage on a liberal plan. The present tenant, 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Colclougb^ with a liberality tt)at: doeS her great 
honour, assured me that she would not sufFer any 
interest she has in these lands, to obstruct so bene- 
ficial an object for the inhabitants and the commu- 
nity, and would cheerfully join in granting every 
possible accommodatipn to the rorraatioh of such an 
establishment. 

It is not only at this part of the coast, Where a 
barbour,beihg formed, would afford additional sources 
of employment to the people, but there are several 
others, of which, at present, I shall only notice two. 
One is near Carnsore-poiht, and the church town of 
the parish of Carn, a parish which we shaill hav^ oc* 
casion particularly to notice, for the exempkry 
industry of its inhabitants, both as farmers and 
fishermen. The other is at St. Helens, near Greenore- 
point, where an admirable harbour might be formed, 
with a bason, which, by a convenient back-water, 
might be formed, so as to be a'place of shelter ior 
coasting and other Vessels of moderate burthen. 
We have too much reason, however, to apprehend 
that, important as these improvements would eventu- 
ally be, to the enabling the inhabitants to avail 
themselves of the advantages presented to them 
by nature, unless the object is taken up by the 
government of the country* and carried into effect 
by the aid of public money, these favourable situa- 
tions for establishing the means of reaping the harvest 

of 
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of the watery deep will remain neglected for ages 
to come, as they have been for ages past. 

Government has acceded to the propriety of . 
laying out public money , for the purpose of forming 
inland navigations, ]to enable the inhs^bitants of the* . 
internal parts of the British islands to form a com- 
iflunication with the sea-coasts in situations, where ' 
capital is not to be had for these desirable purposes. 
In Ireland, large sums of monrey have been appro- 
priated to this object. 

But, if it is'consistent with wise poUcy to expend^ 
the public money for the formation of internal navi- 
gations, surely it is equally consistent with wi^ 
policy to plac^ the inhabitants on the maritipae 
coasts in such circumstances, as to enable them ta 
avail themselves of the advantages presented to them ; 
by the navigation, held out to them by nature, aud 
which also offers to them new sources of subsistence 
and of wealth. 

But independent of the advantages, which the 
formation, of harbours on this southern coast of the 
county of Wexford would afford to the adjacent 
inhabitants^ such harbours would be of jtbe greatest 
importance, in affording the means of assisting vessels 
in distress, and saving the lives of many unhappy 
mariners from the frequent shipwrecks, that happen 
on this coast, particularly if two or three life bx^ts 
were stationed at these proposed harbours And, if 

E with 
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with these proposed improvemeDts were added a 
proper distinguishing light, erected on the most 
advantageous situatioa on these coasts, great distress 
and damage would be prevented, by which at pre- 
sent vast losses are sustained by the channel trade. 



Disiingmshing Light proposed to he erected on the, 
greed Island of the Saitees. 

The sea, adjacent to the southern coast of W^c- 
ford, is full of rocks and shaUows, both near and at 
some distance from the islands of the Sahees. These 
idands consist of the greater and lesser island of the 
Saltees, both of them containing high rocky land 
covered with grass. The larger, about a mile in 
length, and half a ihile in breadth, tlie lesser, about^ 
half a mile in circumference. From the lesser island ' 
to the shore a ridge of rocks stretches the whole, 
except a very narrow channel between this ridge 
and the lesser island. The space between the two 
islands is also rocky and shallow, with only a . 
narroyr sound difficult to find without an expert* 
enced pilot. 

The islands and rocky shallows stretch into the 
sea, nearly two leagues from the main land, and 
form one side of a large and deeply indented bay, 
which is bounded by the lands of BallyteigUe, Ban* 

now. 
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mm^ .and T^nteniy with the Ipng and narrow penin- 
m^^ called the Hi9<A« 

7%]3 exteoiive bay, f ndosed on all sides by rocks 
and. dangerous shallowd, presents a wide opening 
mojotli of fifteen miles, extending from the light on 
ihe tower of Hook to the Saltees, presentinjg a most 
dangerous and deceptions* attraction to the weary 
and distressed Boariner, ignorant of his course onthis 
fatal coast. 

Once embayed, be has little or no chance of sa£e« 
ty. It is to him truly the Scylla or Charibdis, and 
presents only the dismal alternative of being driven 
in pieces on the islands of the Saltees, and the rocky 
points around them, or of being wrecked on the 
}ow-lying shallows in the interior of ^he bay. 

There has been no less than eleven vessels of larg^ 
burthen known * to have been wrecked on this coast 
during last winter, five of which took place on this 
part of the coast from the vessels being embayed in 
the manner we have described^ 

All of these shipwrepks would, in all probability^ 
have been prevented, if a distinguishing light had 
been erected on the greatest island of the SakeeS| 
which, by warning them to stand out to sea, would 
have prevented them falling victims on this rocky 
coast. ^ 

£ 2 But 

* And many more, it is feared, were wrecked, from the spars and 
masts driven ashore, and numbers of dead J^if-s. 
/ 
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But it is not only from the dismal effect of the 
rery tempestuous weather, which took place last 
winter, that we think it our duty to press this subject 
on the attention of government and the public. It 
is but a few years back, when the captain of a West- 
India packet mistook the tower of Hook light for 
the Eddystone light-house off Plymouth Sound, and 
in running, as he thought for Plymouth, was brought 
up by the coast of Wexford. A similar mistiike 
' happened lately by a homewardf-bound West-India- 
man, and a cargo of the value of ^.120,000 was 
with difficulty saved by some fishermen. Every 
winter numbers of vessels are wrecked, from the 
uncertainty of their course, and from want of a light 
on this coast. For it is not only this bay which we 
have described, that presents a fatal snare to the 
distressed mariner, but there are a great number of 
rocks and shoals^at some' distance from these islands, 
and along tlje other parts of the southern coast of 
Wexford, from thence to Tusker, which is a formi- 
dable rock in the month of the channel, at some 
distance from Greeaore-point, on the south-east of 
the county. 

Notwithstanding the well known danger of this part 
of the Irish coast, notwithstanding the numerous 
wrecks, which happen thereon every winter, there is 
no light on the whole coast, to enable vessels to shun . 

the 
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the danger, from the tower of Hook light to that of 
Wicklow head. 

Nor is this deficiency compkuned of by individuals 
only, but we find, by the preamble to the act of the 
Irish parliament respecting^ light houses, in the 36th 
of the King, chap* 18. it expressly stated, that 
^' the channel trade between Great Britain and 
Ireland is subject to frequent losses, from the want 
of a lighten the coast of Wexford, and the commis- 
sioners of his Majesty's revenue are empowered by 
said act to erect additional light-houses, specifying 
particularly and on that coasts 

It is not easy to form any conjecture of the reason 
the Board of revenue have had for neglecting this 
reoommendation contained in the above act of par- 
liament, for remedying what is truly called in the 
saud act, " this notorious deficiency," and we there*, 
fore think it^our duty to call on that board, and the 
government of the country, to adopt active measures 
for remedying this evil. 

In order to explain the necessity of attending to this 
object more fully, we beg to state, that in sailing up 
the British channel no such deficiency is found ; you 
will there rise alternatel}^ one and two lights, and, in 
order to form a distingui^ng light, three lights in 
the form of a triangle are placed on a rocky island, 
called the Caskets, on th6 coast of France, by which 

means 
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means no mistake can possibly happen. in fifidiog the 
course to that channel. 

Wliereas in St; George^s channel, which on. ihe 
whole is much narrower, there is no such arrange- 
ment of lights formed ; a single light placed in one 
situatioti; another in another, .two lights here and 
two there, without any. regard to distingutsliing 
them, so that the most correct navigator, that ever 
saikd, may perhaps, after a three months passage in 
crossing the Atlantic ocean, and not able for se^ 
vera! days to get, an observation of the sun, mis- 
take one for the other, and the consequence prove 
fatal. 

The single light of the tower of Hook is, every 
•winter, in many instai^es mistaken for the Eddy- 
stone light«house; and running as they think for 
Plymouth sound, they get embayed in the bay we 
have above described, between the islands of the 
Saltees and the coast of Wexford. 

To render the uncertainty of these lights more inteb- 
ligible, it is to be observed, that the distance fram 
the single light on the tower of Hook, and the single 
light on the Smalls, is so little as to occasion great 
doubt ^nd uncertainty. The distance between the 
two lights on St. Anne's^^ entering Milford haVen, and 
the two lights on Wicklow head is but little also, 
and liable also to perpetual uncertainty in distressing 
circumstances, whereas the whole of the southern 

and 
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and eastern coast of the county of Wexford, and a 
great part of the county of Wicklow, from the tower 
of Hook to Wicklow head, including a line of the 
most dangerous coast in the British inlands of near 
seventy miles, without a single harbour or place of 
shelter, is left destitute of the means of distinguish- 
ing a ship'S course with any certainty. 

In the opinion of many intelligent seafaring 
men; all this dreadful uncertainty would be com- 
pletely prevented, by erecting three lights on the, 
island of the Sakees, in the form of a right line, so 
as completely to distinguish them from the other 
lights we have mentioned ; and by erecting a wall in * 
the sUape of a half-moon battery, so as to eclipse the 
southermost, when the vessels approached near the 
foul' ground at a distance from the Sahces, and 
thereby warn them to heave about. 

Such a light would form a complete key to St« 
George's Channel, and enable the distresseki mariner . 
to shape his course, without any doubt or hesitation, ' 
through St. George's Channel, or if, thwarted by con- 
trary winds, to either Milford or the port of 
Waterford, to refresh a wearied crew, or to refit a 
crazy bark ; and would guide the sliip clear of the 
bay we have so often mentioned, and of the foul 
ground lying at some distance from the islands of the 
Saltees; which dangerous rocky ground, situated to 
the south-west and to the east of the Saltees, is covered 

5t 
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at high- water, but is dry at low-water, and on which 
seldom a season happens that vessels are not wrecked, 
and the mariners sometimes saved ; but mahy 
others, it ig apprehended, are lost, without a soul 
being spared ta announce the fatal tale. 

We have understood that some are of opinion, 
that instead of at the Saltees, it would be a greater 
advantage to the trade navigating those seas^ that a 
light should be^erected on the rock Tusker ; and it 
is therefore necessary io state the reasons, which ap- 
pear to us to give a decided preference to the 
. Saltees* , 

In the first place, the rock Tusker is very difficult 
of access, and to erect a light on this rock would be 
tedious and very expensive. 

In the next place, there could only be one light 
erected on it ; which, to be a distinguishing light, 
must b^ copied after the light upon Scilly, which is 
a light of mirrors and reflectors, fixed upon a frame 
perpendicular to the horizgn, on a shaft united with 
a machine belowy that turns the whole round every 
two minutes ; by which means this light, which ap- 
pears in the horizon like a stair of the sixth magni- 
tude, is alterhately eclipsed and visible for the dura- 
tion of one minute or sixty seconds. 

An insuperable objection appears to the forming 
a light in the first place on Tusker, even were it 
practicable at a moderate expeoce, arising from the 

low 
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low situation of that rock, as' it could not be raised 
10 such a height as to enable vessels to clear the 
Saltees, and the foul ground adjacent thereto; where- 
as the light, proposed to be foftniid on the great' 
island of the Saltees, could be kept fully in view,^ so 
at» to form a communication with the other lights, 
and be a sufficient guide to avoid Tusker, either to 
vessels outward or homeward bound. 

For, in coming down channel, the ootward bound 
«bips have every advantage to attend them ; clean 
out of dock, well manned, tackled, and apparelled, 
wkh a fair wind, they can with every confidence 
shape their course^ and in; little time clear the nar« 
rows of the Channel. If taken abaft with contrary 
winds, there is a probability of getting a fresh de- 
parture every day, one side of thfe Channel or 
the other. The benefit of the goodlighton liowth, 
which is situated On elevated ground, and seen at a: 
great distance, both athwart the Channel, and to 
carry the vessel to Wicklow light: from thetice, in 
dark weather, no better guide by day than th^ 
bi'eakers on the sand-banks, from Dublin Bay to Tuc- 
ker 5 by night, to be careful of the lead j Until the 
light proposed to be erected on the Saltees appears ; 
which being kept west by north by the compass 
would carry the vessel compleatly cfear of Tusker, 
2ind all the foul ground on these coasts, until she 
eomes to. the Salto/es, the foul ground to east and 

F south 
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s^ntb of irhiich sbe w^U avoid, by b^ing warned ro. 
l|€}|i^e iibout by tbe eclipsing of one of the Iight$, by 
tb^ jQqfit|-i)¥aci«e ^f th^ wall in tbe form of ^ balf-r 
iD$>^ b^Mery ab^e menfipned, 
. But* it is n^ tQ ibc^js vessels aloive, se happily M* - 
qm¥)st4n9^d» thi^l ^bi$ light proposes those advaiv- 
tag98^ £very ot|e will agree, tliat it is tbe belplew 
wreck that deserves our first attention. The foul* 
bott^o^ed, h^^coeward bound vessel from a foreigo 
voyage, after encountering various storms m ctf^tih 
sjng thi© western ocean, i^ become crippled 1^ b«r 
roiaats^ sails, and riggiog ; her crewsi, perhaps, c^M^ 
ing frooi a warm to a cold climate ; not a sigbl oi 
land, perhaps, for two or thrfie months ; many daya 
of thick woatber, and having a very narrow opening 
to hit between tho foul ground pS the Sakees and{ 
tbe Snouills: can. it for a moment be doubted, 
that tbe erieotii^ a distinguishing light on the great 
island of the Saltee» is tbe very best of all pIaQf» 
that can possibly be devised for the safe conducting 
qf shifMs of tbo above description, or any otber» in 
tho fiur w*y to St, George's Channel. In regard toi 
tbo single light on Hook tower, this li^ht is 
sl^aipefully neglected, as can be easily proved by aa 
enqaifpy at the ci>stom-house of Waterford, where 
numerous complaints are lodged of the badness of 
tbis light ; and. we have frecjueotly found itiiardly 
visible a.t ^ mile from the coast^ in a clear atmos<» 

phere 



OF THE COONl^t df Wffl&ORDf II 

T^em. Bu€, If tnrM k wHs propethf ^/mtOa tO> ^s 
«ilu«ii(m ift by for uio tri<*fe*i feAb«yed; to ^«^ 
Akig rf t|i« gredt danger of tnMtAk^ ifc for ^jfffiir 
•mgte %M!^, by ships ^ircurtisianeed as lOjoir^, its 
low situation, its obliquo direction, fiff^jon ilrffes dil- 
taoce off the dangerous rocks adjacent to the Saltees, 
will not iidmitofthe much wished for benefit, that 
might arise from such a light on that coast, as we 
have proposed, which would enable the vessel to 
bug the Irish coast is near' as possible, with nor- 
tfaerly winds, or to relieve the anxious mind with the 
promise of safety in southerly winds, and which none 
other, but such a light as we have proposed, can pos* 
8ibly accomplish. 

From the circumstances here stated it appears 
that, although the light of the tower of Hook may be 
very useful, as a guide to the harbour of Waterford, 
it by no means supersedes the necessity of a light on 
the great island of the Saltees ; and that there can 
be no doubt of the immediate propriety of forming a 
light on the great island of the Saltees, sudh as will 
distinguish it from the others in the opening of t;be 
Channel To which it may be added, that from this 
island, containing upwards of twenty acres of arable 
land, plenty of water and pi'ovisions may be had for 
ihoi family attending to it : a single revolving light, 
or three separate lights, might be attended to with 
less expence than on Tusker, be built also at less 

F 2 expence 
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. expeoqe^ and, above all, as there are funds perfecity 
sufficient for the purpose, without burtfaeuiog the 
trade passing this light. It is to be expected, that 
active measures will immediately be adopted to form^ 
a proper light on this island. 



PART 
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PART II. 



Agriculture* 



9y Agricukare is here understood, the labour and 
ingenuity of the inhabitants exercised on the fertility 
of the soil for the purpose of rearing grain, in con* 
tradistinction to the employment of rearing and 
feeding cattle, which ougl^t always to be considered 
as, an. object of much inferior importance to a state, 
than the production of grain. 

When, however, the employment of rearing and 
feeding cattle is rendered subservient to the produc- 
tion of grain, by the cultivation of soch vegetables 
for the food of cattle, which tend to add to the fer- 
tility of the soil, it is allowed to be no mean branch 
«of the art of agriculture; But, if this employment 
is carried on by rearing and feeding cattle on the 
natural produce of the soil on lands unimproved, or 
by turning' iniproved and arable lands wholly into 
pasture,, it is an evil of the greatest magnitude, and 
which deserves the most serious considerajtion of the 
state, in what manner it is to be reoiedied, or 
avoided. 

The 
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The great object of the modern improvenents in 
/ husbandry is/in as far as possible, to unite the em- 
ployment of rearing grain for the food of man with 
that of root and green dtopt fol' tlM food of the most 
useful domestic animals, thereby rendering the waste- 
ful system of fallowing in most cases unnecessary, 
and producing niore abundant crops of grain, and 
also much more food for cattle, accumulating ma- 
«wre rapidly, and kvofensi^g the fei'tility of ihe«oiI, 
year after year, instead of running it out, MtiA <fe- 
nr^ying it^ ferUiMty. 

Thi9 improved fttamageHsRIenC of land hm^ of fate 
years become a vdry general object 6f attteatrott in 
GPtAt Britain. Aniihated by th« example of dnr 
most gracious Sovereign, tten of the higher fanfk 
Itafve defveted ifhdir tmie atvd attentionf to this first 
of af»»« whieh has prt>dvfcci exertioiis Jn mjmy hi* 
dividtials, l!enfding to accelerate the progrea^ of agri- 
j^tttre towards perfeetfon both a!s anf art and a 

Stiftt, howerer, In Engtend th» empkyf m<M elf 
teariffig grain baa tong be#n de<tliiiing,,MKl Mritsaues 
to be so. In the firet half of Ihe last oeAtufy, 4he 
rearing of grafn was the principal objedi of the 
English farorer, and great quantities ef grain w«te 
vnnuaRy exported, besidvs an abundant supply at 
home, iBit a m6derate pricte. 

t^Dfhig 
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paring the lal^ef h^If of the la«t ceutury, th^ 
e^pbrtatipn of grain cea«ed| and a vast iaiportation 
bas taken placf of tb^ foriner exportation, and, with 
that, a proportional rise in the price of that neces- 
sary article of subsistence. Instead of the rearing of 
grain being tb<9 Srf^l ^\>J^\ oC ilie farmer, in many 
districts; \ihich formerly produced i^reat quantities 
of igf^in^ it appear^ l^be arable lafids! fire turned 
i^iP pi^^f9^^f ^^ U \va» ipstib^ deolining aiate oS 
Si^Klp; insoliEiMi^U chal, ifi luany of t)^ prineipai 
fiuttiing cmnties, .ih« hrfifmn are ready tosi^y witbj 
old Cato :. to feed n^«U:is. tbi n^wt pfofitabler tbia^' 
Id ibr RMMDag^misnt of a ptivate es<aie» to feed to^ 
leraUy Hell, the 9ee^nd ; and. to feed ill) the third : 
to phiugb^ he vanbed only iti tbt fourth phiee of 
profit ftnd advant^t aQd we fesir that is too nmob 
tbn ic4«e at present with &oiith BriCish faraieni. But,^ 
alti¥H)gb it appears that, in England^ and also in 
mafty paria qf Scotland^ the prodtietion of gr^ has 
btan giring way to the rearing and feeding of cattle 
aa4 $hwp, it w^uid seep», that a oootrary effect ia» 
kten produced m Iretand . Pasturage has of late years 
been giving way in. many distriitts to tillage, and much 
attention bas beQB paid, particularly by his Exceilency 
Sfiri Hard wicke, to encourage in the most liberal man- 
tier tibApuUtc<^spirited endeavours of the many respect* 
dkh lAiindiialst^ wha ara codeavottrtng to improve 

and 
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and to extend the cultivation of the soil by intro- 
ducing those improvement^, which are found to 
render this cultivation the mos^ profitable. 



Farming Society of Ireland^ 

For the purpose of forwarding the general im*' 
provement of agriculture, and forming also a medium 
of general communication on the subject of agri-^ 
culture, a farming society was constituted in the* 
beginning of the year 1800y at the suggestion of the 
Right Honourable John Foster, and the most noble 
the Marquis of Sigo, by the nanie of the Farming. 
Society of Ireland, which has>npow encqpajsed to^the 
number of upwards of 800 members^ consisting of 
men of the first rank and property of the island, and 
o£ others, practical fiarmers, and all zealous for exi«' 
tending agricultui*al improvements. This Society 
finding, that the breeds of cattle and swine, the great'- 
basis of the provision trade, have been greatly ne« 
glected, and the advantages of the culture of greea' 
and root crops for feeding cattle, and restoring fer* 
tility to a soil worn, out by repeated corn croj^s, 
almost wholly unknown, have been endeavouring ta 
J nduce str^ioous exertions, for the iipproveqientof 
the native breeds of (he. most usefol a^imalsr^ amdibsu 
the introduction, from Great Britain, of such breeds 

as 
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as may tend to accelerate tbat itiftprov^ineat, and be 
also found most adapted to the soil aad diiB%le of 
Ireland. For whicU porpoae they boJd out very 
liberid premiums for (Iw best br«edd of these am^afef 
and hare estaUisbed regukMr meetings for decifdiag 
on tbese ptrenAmanSy and exbibtiin^ to tfae public tba 
animab produced for tb«t purjpose ; wbich preaMt|fB» 
are intended to be fdlowed up by others for the 
growth of greea.and root crops* Tbi]» leading tba 
ciduvator to the important i^bjeotfrflow iwderstood 
in soaie part» of Great Pritatn^ under the nasie of 
ihe new hudMuidry, to whieb ii also is one of the 
principal objects^ in the review of the agrkukure o£ 
this district, to tlirect the active attention of the 
lababftants, who, altboogh in majty peifBl» of in-* 
dastry aa4 maoagenent of tbeir forilK tb^y are before 
their neigrhbours in tbe ad^oeiit cottnliea of KiUceMiy, 
Waterford, and Wicklow, yet in the breed» of 
their domestic animali, partkuburly cattle and 
swiae, are far behind the aridknd distriels of the 
island. 

Nor is an attention to the rmproirenient of sbose do<- 
mesticaniroab, and also of 9beef>9 of advafitage merely 
with regard to the profit, which the fiirmer can flsake* 
of a better stock ; but it hai been found, that the in«' 
troduction of these valuable breeds iodoees the far- 
mer to pursue the cultivation of gre^i^ and root^crops, 
for the purpose of feeding them* So that tiraTfa«naing 
G Society 
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Society bave^ by their jpremiunis for these improved 
broevls^ induced a rapid and encreasing attention to 
the eultivation of plants for the food of cattle ; the 
advantages of which' in improving the land being 
also perceived by the farmers, they are in many dis- 
tricts parsaing tiie cultivation of turnips, vetches, 
and clover, as a preparation for their grain crops, in- 
stead of the wasteful system of fallowing, and run- 
ning out their lands by repeated crops of com. 

It is of much importance, that the advantage, aris- 
ing from these improvements, should be explained to 
the common farmer, as we have found people of 
that class in Irel4nd not easily to be persuaded, that 
they will return a proBt to them proportional to 
their greater trouble or expence. They maintain 
frequently, that these improvements are only fit for 
those, who have no rent to pay for their land. In 
some districts, however, of the county of Wexford 
the system of fallowing has been long abolished, in- 
termediate crops of beans, between their their corn 
crops, immemorially practised, and their ground 
laid down in good heart with clover, and grass seeds. 
This improved state of agriculture is practised with 
considerab-le attention in the baronies of Forth and 
Bargie, and is also, in a certain degree, found in 
other parts of the county. 

In these baronies, they drill and horse-hoe their 
crops of potatoes ; but until this year, in consequence 

of 
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of premiams offered by a public*spirited individualy 
the planting of beans in rows, an^ horse*boeitig tbem» 
has not been practised. They however are at greaf 
pains to weed by the hand both their beans «nd 
corn crops ; and by the general introduction of clo- 
ver and grass seeds, they all allow, that they are able 
to keep a larger stock, much better than they for* 
merly kept a small stock. 

It may therefore be not a vain expectation, that 
the farmers of these baronies, already so much before 
the adjacent districts of Ireland, may be induced to 
adopt those beneficial improvements, which, it can* 
not be doubted, would speedily reward them for the 
trouble and expence of carrying them into practice. 

Obfect of the new Husbaridnf. 

The great object, therefore^ of the professors of the 
new husbandry ought ever to be held up to the far« 
mer, which is, by summer and winter feeding a stock 
of catde^ thereby to provide manure for the land em- 
ployed in producing grain : by eradicating every 
kind of weed by the yse of the hoe, so that nothing 
may be suffered to grow, but xhe plants you want to 
grow. In the use, also, of the various improved and 
new invented implements, for the purpose of expe- 
diting and abridging labour, and in the judijuioys se- 
leg;rtipn of domestic animals; also the use of irrigation 
I G 2 on 
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Uw fiurfifu^e^draioiqg ^nd uoder^raioiog of th^ /goil i» 
of ifcKi highest uDportam^ef Th^ usa^e pf ttie old 
busbaiidryt (which prevails, in its very ^orst st^te, in 
thfi couotiei adjaceot Xo that of Wexford^} is to foul, 
tiie land hy repeated corn crops^ and to clean it par- 
iially and insufficiently* by summer fAlIows, or to 
seed it in its foul state for a temporary ley; to 
i^eglect wholly the use^of the hoe, and pay no alten- 
tion to the insprovement of the breed of animal^ for 
stock or labour. 

In theulislrict we are examining, considerable at- 
tentioi^ is beginoingto be paid, by many individuals, 
to the improved modes of husbandry ; and the com- 
mon farmers, in genera] , are far from deficient in 
both industry and attention to improvement. 

We shall therefore endeavour to explain the cir- 
cnmstances of their management, in its various 
branches, as clearly as we are able* 

Jtfode of Culture. 

The cultivation of this county is allowed on all 
bands to have been much improved, within these 
twenty or twenty.'five years past, and particularly in 
the baronies of Forth and Bargie. This improve- 
ment consists chiefly in the general introduction of 

clover" 

♦ See Mr. Tights StatistTcal Survey of the County of Kilkenny. 
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clorer aakl gira» seeds, widi which dwy now uiiiver^ 
sally Imy 4own their gromdi after a moderale crop«- 
piag with grain, between which crops of grain/ m 
Forth and Bargie^ they interpose beans; but still 
.^ they too frequently take two crops of white corn, 
alid even sometimeft 'three crops running, without 
any intermediate green or pulse crops. 

In Forth and Bargie, there is found great abun* 
dance of marie in the internal parts of those baro« 
nies, on the sea*shore great quantiti^ of calcareous 
sand, and in some places much floating sea-weed. 
We have found of the marles, that they contained 
from twenty to thirty per cent, of calcareous earth ; 
and the sea-sand we found to contain a much higher 
proportion, even as high as seirenty«>five per cent, ol 
calcareous earth, being the detritus of comminuted 
sea-shells visible by a glass. The calcareous matter 
in the marie also evidently arises from similar sub* 
stances, more dissolved andjnore «k>mplete1y blended 
wi^h argillaceous earth. In the calcareous sand the 
siliceous particles remained mixed with the calca^ 
reous, but not blended or united; it is therefore 
better fitted for opening or dividing the soil. ^ 

With this sea-sand and the floating sea-weed, they 
manure their land on the sea shore^ every year, with 
great industry. In some parts of Forth and Bargie 
they preserve, by this species of manure, their lands 
constantly in a state of great fertility. In the parishes 

of 
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of Came and part o^ KilmlcMre the land baa been, 
. time immenKMrtally, under alternate crops of barlisy 
and beans, affording returns frequently of twenty bar* 
rels to the Irish acre of barley, and twenty barrels of 
beans. In the internal parts they manure with marie, 
and generally put on from 1000 to 1400 cart-loacfs 
per acre, and commonly sow wheat, M^hich produoeft 
on the ley ten barrels an acre, varying from that to 
seven : ten they calculate itpon in a moderately 
good year. Last year the average of wheat was 
. twelve barrels to the acre. ' This year (1804) it will 
not exceed seven barrels. 

In the eastern district there also abounds marie, 
both of the argillaceous ^nd calcareous kind, through^ 
out Balagheen, Gorey, and on both sides of the 
Slaney, on the banks of which also is found pebble 
limestone for a considerable extent, after the Slaney 
enters the country; these districts, as well as Bargie 
and Forth, being for the greatest part alluvial. The 
, advantages arising from the abundance- of these ma- 
nures have, no doubt, contributed to the great im- . 
provement, which we observed in some of those parts 
of the county. But, in the more inland and 
westerly parts, there is also a degree of labour und 
industry, that we have not observed to be equalled 
in the: other adjacent districts of the island. In Shel- 
roaliere, Baotry, and Scarewalsh they manure with 
lime, which they procure with great expence and 

labour 
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labour from the adjoining counties of Carlo w and 
Kilkenfiy. The same also the farmers in Siielburne 
are obliged to do. Those, however^ on the parts ad- 
jacent to the rivefs Barrow and Suir procure from 
the beds of these rivers, at low water, a rich sediment 
of a marly nature, but which is very heavy, and qan- 
not be brought to a distance from the river at a mo« 
derate expence ; they, therefore, more internally are 
obliged to bring limestone from a greater distance. 
Throughput the whole of this county, therefore, 
all is labour; whether employed in digging the 
marie from the pit, w^hether in drawing the lime- 
stone a vast length of often a miserable road, whe- 
ther in dredging the wet and oozy mud from the 
beds of the rivers, whether, in the midst of wintry 
storms at the dead of night, dragging the uprooted 
sea-weed from the roaring surf, drenching them in 
its waves and threatening them with destruction! 
All is a constant round of industry , almost unequalled, 
and strongly impressing on the admiring observer 
the ardent wish, that their labour may meet with its 
due reward, and that nothing may again happen, to 
delude those industrious people to leave their fields 
and their ploughs for the misery and destruction of 
insurrection or rebellion.* 

While 

. * Far would it be from us to offer any palliation of the conduct of the 
rebels in,Uus country, .in the year 1798; but we cannot help observing, 

tiiat 
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While at the same time we have observed consi- 
derable progress iq industry and cultivation^ geoe- 
jraUy in this, district, yet certainly this industry and 
cultivation is carried on in greater perfection in Forth 
and Bargie, than in any other part of the county;^ 
and not only does this appear very evidently, but we 
find) that it is there cultivation first eriginated, and 
that it has been carried from thence to the othev 
parts of the county^ 

Here we cannot help expressing our suprise at Mr. 
Ardiur Young's strange assertion^ that he could uol 
see any thing di&reot in Bargie and Forth {torn the 
rest of the country. It is, indeed, perhaps of Uttle 
ibomMft to Mlice any things that is said by a man, 
who, professing he had a. great desire^to visit these 
baronies, of which be had heard so nMich^ passed 
through them in a part of a day, and left thena the 
next morning at an early hour. 

For our part it is eight years since we first visited 
these baronies, and in many and repeated visita 
since we have had only one uniform impressioiYjt 
that both in the cultivation, in their babitations, 

ia 

that, dfl sudden and gtneral as vat the dsiag of the inhahitanta' of this 
county, in the month of May of that year, no less sudden and general 
was the retnin of these people, in July following, to their industry and 
their homes (for houses thousands had none) ; which most certainly is to 
he ascrihed to his Majesty's gracious act of mercy, |ind at the same time 
proves, thai the dispositions of the inhabitants were finp from- bemg iri«- 
claimable. By the beginning ofltarvest, oidery asftur as rsltoted to the is- 
, surgents, was perfectly restored. 



X 



OF rn^ CWJNTY or wf3cford. 57, 

in th^ir ttumier^, l^its^, in their deo^nt and orderly 
<l(eportiii^t,.|he{ie9flpiUry are not only superior to- 
thofo^in any oiher distrJQt of Ireland w^bave see»y 
bii^ very little io/^i^riOK to loany of < the happiest dis^ 
tcicts cf Gtesft^Britaiii. r 

III the baronies of Forth and^Bargito^ the general^ 
coioplatot of indolencey idleness, and "want, qf: eoi-.. 
ployoient for the people, is never heard^ ' Theirin* - 
habitants a^e so fully occupied in the cultivation of 
the soil, as to afbrd them all the means of saW 
sisteoce. and. oQinfort, attended with a degree of 
prosperity, a^d oyeo wealth, unknown in other parta 
of Ireland, cirquoistances very aat^raUy arrestipgthci 
atteatipti of. any person desirjOus.f^f;r^,i|iF98(ig&tion9 
and pf exbabit^ng what n»ay, hadon?: in other parfKof 
this island by what has actually taken place in 9M 
district. . • ..'>••. ■ '■'. 

While the haggard, fiipe^of poverty, too frequentljr 
in many parts .of, Iceland, Mf rings the feeling ho^t, 
we behold Ia one siti^tiqn of . considerable . extent 
nothing Mt(9h/^^i;fu| cultivators, amongst wh^in want 
and miseiy *are equally unknown, unksii. frpm the 
sad ules of the mendicant wanderers binding hit|)ef 
their weary steps, to partake pf the well known bos- 
pjilUdity of tbe buipblf^ but plenteous board of tbf^ 
inhabitants of t^ Eo^iab barpnies* Nor altboug^i 
tbe crowds of :bi9ggai9i we have witnessed, pouring 
into: this • hi^BR^' >^^9ff during the summer months 
H from 



ar% th^ 't^v^f it»Md io ttf^j^ifdit Hriiiel^^n «vttiti'; 

true spirit of their English ano«it€frs'ls%«pl^i^, tHIit 
U«Sg*^ tobked HVptin iw^n itM&HMe'diUgM^e.- > l4or 
a#»liriy fbtKMl i^^itaivd^ bi»ed^4lf''tttektttnte4MttithiiM 
tiMit <Me 4bldyibNiid, >«r tAfirm, "i^^ ;8mttfeti^«« 7%ity% 
dlHldr«fi'lbl^49#f»idigi>dr^4)fia)«. ^ Ail ^htst >^e ¥M4}ty^ 
3^^l^i4^'h]«}hla»i)fed'%y^b<!frWigl^l]P(H]i«^ 
d^t ^t^ ii«c«ssit^ A)f 'ref^^ftig * tid'f «R>dbM Mtll»%r 
«!^^i^iii«tfHy ' M4)ibh pf<6v6s 'thtft i%M» iMtriiSt ' in i A^ltf 

a{l))Mteai)dti' i6f' wti»t-Dc^ ^be^^te^^ttted^^-^^viili 

;«!lkWtiWes'.; ' ' ' '- - •• •'.'•^ * '- '' *'■ 

Strongly impressed with the appearance of^^b^h ^k 
Mie ttF sbiSWtjr,' We 'fcre led tin^kte»ly to»*rfeh; •tfeat 
siA;fa^Wttne'fhk'stdte^''fhe'i^hdle i^tiM,*«)d<Mt <tf 
iHils ^atid ^Yrty ; Tdr We ttt^e-fbtty iii*tts»iekb«ltfWc 
U 'tJiUtfh i^ra to wish, thats^vft^'ii^re'^lM^tie'^^im 
bf tdiirif in& TJOmcJrotw 'e3rten5iv^td4sfrlfets<lHHfc»ln WHi 
ttbrtb' aiid *h l!ie soirfh drtbe-srster 'Mandi ^ - ^j 
' "Willi dfl the sip^l^dd(>d'<3rcbt^Briti^te'M^ 
iE^d; 'sfll the' ductal api^earahcfe 'bf '^boifort %tab 
WWWi life is there ^mbeHish^ai 1thbel^r*WIJ-'«l«- 
Ifcicfeiia to M^rtHHe' cottages*^ 'theVpW immtJfifld^ 
^hamepAlm'*iTl'4)o yiriaedi «a^ cWHfiMt, gfeiftj^ 
*"'• ' propriety, 



▼oiiring to present as accurate a .«^^;^j^<9i«4«|im- 
4m«9s. ctf (hM #^i*^ «iSf«^#«;^:«W^ w4^>iiWPP^er, 

IMHflClftv k. ^a^ iMOMli^. tbfit all Irefl^^ s^<mM! ^^/ ^We 
# apptttra to. l9a» ^al a 4imiiM !»(aM of Bm^r^X^mwt 

.4)iat- w^ shiM.^,aUi&i tioi j^iic^JiMii^ th^fie, iutp^fiMit 
objects in their full force. It would requii|%,fim§h 

.^humstli liiy II, gffitJ#pjw.>w%]^*MW:ip^ t^e.^i^^ 
c prbiNMaieia *f:lte.agw4mHfe^>i^ <y«trM^t. Vvft *n 

Ioif.wa9y,yfar§ part pqwplaWft^v^Hsff: W#> 

m. 5<H pvl*t gC Grfiajiij^itftiPfc.flfl ^ ^^r^jct^b^n^pf 

; . . H 2 the 
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the imn\\ Ckrmeni «nd cottagers; drivttig item from 
their hamlets, and consolidatihg^rths to an ienormoiis 
extent.' This revolutioD, which has grailodly take^ 
place darkig the last fifty t/r sixty jr^afs, has lessen!^ 
the number 6f siippKers, aiMf added Urgety to the 
bddy of ebnsmners. ' 

The cottegers have bfeen driven Into villageSj' the 
irHlagers hftLVe been forced into towns, and theibwns. 
men have been enticed Utto oitit{& While the cot- 
tagers remained in their hamlets, w^le the villi^gers 
were spread abroad ih their V^icinages, t^ obearlal 
cultivators of thefr little farms, they not only derived 
lAtich of their subsistence frotuF the soHf, wtiereon thfjy 
iived, but'contribnMd^ alsd te thitf Aanmbii^ maily 
supplies, which 4ire now fbund wanting. Wbeiheto^ 

r^hen they became townsmen' and cittssens, they 
ceased' to be suj^Uers, and beeaOHi akogelfaer con«^ 

'•sutnetiii - '^ 

Tht9 syMiem; wiricb we have tefig deplored, has 
been hot a tittle forwarded by the wriltiogaof Mr* 
JVrtbur Yoisng and others, who incessantly talk aboat 
-the' profits of great capitals to be employed in 

^agriculture, and reprobate the division of laixl into 
small farms, -vrithoiit ever considering that, wbi^tis 

^ great to the capacity kod means of one farmer, may 
be small to the capacity of -toother, andtbal^itis 
llherefbre no matter whether the fa^ms are $mM 
or great, provided that actrvityis given to the plough 

and 
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^4Hk1 to the ipade over every valley uid every mcmn« 

• tain in Great-Britain at|d Ireland. - 

' ^Tbis activity can fiever be given but ^y means of 

numbers of bands ^read abroad' over tbecouiitr}^. 

And' wbetbet! these consist of cuhivatori, who derive 

^11 their iupplres from the eukivation of ibe soil, or 

whether tbey derive part of it from manufinttures^ 

*froiQ mines, or ffom &herie«, tbopelitical c0co|iotiNit 

'maintains, that: it is on sueh a stilts of emplayment 

and population tbtft the. true proepe^itf, i^eal wexith, 

^and strength of a country must depend. 

In this state of employment and occupation we 
have found the greatest part of the county of Wex- 
tqird to be at this moment. In such a state as this 
was the greatest part of England, about the begiii<r 
ning and towards the middle of 4he last century^ 
AVliereas it now appears, that the agricultural sySi- 
te'm they have been led to adopt ha« occasioned a 
Fast depopalati^u of the country, and with that all 
the evils, which wise men have suspected, and the 
existence, oif. which is now. fully proved* Nor is 
there any prepention in mathematics, that is moee 
demonstrable tbani the proposition, tbi^t this agricul- 
tural system; praetised and praised in Great-Britain^ 
depopulates the country.* 

This 

« The CBUBMraaan of ISOIr^onf • tlwuMttd otiier jafonnstiQaf, 
«mcc8 the truth gf that position. 



4e {:foaTATiarRG«USIJlB»rMi •• 
much pro6t from, greai. ofti>it^$« wUi Ukd^ bl»apr» 

) ;3bQgw^4iim office aiMtiferliui»^ i|i» feQr 



V OTl 



Ko.qfffoutes Diit^ l>€cr€ase. 

C>ml>rHj|e«hice 18,6291 1«,451 " 2,115 

3P8sex... 40,545 ' 33,3^ 1,14Y 

linooln ...45,019 42,489 2,530 

Nbffblk ..>...... 56,519 .49,140 ^439 

»irtliw>*-^.V*.»; ^m . , 3^6?... 90^. 

SiiibllL .47,537 32,305 ^ 14,782 

These aie all aft'ic^ttii|ral coonties ; aaoA th^dimitiiHSeii af tbe otttt- 

bow mucYk th)s agricultural ra^eipi extends tp ^('popvlftte the coun|rie)!» 
wMdi are cbinpreheadeik Witftiii tk« arcltf'of its ttAhap|)3r Jollttblici^: 

i«s^ number of shires of Scotland, which . have liieen tl^e most boasted 
for improVea agncuHere, and have 'been 'fa^^ie sanie manifer' depo«- 

out, hi their Hatistical aocounts j^jgiblish^d by Sir Jghn Sinclair, the 
coiJsoKdation of farms, sheep farming, ^tbe drvfcisg tke people froiiii tie 
hamlets into towns, as the obvious canses of the depopnlation of their 
several parishes, and which in many districts have driven the inbabi- 
Um^ i4'U wbole eoiNMFy *sM9 td.o«ICitate the land n» i 
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«ffiuit )of 41m| sirstemivle ie|doffe.b^ tkdsa lo pi»4uoe 
a imaectainiiiQdityiatadteitrecfiUcu* ... 

(bi "Ucty Abe naA^R-ecf af^ticukone jd<i|^ not ^Amtf^i 
tbese^Mb^vifliMs ofrtabour^^^^ior of |M <;€^p)ete $er: 
pacBtioo ofionr bOaiocMfi^oai-itfio^b^y lOa^M^ib tb<s 
great increase and perfecfioti^f MliiM^uawl^fsr ^ ^^ 
lively depemiik * >/ 

flo ciitke]y(lfaeiNisuMfi»/o(lbe gn»«ier Irona itl^tx)f the 
com fiftnncv^jfitbr teradeioftheiskilili) ^H»^^i^itba^t gS, 

iMiet^peMn . fiam itb^ ' m(M$g4- \m^ lih^l pipHg^aii^. 
llieriMar^bliPer^itbei^wer if Ake. s^ed^ 4t¥l ibft rmper 

those difierent sorts of labourilsetftAfiggf^Kif^l^M 4if 
liieiakeiifvpft of tfto: :]mup^ ! it lis impat^ible 4h#^ ^Qpie 
Muiisliofakl te< emiilojed/in ««(f tf t{ij|it)«; , Tim £J«Nt 
pcA6il6Uft7(of^iII]dling;sorooknp^ 4.i^psh 

iMboiv^f*ii4ltI|DiUfi8peot brniwlw&iofiliijbcto^r. i^Ai^^/^ 

ibuuiuftKMii^iniairiiBS ;to Agfi«ii)t 
cdithcit:|iraductivenesa, vrbkih faa9^kearf44f«e,if\5bpjr 
application to the improvfMKmt i)l(«t«(ai^fac;l(|r'^. J% 

to(f-adibrtsi]iolIer^iian olbMiii'be, vliU vbe.ii^und to 

V iti ... 'J i I .; 1 .'.}t .,; r . : . i ,. ; , .be, 

'^ k» lOialniHti on Oil tbrti trade, atid^ed^preciatltni ofmcmev, ' ^ 
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be 'more productive, and to bring jts prodacdohft> 
cheaper to the market. Tbiss^eimto have been the 
state of England daring the first My jears of the 
last century, miA is the state of thi» part of Ireland^'* 
and perhaps of the gpeatiest} part of the tillage coun* 
tiea of Ireland at this period. 

^e would hope, that by spirited encouragement 
the cultivation of the soil may stiU be rene«Ked and 
increased in England; bot, when* we consider the 
flourishing state of ber numerous manufactures, the» 
high wages held out by the manufactureni, we. fear 
k will be at ileast a- coiisideraUe period, befoijesbe- 
wilt be able- to supply a sufficient quantity of graibrat 
a moderate price> of herbwn growth, foe the support) 
of her increasing population* . . !• ^ : 

'Kext> however^ to her being'.able to supply liersdff 
from the produce of her own soil, is the advantage} 
of deriving that supply from any biber part of tbc^ 
United kingdoin ; thereby pneventii^! rher , wealtib 
frooEi being spnt abroad, to enrich foreign^ nations, to 
cultivate the fields, i&nd increase the. population and 
strength of those> with whom she may eventually be^ 
obliged to contend tn anm; ( .; 

We have long beto of opinion, that^ Irelabd pre^^ 
senis this meansof supply to the wants of Great-Bpi« 
tain ; that while the iaci^easing wealth of that part 
of the United kingdom has turned her corn fields into 
grass, for the supply of meat instead of grain, her in- 
creasing 
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creasing inimifacjturing pot>ulat ion maybe suppIifSd 
with the gmi»'tbey want from this part of the king- 
doiD; by aifferdiiig a Bufficient encouragement to the 
inhabitants i fully: to exercise their labour and inge* 
niiity. on the fertility of .the soil of Ireland. 

We lunre been much confirmed in this opinion by 
the circumstances, which have presented ^themselyes - 
to our consideration, in the examination of. the 
county of Wexford and particularJy some of its dis-* 
tricts ; and we shall therefore pursue this enquiry^ as; 
far as, we think, the observations we have made will 
bear us out.' To evince the impracticability of Ire-, 
land's being able to produce such« a surplus of grain , 
as we suppose^ the humidity of the climate of Ire-^ 
land has beenr adduced as a reason, that , the cultiva- . 
tion even of grain should not be made a prinicipal ^ 
object of attention ; and it has been maintained, that • 
its inhabitants should turn .their attention chiefly to 
pasturage in preference to tillage. From all the at-, 
tention we have been abl^ to pay to this subject, we 
are convinced, as we have already observed, that the 
injuries, which the humidity of the climate of this dis- 
trict, and other districts adjacent to it, occasions to 
tjie culture of corn, are more, inconsiderable than Js 
generally imagined. We have not found, that in or- 
dinary good seasons there is any deficiency in the 
grain arriving to perfection; and in seasons sucb as 
the last,, where much rain fell in England, in the 
I early 



&6 STATISTICAL SURVEY 

^tti bfth^ ^tAttset, a& ^ell as here, i^e have fcrand 
tteiC the tr6p» i»&t nbt more injured- ify this dl^ttki 
t&elh ih the Gppmteto^i of Wai^^ or in the counu 
ti^ 5f bedfovd and Sttflblk, whteh are dn the same 
parallel in £rrg]an4. The lalte gre&i advancer of the 
> Iti&4n the culture of grain are sufBcieltit to sheiv, 
that feard dn this head are in a great measure groimd^ 
\e^^ atid that the defects arising from thence may^ in 
alt (JrobalyHity) be remedied by imjirbved cbltivation, 
hf the itftfoduttion of the horse^hdeing husbandry 
atid other improvements, which^ by keeping the 
grbiind clbari atid free from grass arid weeds, may 
eHkbte Ihe farmer to conntersict this blilnidity of cli^ 
m£ll^, ^hibb in many other resjieotk) is' an advantage 
initfeill t)f beln^ a disadvantage. . Eken the gii^aier 
qbatttity ef raib^ that issupjidsed tpfall jnjreland, in . 
tI16 darUer months^ will be fodod in many siiuationi . 
nbt only useful^ but necessary for its agriculture* 
fT6tii the^e and bany other facts ^^re could state, \re 
niu&t cbnebde^ that the inhabitants of Ireland have 
Kltle br no^;hi\ig^ with which they can reproach na*. 
tare: her Spil, her situation, prodnitiortsj climate are 
such, as to afford thfe bflo'st atople scope for thd exer- 
tion and em{)loym^nt of etery spfeeies of industry^ 
but Jiarlicularly for the industry employed for tile 
cultivation of land ; and that the deficiency in the ^ 
geheVal industry df the country arUed from causeis 
proceeding not from natural disadvanftages, wb&:h do 

not. 
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not exist, butfrotftsomeother defeots, which ^houtd^be^ 
examined, dieveloped, land corrected; But, aft it would 
api^earfrom the general industry of,the4iihabUaftts 
of the county of Weifford, that there has .not be^n 
any hindrance to their industry, at least in som^ {>ai4« 
of it, it is necessary to take a short view of-fehe his- 
tory of thfs district, and then to explain the particu- 
lar circumstances and modeof industry in jhe-cidtuire 
df their soil. • ' . • ' 

View of the ancient state and settlement ofiiie >£iigii»b 
inthecoun^ofWexifond^ 

Whatever credit may be due to .the splendid, ac« 
counts%r antiquarians, .r«spect(Bg the civ^ilizatipn, 
ivise institutions, and happy stafe qf the'^Irish.aation 
in more remote periods, it is Gei*ta'ui that on the Javji- 
sion of the Englkh, in the reign of Kjng. Henry the 
Second, towards the latter eird -of > the twelfth cen- 
tury, the people vi^ere as barbarous a& any of the.ui>e 
civilized'^nations of Europe ^tl^hsLt-peridd. It there^ 
fore eouM not be supposed, thi^t agriculture IvaA 
made ^y considera^ble progress ; the inhabitants sub>i- 
sisting chiefly on flesh, of whieh it appears- 1 bey i|ia)d 
abundance from the numerous herds of <!atile, with 
ivbicb IreliEmd*^}i?n.^i^Rd^fl. . . .: ^ 

In the time of the Romans we are iirformod^ 

Ihat the ..t^m^m d\j^)fit $^i t,l^e^cflij'nty .of Wexford) 

I 2 extending 
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N, 

extending from the river Oboca, or Ovpca, ivhich still 
is near the northern- boundary of this county , to Con- 
carne or Carnepoint, was inhabited by a tribe c4led 
the Menapii) who had for their chief city Menapia^ 
being placed to the eastward of the Modora, Slanus, 
or JSlave. , 

The %Testern part of the district of Wexford waa 
possessed by the Brigantes; who owned also all Water- 
ford, and gave the name of Bergie to their p^rt of 
Wexford, whPch to this day gives the name to the 
barony of Bergie or Bargie. 

The chief city of Menapia has been confounded 
with Waterford ; some have also asserted, that it was 
situated where Wexford is now placed. /From the 
inspection of a very ancient copy of the jU^ap of 
Ptolomy the geographer, who flourished about the 
year of Christ 140, which copy we have seen in the 
King's library, there remains no doabt with us, that 
the ancient Menapia was situated wl)^re Fernes now 
stands, and which was also the qhief city, of King 
Derniod on the landing of the English.*. j,'\^exford 
was then inhabited by the Danes or O^tmen^ to 
which King Dermod laid siege with the aid ^.Fitz- 
Stephen and Fitzgerald, and about three hundred 

' . and 

»^ It may be here not improper tot)l)scrTe, that this first landiag of 
the En|;Iisli was nerely that of a few private ad veDturen»/and that 
they, landed at .Bag and Bunn, in the county of Wexford, where the 
remains of their camp is to beseen at thii^ day, and which is improperly 
called Strongbow's camp, who landed in the coimty of Waterford some 
months afterwards. 

■ '/ . ■ 
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and ninety men they had brought lyitb them froat 
England to his assistance, which, having surrendered, 
was granted to Fitzstephen, and Carrig with th6 
lands adjoininjg to Fitzgerald.* To Hervey de Mount- 
morres, a relation of, Earl Strongbow, he gave the 
two cantreds or hundreds lying between Wexford 
and Waterford, which fire now denominated the 
baronies of Forth and Bargie. There seem at this 
period to have been very few peoplie.ip this district, 
and indeed, by every account, the greatest part of 
Ireland was infaab,ited at this time by tribes of peo^ 
pie very little further advanced, than the inhabitants 
of North America on the first invasions of the 
Europeans. To thii$ thin population, as well as the 
divisions of the island into numerous small tribes, is 
to be ascribed the facility, with which the English 
established themselves, with scarcely any army, or 
hardly a battle, after the few encounters on their first 
arrival, so that in a few years time they had Wholly 
subdued the itatives, not only in the county of 
tVexford, but in various parts of the four provinces. 
. It was, however, in the two cantreds or hundreds, 
granted as above mentioned to Hervey de iWount- 
morres, that a colony of the Anglo-Saxons, who had 
been for some time settled on the sea coasts of South 

Wales, 

^ From Fitzgerald th« Duke of Leinster's family are descended, 
llbe last lineal heir of Fiizstephen died some years ago at Youghal ia 
great poTeriy. 
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Wales, were ptanted, srnce ca(Hed ^lie baronies bt 
Forth and Bargie, and known mthe^cowntry by 4h^ 
name of the En^liyh baronies, from the first English 
colony having not only been there planted, but from 
their* descendants remaining to this day much more 
tmmlxed with the 'Original inrhabitants, than any 
others in this district. 

These two baronfies -v/ere not conquered or taken 
by violence, but .wene granted by'Dermod, king of. 
tfhis part of Ireland, to one of the English adven- 
turers, who had'cbbie over in the reign of Henry 'H. 
to assist him in the recovery of hiskingdom. Hervey 
df Mount morres, the nephew of 'Richard Earl 
Strongbow, ^as the person declared 'lord of these 
biaronies, and who, it is supposed, brought over the 
cdlbuy frdm South Wales, of the Anglo-Saxons, to 
settle in this pan of Ireland, 

This part of the county of Wexford was well cal- 
culated for ^n infant colony. These baronies are , 
surrounded on the east and south by the ocean, and 
on the west are separated from the rest of the county 
by an arm of the sea, called the Scare of Bannow ; 
on the north they are bounded by a ridge of moun- 
tain^ called the tnoirntairt of Fort or Porta, signifying 
strong or strength, and from this it would seem the 
barony of Fort or Forth acquired its name ; in which 
barony the descepdants of this, colon}', about 60 
j^ars ago, spoke the Anglo-Saxon language in -con- 
^ siderable 
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stdtrable pnrit j, sr vocatbnkry V)f Wbicb was doU^atod 
by thill! assidnoas and lqarn«d iIIgiitr«lloi( o£ IrM» 
"^ antiqiiitLes^ Geitetal VaHaocey^ tnd .pidilisbted in lb« 
/<^4^///4bBt 'volntne ot the Trahsactions^ oC Che Boydl Irish 
Academy. The inhabitant^sti^L speah, amongst end 
another^ a dialect of tba Saxon mised with JfingUih, 
^nd have no Ivish wbatever. 

: : fTbe^ baronies extend about ten Irish adM £i«st 
east to iresty abng the> sea shore^ and stretching iroai 
Aieiitse) to the mountain of Fort or Fortby to tht 
breadth of eight miles. The whole extQmdiOg fiom; 
^ mountain of Forth consists of lowland, entifrely 
ailU'Ttal^ dootaimng marie intermixed with ihelisb 
In some places the horns and the bones of the moose 
deer have been found. There is here also limestone 
of marine origin , nor does the granite appeairany 
where but at Concarne point , which consists of coih- 
pact granite. 

The appearance of the baronies from the momn^' 
tain of Forth is not uniike the appearance ^. thi 
south 6f the county of Deron from the mounw 
tains of north Dartmore^ thbugh pn a much stnalieF 
sca/le. The whole is well inhabited. The fariti 
houses generally as Jn Devonshire, built with mud 
and thatched, appearing warm and comfortable, with 
convenient out-bouses adjoining ; even the very small 
farmers, of from five to ten acres,, have their habita- " 
tions comfortable and -convenient. The inhabitants 
. • . . / do 
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do not five entirely on potatoes, as in many other 
parts of Ireland. They have always oatmeal boiled 
with milk for breakfast, and meat for their dinner 
twice a week, that is on Sundays and Thursdays, and 
very often on Tuesdays, 
' We were desirous of aseertainiiig the population of 
this district, but found it very dfficultto accomplish, 
from the feat that the people had of the enquiry being 
intended for some purpose of revenue; and the. 
clergy of the Roman Catholic persuasion were afraid 
to assist^ us, without a special order from govern-^ 
menty as much clamour had arisen from an attempt 
made to ascertain the population, previous to the late 
rebellion. * 

We have, however, been able to come near enougb 
the truth, for the purpose of general reasoning on the 
subject. 

The barony of Forth Comprehends twenty two 
parishes,, including the towii of Wexford, which is 
divided into four parishes within the wails, and three 
parishes in the suburbs. By a return, with which we 
were favoured by the Rev. Mr, Elgee, Rector of 
Wexford^ the population of that town is as follows : , 



W£XFORd. 
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WfiXFOUD 


• 


Pansys. 


fitntsfss* 


Inhabitants, 


Westward - 


. 1«6 


1134 


East Ward - 


- 138 


l£42 


Northward - 


- 146 


1260 


Southward - 


- 2J4 


2286 


* 


658 


within the walls 5922 



The parishes fororing the suburbs are atsb as 
follows, the number of acres being taken frpu^ the 
lists of the barony constables, and the numbf r of 
houses from the hearthmoney collectors, returned to 
government in the year 1800. 

The Rev. Mr. Elgee assured us, that tlie rate ia 
these parishes might be taken at the same as those 
within the walls, viz. nine persons to each house* 
But that we might not exceed, we bava tak^t) the 
population at the same rate as country parishtt, in 
order to determine which we obtained tin accirate 
enumeration of one parish, consisfmg of 89 families, 
inhabiting 89 houses, which we fou^id to amount to 
2i9 males, and 291 feaiales, or $60 pers^, or 6.2 
lo a house. We have however taken it only at six 
to a house. Mr. Busht takes the whole county of 
Wei^ford at the same rate of six to a house. 



Parishss 



74 
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Pai^ishes in the suburbs of WiXrORD. 

Parishes, Houses. No. of Acres, 

St. John's . - - 348 320 

St. MicfaaePs ^ - 404 160 

St. Peter's - ^ . 191 1200 



943 



1680 



Country Parishes in the Barony of Forth* 



/^2 



Parishes. 


Houses, 


No. of Acres, 


Sharmeen - - 


• 


25 


480 


Game - . '. 


. 


i9 


910 


Island . - . 


. 


83 


1100 


Rosslare * - 


. 


59 


1000 


B. Brennan, and , 


^ 


3^ 


1 740 


Killinic - - - 


. 


54 


Kilscoran 


. 


57 


1295 


Maglas • . . 


» 


98 


1830 


Kihrane - - ' - 


. 


74 


1595 


JacumptioQ • « 


- 


51 


1720 


Ratbmakiee * * 


. 


75 


B€0 


Drinagb « - 


- 


128 


1980 


Rathaspeck -^ ^ 


- 


67 


1205 


Kildavan - - 


m. 


75 


^ 1220 


Ballymore - - 


- 


S3 


1360 



^ 1005 

Parishes in tlie Sub- 1 
urbs of Wexford ) 



17,395 
I968O 



1,948 



19,075 



Barony 
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Barony ot Barcie. 



Parishes. 


Houses. ' 


No. of Acres. 


Tomhaggard, and 


• 67 


12200 


Kilturk - . . 


- 73 


Kilmoor - - - 


. 140 


1900 


MulrankiD, and - 


. 86 


>2300 


Kilcoan . . ^ 


- 53 




Bannow, and - 


. 131 


1 3750 


Killag - - . 


- 29 




Duncoraiicky and 


- 133 


>390O 


Carrig ... 


- 70 




Ballyconnic, and 


- 7? 


i 2850 


Kilmanan - - - 


. 90 




Ambrosetowrf, and 


109 


1 3300 


Kilcavan . *. . 


- 89 
1142 




• 


20,200 



From the above it appears, that the baronies of 
Forth and Bargie, exclusive of the town of Wexford 
witjiin the walls, amount to 39,275* acres, 13,090 
bouses, and at six to a house will give 18,540 inha* 
bitants, to which if we add the population of Wex- 
ford 

* These numbers of acres, taken from the barony coastables' books, 
ffiye not the n^ole number of acres in the barony, only those farms that 
are assessed. The whole extensive mountain of Forth^ we understood, is 
not included, hor some large desmesnes. We fear also the quantity of 
acres is taken more from computation than any accurate measurement : 
the Grand Jury seem to be of that opinion, as they have ordered an 
aetual survey to be made, from an opinion that the account in the con^ 
sta})les' books are much less than the tnie quantity. 
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ford .within the walls, it will gire 24,462 inhabitants 
in the two baroBics; of whieb 1140 families are 
nrhoUy employed in the ciiltiyation of the soU, in 
such a manner as not only to 9U|)porl ibeaaadhrts in 
great ease and comfort, but to produce a surplus 
forming a very considerable addition to the wealth 
and revenue of the kingdom. This surplus produce 
is chiefly in barley and wheat, the potatoes and oats 
being considered as the food of the inhabitants, al- 
though there are considerable quantities of both sold 
in the town of Wexford, with great quantities of 
poubry, and abundance of porfi, beef, mutton, and 
remarkably excellent veal; there are also some* 
dairies, where a considerable quantity of butter is 
made up for exportation, and some cheese; a consi- 
derable fishery for oysters,^ lobsters, cod, turbot, and 
soles, is carried on upon the coast* In the winter 
season also the herrings frequently make their ap* 
pearance in considerable abundance : to whieb ought 
i6 bat added immense flocks of widgeon, barnacle, 
teal, guiniard, ducks, geese, an^ wild swans, alto* 
gether forming ain abundance of not only the neces- 
saries but the luxuries of life, not to be. surpassed in 
any district of the British Islands. 

The whole of the barony of Forth and about one 
third part of Bargie is evidently alkvial, containing^ 
at the depth of a few feet under the soil, abundance 
oi marlej with marine sheih and rounded pieces of 

'/'':" fiqnestone. 
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'lioBestone. A vein also of compact limestone of 
marine origin runs^ in a direction from north-east to 
flootb-westy from the bay of Wexford, about a mile 
from tbe town, to the sea at Duncormick hill. The 
use of marie seems to have been introduced into this 
part of Ireland, as a manure, from a very early period*, 
most probably by the Saxons on their first settling in 
this district, as it is said it was by them introduced 
iotc^ England. Lime^is ^d to have been also made 
use of to a considerable extent formerly, but is now 
given up in favour of marie, which forms the basis of 
cultivation in all those parts not immediately on the 
sea shore. For the lands bordering on the sea to 
the distance of about a mile the floating sea-weed 
and calcareous sand, found on the sea-shore, form the 
principal manures, and in those parts, where great 
abundance of this sea- weed is found, they obtain very 
excellent crops of both grain and potatoes. 

In the mode of applying these manures, they uni-^ 
formly prefer laying the marie on the ley or sod. 
This is done in the summer, as soon after their seed- 
timQ a& they find their horses have recovered a little 
frora^ their spring labour ; for here, as in all parts of 
Ireland, the common farmers never feed their work- 
ing cattle with oats. They put out from 1000 to 
1400 car-loads to the Irish acre; it is considered, 
that the quantity should be such as to afford, when 
spread tolerably thick, covering to tbe ground. The 

calcareous 
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calcareous sea-sand they also put generally on the 
surface, but often also form a compost of sea-sand' 
and sea-weed, and sometimes earth and the scrapings 
of ditches, and plough it into the soil. 

The dung they uniformly use for their potatoes, 
and often also sea-weed for the purpose of raising 
that useful article. 

After marling, they generally take yrbeat with 
one ploughing of the ley, harrow in the seed, ^nd 
shovel the furrows. They sow generally in October, 
but often in November, about three fourths of a barrel, 
that is aboqt fifteen stone. In moderately good years 
they state, that they obtain from ten to fifteen barrels; 
but we apprehend from correct information, that from 
eight to twelve is nearer the truth, to the acre. The 
cultivation of wheat has been of late years very much 
extended. They often take wheat after their pota- 
toes: their second crop after wheat is barley, but 
this is not confined to their wheat stubbles ; they 
have generally miich more ground under barley than 
wheat, the barley being their principal crop. For 
barley they plough twice, and sow from a barrel -and 
a half to two barrels on an acre ; they have gene- 
rally fifteen barrels produce in good years, and even 
in favourable situations upon the sea-coast they have 
sometimes twenty barrels to the acre. 

After barley they take beans, ploughing once, and 
sowinp; a barrel and a half to the acre. They get 
from 1 5 to 20 barrels of beans to the acre. Beans also 

are 
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are frequently taken on the ley, dressing with earth 
firom the sides of the field, put up spinetimes with 
marie and sea-sand in a compost, or with sea-weed. 
Beans they consider as a preparation for barley, and 
they DOW generally lay down their lands after beans 
with barley, clover, and grass seeds. Beans arc not 
now nearly so general a crop as formerly ; they com- 
plain that, being liable to be full of weeds, the soii'is 
exhausted instead of being ameliorated, and particu- 
larly, where the crop of beans fails, they never have 
good barley the next year, because the weeds be- 
come still more predominant. This remark is not 
peculiar to this country, but the same thing was 
found to take place in England, until the mode of 
sowing the beans in rows and horse-hoeing them was 
introduced. 

It is to be hoped that the premiums offered, and 
the endeavours made by the public spirited indivi- 
dual we mentioned above, will be attended with the 
effect of introducing the practice of horse-hoeing 
their beans, and by that means restoring this valu- 
able crop to its place in the husbandry of this district. 

The parishes on the sea-coas(^ are divided into 
small holdings of five, six, ten, and sometimes twenty 
acres, on which is exhibited that wonderful industry 
and exertion, which never fails to take place in Ire- 
land, where the inhabitants have any security by 
leases for the enjoyment of the fruit of their labour, 

however 
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however small the extent of the field they have to 
cultivate. 

The parish of Came or Carran is a very remarkable 
instance of this disposition to industry, and is highly 
deserving the attention of those , who are desirous of 
estimating what may be done in this part of the 
United kingdom. 

Eastern District. 

This part of the county of Wexford is separated from 
the barony of Forth by the river Slaney, and consuita 
of the baronies of Balagheen, Gorey, and part of 
Scarewalsb. It is bounded on the north by the mout>- 
tains of Wicklow ; on the east it is bounded by the 
Slaney, the banks of which, on both sides of this fiver^ 
may be considered as being contained in this district, 
as the lands on either side contain the same alluvial 
strata, which pervade the greatest part of the district* 
In the northern pajrt of Scarewalsb and of Gorey 
there is some mountainous ground, consisting of se* 
condary strata, chiefly shistose argillite, with little or 
no modern formations. There are in other parts 
single mountains, of no great height, of similar strata, 
but The general character of the country is that of 
low and gently swelling hills and vales, opening 
east and southward, through which numerous streams 

take an easy winding course toward the sea. In aU 

• parts 
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part^ oftbis-dtaitrici there is abdndacice of marie; tbpi^ 
of the argiUaeteous.and QdheLreom ktfJDdyrjknd in aome 
the calcareous or sbeli made;: and >iece are Qftea 
fcMAnd^as in the southern disti^oti the jhoroabnd* bones 
of the dipQs^ df er. ., u. .-.liu r.i 

The Slaney pours its waters also through mucU.aL; 
lu vial strata, and contains .eo^e^'side ofAUk banks f Ar a 
consider^ible extent, aftie».ii|Wfei^ tfafe tonntry, dbujtl^' 
dance of the rounded and. bIjl9M4 ifagnieM;s ^f juo^ 
stone. These. Qtrajta.disapp^arin^bjHitAbrfe mikl^fihi^w 
Enniscorfihy, to which (daqcMthQ. tide 0AWfi und %hp 
river is. ni^vigable fee ..bflftta ap^! JU^bteigi: Be-* 
loV Enoiscortky, -and from then^, tO: Weyfordi jbe 
baak> of the Slattey ace hjgh .and^pp^RjobeaaAifpI^y. 
orna«ie9ted. by many elegit ;.$^^tAj//^'j|{!ref^ft^aml 
natijire a^e combined, iii .r^oderii^g; .lii£i9';paft: e£ibe 
couptry eqi^al. to any. thi^g in the United kingdoitt^ 
highly deserving theattentioji^f ,tibe,tEayeUisr|,:and'y 
i/ witbin the compass pf our design, would aiFofxi: 
us pleai(ure to describe. . T^ere are al^.,sf^me spiViled 
exaimples of agricultural improyemeat* The mcst^ 
consf^cuQus in this respect is Temple-HiU, .the seat, 
of William. Harvey, Esq. who has a stpck of the ne«l 
Leicester breed of sheep, and in the course of a kw 
years has made a. very considerable impro^frefseot. 
This gentleman disposes of his tups ata moderate price 
to the fieigbbouring farmers, thereby inducing them to 
make a trial of the advantage of this valuable breeds 
L Mr. 
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Mr. tialrvey b also isohiVatiVig gtttn Wiiiter food on 
a large fccde for' bi» ^sidilk^ Hvhreh fibews aW tbo 
truth df tte liemark tirb bavt^ fornM^rly made^'tfaat 
the introdiiotion of tfae^ valuable breeds is always 
an inducement to cultivate green winter and spring 
fdod; 

At BellViewv'M t^ ojipo^ite side of^tb^Sianey, 
Mr.'^Gebrg^'Ogiie b ^li^ilf bvibg his demesne in n 
stlj^Hdr sttto^ ibi^ wtt^h- ()ilf'}}|>se he has procured a 
bio^i^ddiali '£r6(B 'Sobtland^ rwho ift^ihtroducing the 
lAode tf feedlit^^ battle- j^actksed there. Near this 
CoiinseUl^i^ LydterV^t BeNmOuiit^ akboug^b On U small 
scate^ mft-ifait^s^i^'ttki^b fieatn^s tares, rape, tur- 
mps^ iMt the torriip cabbage. N€aY T^itfji^-HiU, Mr» 
Armstrong Browfi bas tat fX^tny yt^,n beeti in tbe 
pmttke of c^ltivatiitig ttirnip^, rapt*^* leetbhage, firid 
oit*»er grefeit crops fbr= HviiDtar food. Mu LeHunte 
albojat Art^fattid^fKl^, Is very attentive tb agricultural 
ikpvov^<$m. Thdre are ma)^y ocbefr gentieitten 
i*fc5 bave V**or«ed t6 th^ country since the fate in- 
stirr«ction, who s&^tA desirous of extendiAg tfaeir im* 
j*POvements, but during tbe short time yet elap^ they 
bavo not bad time to make much progress. Some of 
the gentlemen of this neighbourhood formed/ soon 
afteridie rebeliion, an agricultural society, in which 
they were join^ by several gentlemen from the 
baronies of Forth and Bargie, which afforded an 
admtraible example of denting to turn tbe attention 

-* of 
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of the coyntrjr to the impfi^Tjfflent fit th^.fif^ fy^^' 
afts, and to ^i|ifFus.p^its benM^ts ;j|^ng;^t, t})ff j l9Mrf ? 
classes.. We h|i^ t|ip. bqpojUF^Qf )^|9ipg.3filffli|#4#ft 
honorary 51? W^^er of |J)is .^o^i^y^^ ^flpd-^ol ?:?pe§lte% 
attepding ih^ijTjinqet^i^^ ^jjiriflg tb/^ fpur,^ryjqaff^ 

and j^erceiyejj' wjJjH gfi^tRjg^P^.lfe? ^pU ^^J*Mfi*«9* 
of the compopq lajrqaqra;, .^%^ |5fnirf»t^!^f^?0^^ 
tending fpr^.th^ Brl?eV.^^|5<^hj5}li.iK^ s^;U gii^d^ftrp^n 
to giv^ .s|^!j,^p^c|^qi\|^lfipi^anmh^^^ 
We wer^ ^^'?^;h3P|^y tP ^p^, Jiilp?li.ibejaf}yaMt?|E?fl|f> 
such i^eetifj^s^wa$ frU^ ^J .the f^up^t pjE ^y^c^t 
geptleme^^ ^not preyipi^ijly^^ tpat^fipd tQ. 

8|iGh^ objj?j»|s^^^jpqu^?^tipg ,}(0.^j^,^ 
the sp€»9fy/ .,%V »^!^?!^8^ .^'^^ ^-Pf? v^y BWicbj 
pl^^ief to §ee thjp ^is|)osip9J5)^j§hf V^ng U^^lf *W?M^i 
the gehtlemep of the ilQ^iptry, aj^^ i!B?ffi4l9^A 
around this neigl^bourbopd^ ob$erye4 ^9P^^S9^9v 
to ioiprpvement aipongst th^r(fpmip^on,!^i;^egi^^.yj^t^f 
other partp of thi^s fine distrjct^tji^^jf^^ipp tgcjije yj^qf^ 
little of the spirit of imprpy^jpppt anapi]^^ ^^:£^jf; 
try,, pr of industry aipopgjB); . J^e cp^^^op forp^erju^ 
At a veiry little distapp^ !xQjP'\jf)f^^ e^^tr^PS^iV^'^.. 
district from W^Xjford^ }vh^^re,.i^ i^ fi^f^tfid ^by.tl^^ , 
river from ^he barppy *^ Fort)?^ yoj^.pqrcfjin^ uv^ » 
dustry and |inpro,veroefit.r^^iy de/cUrjffat,^vjC0|6«fv . 
miles di^taiige ; pi.tbpf J^py^^ard Qufef^ 9^9^ J*^^ W* = . 
shore road, hardjy ^ .^r^cp, ijeJipaiiJi^.^f .the iadwt^y, 
appearance of comfort, or happiness, which is every 
L 2 where 



wlmre tiiJ'W'sieeii '(h tbe'-£tig1f^hik^i)ny^ neither in 
IfleiV' p^'rsotT«> 'hilntatfoti^? frikftne'rs'/ nor'h^bits, do 
tb^y'^eit^ the ihhdbttknt^bf the ski!i<s cbuiitry 1 Yet 
tjie ibirrs WctiHeni^ ^tf'giTeii part of itiSof a ligh^ 
•intfy Ibamv^iiioii'DUili^^ith 4«4rle;'*thii alternating 
«Hfa iil^yey46acir,tfmitaiiiSrig'EllBd o^afle; air capable 
of ilffdMihg'abi^Saaht reraniaftrtbe of man/ 

W tWaf'«iityKft2a8dtid*Oifciti-k^^^ if^<^ (heftce tQ 
Gi^/aiid ttte'^Sunhiiiiy; Wtf ih^'d^ 
^tefria^tfifgf 6h'p^i<i 1^ Vkged ii| 

tte ri»felH6n' of' I'^Ss^^ifi i'4rekdl^urW6gfee','^an4 mly^ 
ltd d6a!rt*;*bfe^cfe'e ci\ite^^ jflife a^jyeaftrahcc bf 'poverty 
smd tiTiiitUed^%W#tb)l^ t buc'ther^ must' 

)te'sBftie'^iK6re'i:^ote caA$cs, Which iippedc, industry 
itt'iifbiri^fi^t yf'iM't6\iiiir^, which must be left to^ 
fi{toef^{UV^ig4ti(!m;*iLTtd WBiqh did not appear to us 
y%ifm/fiii'^ iYi!M[''' A' circumstance, however/ 
iflb''^(alHP^ 'i^j^'and' ti'J^^ hive considerable ' 

pWttiy'^mkidii ibmi'^^^^ properties the prac-' 
tfde^ifiyttlhg Ikhds** to toiddte-meri was carried to a 
gi%ill fe:!tteht,fSr the]fAirj^bste of securing^ votes at the ' 
cfeurttry elddtibrfs. ' Aiirf^ife' find burseltes obliged' to 
S8^* Xhkty ^Wcver ^'e-^Kaye toiiiidi that practice tp 
take placer tiilthe conritJPdf ^e'xfoifd, we have never 
fdtttfi'itthertiJSustVy air improvement^ we think 

itT»y"]likely^a'be iA^ cati^i 6f all that indolchce * 
and pbreriy We ^6^r ved' in 'tfus district. ' 
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At Lord C3urtown*s we saw a condiderable field of * 
turnips, at Mr. Bi*ownr1gg*s of Barndown some rape, 
and found that wheat is beginning to be' cultivated 
w^tfa good sntcess ; and with the return of quiet times 
we have little doubt/ but that in this district cultiva* 
Ition must be rapidly extended- The finely swelling 
hil]s aQbrd every opportunity for draining their clay 
grounds, and for enriching their light sands by 
marie, sheep, and turnips : vast tracts would alsQ 
vitb ease I^e subjecte4 to irrigation. 



Midland and Western Disirfct, 

In the midland and western districts, comprehend- 
ing Shelmaliere, Shelbdrne, Bantry, apd the re-'.^ 
xpaining part of Scarewalsb, there is no marie, after 
you recede a few miles from the Slaney. On the ' 
sea-coast of the barony of Shelbur|.e there is calca- 
reous sand, and in the rivers Suir and Barrow a ^ich 
calcareojus sedin>ent equal to the best marie ; but in 
all other parts the inhabitants are obliged to procure 
' liipe from a great distance, either by bringing the 
iimestotie to the creeks on the sea- coast from above 
Waterford \}y lighters, or in the upper parts of 
dantry and Scarewalsh they bring it with gjeat 
^aboutr from the lime-kilns in the county of Carlo w, 
|Lnd soo^etin^es a}so by bringing the lime-stone from 
^ thence. 
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thence, or frpm the gravel-pito on the banks of^he 
Slaney near Newtown^Barry; We shall therefore 
notice what appears to us likely to improve the hi|s- 
bandry of the$e different descriptions of situations, as 
we proceed in considering the different heads of our 
subject. 



Mode, of Culture 

In examining the mode, in which the labour of the 
inhabitants of any district is applied to the culture of 
the soil, our enquiries veoat^raUy directed, in the 
first place, to the consideration of such natural ad «. 
viMatages as may arise from^ th^ proximity of sub-, 
stances 6tted for encreasing the fertility of the soil, 
and adapted to the various kinds of produce to be 
obtained from the soij, and the industry apd skill of 
the inhabitants' in the apjplication of these substances. 
Secondly, their labour and ingenuity in providing 
artificial manures, where natural substances for that 
purpose, are deficient, and the cultivation of their 
lands so as to be rendered most productive by proper 
management. 

' It has already appeared that, ' except iu the 
southern and eastern districts, there is little of these 
substances contaiped in the lands of this county^ but 
that the inhabitants are very industrious in procuring 

them 
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them from other places. They are, howe%'er, greatly 
deficient in the skill or ingenuity of providing arti« 
ficial manures, either in aid of these substances, or a^ 
substitutes where they are n6t to be had, and also 
very deficient in the economical management of their 
lands, so as to make their manures go as far as 
possible. In the consideration of the difierent crops, 
we shall Weep these objects in our view, and make 
what observations on them as may appear to us 
Hkely to be the means of exciting attention to those 
objects. ^ 



Wheat. . 

TTie cultivation of this grain, it is universally ad- 
mitted, has, within these last twenty or thirty years, 
Ijeen greatly extended in this county. That it could 
be further extended with great advantage to the 
fai*mer, and to the supplying of this valuable article, 
cannot be doobted. They generally take wheat after 
potatoes, or after marling on the ley, with one 
ploughing, harrowing, and covering the tseed by the 
shovel from the furrows. In sowing their wheat ia 
this county, they are generally too late in the season, 
being the end of October, or the beginning of 
November, whereas it is found in England, that the 
best time for sowing wheat is the beginning of. 

Septem- 
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Siepteniber. When it is sown after potatoes, it must^ 
be late, and therefore it would be better to take a 
fcrop of barley and clover, and, ploughing down the ^ 
clover after one years ley, to take a crop of wheat, f 
In the method of trenching their wheat, and covering 
it with the shovel, there is an advantage in having 
all the grain regularly covered, and they consider 
that it should be deep in the ground* In this the 
farmers seem perfectly right ^ as independently of 
the injuries it fnay receive near the surface, if a 
grain is but slightly covered with earth, i^ \yill not 
stool of tiller ; the plumula will rise directly above 
the ground from the seed, and there will be no room 
for the coronal roots, to be formed from the interme- 
diate cauder; but it is from the coronah<oots only 
that new stems will arise, and this is called planting, 
stooling, or tillering. If^ moreover, when the corn 
is above ground, the first joint of thl stem should be 
covered with earth, as the case may be in drill hus- 
bandry, new roots will again strike . from the joint, 
and new stems will arise, and this may be considered 
.as another advantage of drill husbandry. Some 
persons have advanced an opinion, in which few 
farmers will concur, that it is not advantageous for . 
corn to tiller ; it is supposed that stems, formed later 
than the original shoot, would be weaker ^nd later 
in ripening ; they may perhaps be weaker, but expe- 
rience, as well as the knowledge of the process of 

vegetation. 
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*^<-tetlB*, shfeiris ihat they Wfll Art IftI feter th 
fcoitf<j<5fttteftte of wteikfaeij*; for it i& \tdi knowrt, Aftt 
ddWUhltfed plants wfH co«he to theii- pffetfectioh itnd 
rfp^h feartter theft frait. Cbtdenert diminish thfe 
Yigotir of ^laM^ and ^eeds for thid ptlf poise, atid tho^ 
htibiein tiin^ have s^n, t^aft strong and Idxufk^ 
cforti ^ift ripen hter thin Weaker pltets, thalt ^ebfc 
idwnf at the iattae thnfe ; the j^ort^gttt stems there- 
^e^ l!hough xteAf \^ill keep plac6 as to ripening 
iriA their eJder brbther. See Mr.Tfght's Statistical 
Svitvey of the county df Kilkenny, p. 185. To this 
very scientific explanation of Mr. Tigh^^s we can 
add, that we eicatnfined Mr. Ducket of Ether's drilled 
trbeat at harvest in the year 1803, in company with 
Dr. Anderson and Mr. Janties Harrey, and found 
that both in the roWs drilled at nii^e, itnd at eigbteeA 
inches, the wbeat bad tillered greatly, -and had a 
great many stems of lall^r growth, appairently weaker 
and Sorter than the principal stems; yet by the most 
careful examination we could not find, that there was 
any difference in the ripening of the younger fVom 
that of the elder brothers. And what is equilty of 
importance to b^ remarked, these drilled cropM of 
Mr, Dackel*8 appeared both to Dr. Anderson and Mr. 
Harvey as fiift crops as any broad-cast crops they 
had ever seen. Those indelsd of nine inches in the 
drill appeared to cover the ground as cotnpletely as 
any broad-cast crop usually does, ^o thdt Dr. AndeN 

M son. 
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;aoii, who had not been at Ducket's farm .befor^^ 
H'as obliged to go into the field and examine it> 
before be could belie ve^ tb^t the corn had been sawa 
in drUlsb This apjfieared also on the farm of bia 
Royal Highness the Duke of Ciareoce, at Bushley- 
park, where, although both drilled and borse^boed^ 
at harvest it appeared as full as any broad-cast crop 
whatever. Indeed, we never saw finer crops any 
where whatever than, on this extensive farm, of bis 
Hoyal Highness, consisting of nearly five hundred 
acres, all in drilled and horse- hoed both wheat, 
barley, pease, beatis, and oats. We therefore qan«^ 
not hesitate to recommend by all means the drill 
husbandry to the farmers of Ireland, as the best 
means of obtaining the greatest crops, of keeping ^ 
their lands free from weeds, and making, their manure 
last for many years and give out its full effect Vi 
promoting the fertility of i}^ soil. The only diffi-* 
culty seems to be, that the machines for sowing and 
hoeing are too expensive for the common farmer^ 
who is doubtful whether they will be of advantage. 
This"year Mr, James Harvey brought Mr. Duckefs 
drill plough, sowing barrow, and hqrse-hoe, of which 
he gave notice to the farmers of Forth and Bargie 
that they might have the use of them, and that a 
farmer, .whom Mr. Harvey had taken to England 
with him to learn the mode of using them, woufd 
also attend to shew them the manner of drilling and 

horse-^ 
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faorse^hoeing with these implements^ and has, still 
more to induce 4he farmers to adopt this mode of 
culture, oflered the following premiums. 



•* Tp the Farmers of the Baronies of fhrth and Bargiei 

Great loss having been sustained from the difficulty^ 
and expence of weeding corn, sown broad-casti es- 
pecially beans and wheat, where the ground lies 
hardening tot many months ; and great loss having 
been sustained from the want of winter and spring 
feed : now in order to encourage the growing of 
-winter and spring feed, and to encourage the sowing 
of corn in drills (in ground subjept to weeds) and 
horse-hoeing the same, I do hereby offer the/ollow- 
ing Premiums : 

For the best acre of Beans sown in drills 
and horse-hoed, a piece of Plate of 
the value of . • - - £aO Q 

For the best acre of Wheat, Oats, or ' 
Barley, sown in drill and hor$e*boec||^ 
a piece of Plate of the value of t 10 

FcNT the best acre of Rape, after flax or 
early potatoes - ' - ^00 

For the best acre of Turnips, after flieix 

or early potatoes - - 5 

M 2 For 
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For the 1|e$t ikci^e qf Rye, f piiii dn 9bti1»- 

bl^ in th^ ^l|t^mo of wo* . *- ..50a 
For the best ^i^r^ ^ Winter Ydches^/- 

sown on stubble - - 5 O * 

The Premiums for the drilled crops to be adjudged 
in the week Ueforp th^. b«cy9$t of iafl4, W<i ihc pre^* 
miums for the winter and spring feed in the Decem- 
ber foHbwing. . , . ^ 
N. B. A drill plough, spwing Y^dxtpw^ m^ b>itse^ 
^oe ipo^y be seen ^t B^rgy^ inteii^ for ^be V9» o£ 
tbi^ can^ates for thj^ abpve pr^einiDmsf IfIiq arcs t ei- 
^u^stQd to send ip their nara^s iqm^Mfib^< 

Bargy.Castle, 23rd JAMES HARVEY," 

December, 1803. 

The fi^ame premi^^^ bp h^f^ cQQUQi;if4 ftur tjm 
years 1805 and 1806. 



This is the .prkficip^l a^op Uirpggbqqt tb^ w^lmlei pf 
this county ,^ apd J^Hrs %)^^ pha[ir?^t(ir hj^r«, Mfbi«k it 
(^oe» ip England, pf V^ii^ lifprj uj^q^rfai^. Immo- 
derately goo4 ye«rs, bftw^yfir,, t^eir. 4?r9p« a^ TfurjT 
luxuriant, affording twelve, fifteen, %94^v^ l1V69ty 
barrels to the^i^ire. 

On 



OF TliE COUNTY OF WEXEOBD. 9S 

On the sea-coast they take barley after beans^ 
which arc*richly manured with sea-weed. This year 
the barley failed every where, oa account, as the 
farmers said, of the cpld and >vet ^ringt Tbe satpe 
sodeed was the ca^ with the wheat, which did not 
|)iroduce half thet:rop, that is common iu moderately 
f^oo4 yf ars. 'Xhe great defect in their inanag^ment 
ff barley crops arises from their commonly i\k the 
\ipiterni^l parts of the couptry taking them after 
igrhe^t, ^pxpetimes immediately, or with only an in* 
tprj^c||ate crop of oats« If instep of this tli^y^ 
^0^14 tal^ea, qrop of drilled tt^rnips f^ft,^r the^r wbei^tji 
^nAf then har^y ^nd clqirer, they wpoW h^ve ^ much 
9i9r^ t^evta^it^ crop, fipd would keep their groMnd iq 
m^^Jf gP^ heart, bt|t in an improyin|^ ^te ; ^od, 
^^n if on their wt^^at slq^les they wpuU ^.w t^res, 
^pAf whei^ tbey w^e fed q^^i ^w turnips, and thea 
l^rley, they w^^ld be ^bje to^ }f^p^p their land in goQ^ 
l^e^t wii^q\|t ^ay i^dit^xoal vn^ntjire af^ef theiv 
tofMrling, ai^l, Vf t;^k^^g barley w4 qlove^r and after- 
y^arda wl^cf^, ibey woH(d bayc^ cpnstantly good 
^0^ ^vl|^ I^^P tl)M.ir grouii4 n» be^rt. Above all, 
if tj^ WO^M 4riljt tjb^ b^T^y «|4 horse-boe it^ they 
V4iiul4 ^iKKt'PW^^^^ tb^ adyan^t^es of cl^an land 
Wk ^hfs fi^8 9lC I%l!Q^ff and with tlpie advantages 
\\ifffr bf^ve qi tf§fi\i^\ m^T^ves m^ht keep their lauds 
iftPW^W«\«prtil^ty, 

Beans, 



W STATISTICAL SURVEY 

Beans. 

They sow beans on the ley often after msirling. On 
the sea-shore they manure with sea- weed for their 
beans. . Twelve barrels to an acre is a good crop, 
but they have frequently sixteen and sbmetimcs 
twenty barrels to the acre. When they have it good 
crop of beans, they never fail to have a luxuriant crop 
of barley after them, if the season be moderately 
good. They often however fail, chiefly from their 
not weeding them, and never until thb year sowing 
them in drills and horse-hoeing them. This has been 
introduced^ in* consequence of Mr. James Harvey 
having offered the premiums mentioned above, and 
with them having provided the implements by Mr. 
Ducket. Mr. Robert Murphy of Garahack, in the 
barony of Forth, obtained the premium for thjs 
year (1804); and certainly bis crop of beans was 
extremely good and free from iveedsi^and,'as Mr. 
Harvey contfnues the premiunfi, it may be expected, 
that the practice will soon be established in that part 
of the county.* We did not find however, that any 
beans or any other pulse crops were • sown in the 
other parts of the county. The kind of bean sown * 
are the small horse-bean, and are generally exported 
to Liverpool for the West Indies. This cfop has 

' however 

^ There are a good many candidates for the premiums this year (1805). 
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however sometimes, in years of scarcity, been found 
of great use for the subsistence of the people* In the 
scarce year llftS, the late Mr. Francis Harvey of 
Bargie Castle made it a practice to boil large q^an« 
titles of beans, and give them to any of the poor^ 
who chose to come for them: they brought always 
a dish with them, and generally got from a pint to a 
quart of the boiled beans with milk, which proved a 
great relief to many hundreds. And as beans will 
keep perfectly good for many years, either in the 
stack or in a granary, it might be an object worth 
consideration, how far it would be worth while to 
^re them in public granaries, for the purpo^.qf re* 
lieying the poor in times of great scarcity, which 
have unfortunately taken place so oftei^of late years. 

Tares ^ Rape, Turnips . 

These crops are cultivated by iieversd. of the gentle- 
men farmers. We noticed a crop of drilled turnips 
and also tareS|,at Mr, James Hawlin*s of 
at Mr. William Harvey's of Temple-hill, Mr. Gro- 
gan's of Johnstown, and Lord Courtown's. Mr. Tot- 
tenham of Ross has for several years past cultivated 
tares with great advantage ; he had this j^ear thirty 
acres under tares, which he made into hay. Coun- 
sellor Lyster of Bellmount on the Slaney cultivates 
tares, rape,4urnip-cabbage, turnips, and, although on 

a small 



Bi STAtlSnCAL SUtlVEY 

a sttiiB mley fJndi tfre advantage tcr5^ great. iTlis 
yeir Alf . SleVlef df Crcrtchamaftiogufe, in the baron^ 
df Fdrth, bad tery good rape and ttirrtip-cabbage 
ftfterilax. Thfei^ {fegirinings deserve riotite, as they 
sbeiv^ tbit ^t€fiith>b W paid to those itfiproveoients, 
and it mfay be ^xpecfted, that others will fb!l6W thos^ 
fexaoiptes. 

Potatoes, 

This iiseful pl&nft is iti this countr , as iti te'ost othet* 
|>art9 ^ Ii^i^'hd, ifde* ibfaief food of thcf inhabitants, 
and tb&y* tbetfefen'e appfly atl the dtin^ t%ey eeth c6t^ 
lect to this er o(<. W^ fcave mentioned aboVe, that 
in the liointb^^ fttrtct^ tbfe inhabitants do hot Hxt 
wholly on potatoes, but make use of oatmeal stirabout 
for their breakfiut, aikl ofteft barley bread with milk. 
They have generally meat abo twice a week, but in 
other parts of the county ihey generally have po- 
tatoes three times a day as long as they Fast, which in 
good years is generally until the hew potatoes 
come in. 

In almost ever^ part of this county they practised 
the planting the potatoes with the plough in small 
ridges, planting three rows iti each ridge, and after- 
wards earthing them with the spade. In many parts, 
howe('er, they have x)nly one row in a ridge, and 
earfh them with the plough. On the sea-shore they 

manure 
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manure with sea- weed for their potatoes, by which 
thejr have good crops, but complain they are not so 
dry and mealy as those planted with dung. In the 
mountainous part they pare aixd burti their ground, 
and pl^ht their potatoes with lime and' the a:shes, anU 
get great crops. The industry of these f^oor modn- 
taineers is very admirable ; Captain Jiames of BaJly- 
christal informed us, that in his neighbourhood the 
poor people on the borders 6f Mbuht Leinster havis a 
journey to go for their lime, \vhich occupies thenl 
two days. With a poor wretched horse they go ill 
this madner to the liniekilns, bringifig a; barrel of 
lime at a time ; and this joiirney they repeat foi-ty 
times, in order to bring forty barrels fbr manuring an 
acre of this land. ^ 

Mr. Tighe in his Survey of Kilkenny, page 21*7* 
states, that some farmers have put lime on th6 sod in 
summer^ and have left it spread there until Christmas, 
\vheri it has been ploughed in ; dung ^yas added, 
when the potatoes were pfantied, and the produce 
ivas very great; with lime alone the quintity is not 
great, but the quality is good and' dry. The advan- 
tage however would be very great, if lime was more 
commonly used with potatoes, and dung kept for 
meadows and corn crops; this would prevent, he 
adds^a vast extent of unnecessary fallow, wl^ich takes 
place for want of manure, arid would save farmers 
N th^ 
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the expence of purchasing hay and meadowing at 
a highvpvice, and drawing it from a distance. 

in our Survey of the county of Wicklow we have 
remarked) that in that county it is also common to 
take potatoes with lime^ and also with marie and 
limestone gravel. It is of great importance to find, 
that there are a variety of manureS| that are fitted 
for the growth of this valuable planjt. To which we 
ought to add, that the sea-sand, containing small 
comminuted shells, affords excellent potatoes, sea-weed 
being spread on the top, ^fter the potatoes are put 
in and covered : in this way they are dry, and fre- 
quently very abundant. 

The apple potatoe is the general kind planted-, and 
are invaluable to the poor, as they will keep much 
longer than any others, by which they can h^ve po« 
tatoes all the year round. The white-eye is planted 
also for early crops. The apple is better to be 
planted late, in the latter end of May or the begin- 
ning of June: in wet springs they are found to da 
better not to be planted until the middle or even the 
latter end of that month. This variety of potatoes has 
not been introduced into this county above twenty- 
five or thirty y6ars. In the county of Kilkenny they 
were introduced by the late Sir William Fownes, 
between forty and fifty years ago. There is a potatoe 
cultivated near Duncaniipn, called Barber^s w^on- 
ders, which is very prolific. It is said, that in other 

districts 
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districts the apple-potatoe has degenerated much, 
but we did not hear tlys complaint in this county. 
The varieties of potatoes are very numerous and go 
by various names, and many of them, ^s observed by 
Mr, Tighe, degenerate and are forgotten. Taking 
sets from smalL or injured potatoes, he observes, 
seems thfe principal cause of degenerjicy ; were they 
taken fro'm the largest or best, slnd froip the most 
vigorous plants, varieties might perhaps be very 
Jong preserved, and even by care improved. • Hav- 
ing thus stated what seems the general feature of the 
culture of this county, we shall add here what com- 
munications we s^re favopred with from different in» 
^ividuals, 

Extent of Culture^ 

AUhou^ it appears,' that in the Ignglish baronies 
tillage and cultivation have been carried on from 9^ 
very remote period, the great extension of tillage 
in this county cannot be traced to- a very remote 
period. The inland bounties on corn gave the first 
general spring to the extension of tillage in this 
county ; but it was pot until tlje year 1784, on the 
settlement of the bounties on the exportation of 
corn, that great activity was given to the culture of 
grain. This excellent regulation was brought for- 
ward;! and passed, by Mn Fosterer and to. this gentle-' 
N ?. * maa 
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inan ia t|icking(^oin indebted for all thead vantages it 
has derived from it. - < 

Jt has beefi,in«^jptain^d by some, and particularjy 
by Mr. Young,* that the clioiate and soil of Ireland 
is peculiarly adapted to grass, and unfavourable to 
the ripenjng of grain, and that therefore all bounties, 
granted fqr the purpose of inducing the inhabitants 
to 4pply tljiemselves tp tillage instead of pasturage, 
are tvirping the iruiustry o^ the country into a wrong 
cbanqel. He assorts that the inlapd bounties^ which 
at the time be wrote were granted for the tran?por- 
tation ofgnain^nd ^our to Dublin^ bad dimiuishefl 
her pasturige expprts^ and introduced and extended 
a wretched and execrable tillage. This is exactly 
proceeding upon those principles^ which we have 
touched upon in the former part of this Heport, that 
of forming vague and pernicious systems of agricul- 
ture, taken from the practice of the mercantile sys- 
tems and connected with large farms, of driving the 
people from the country into towns, and all the jar- 
gpn qoi^nected with the systems of these superficial 
pretenders and coxcombs^ in agriculture. 

It is impossible for any one to deny that, however 
deficient and unskilful the agriculture introduced 
may be> its very introfluctieD is a circumstance of 
grj^at advantage to the state, as it afibrds employ. 

ment 

* See Appendix to his Tour in Ireland. 
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< ' ■ ' ' 

paeut and swh^Utepo^ to the? people in jhe first pUc^e, 
^nd not only does it affcrrd tbis eipplaymemt suid i?y,b- 
sistenpe, but.it miist beadatitt^ tbat tb^ Uboiir, ^m- 
ployed. on^a field of corn ofeicen very tnodetate fer- 
tility, will afford, some &tti;plus aft^r replacing tl^ 
i$e^.fi|V^ labour; ^ even tbis in^pecf^ct tillage, ivill 
^Sard and aptu^Ily h^s affonded i^i^Q profit at ^}l 
tjmes tp the l^boiurer, which baaf «^ca^ion^ ft g9a- 
ilual acov«mql^tiQn<)f c^pit^l, amd ^i^W^fl ib^ ftfriP^ro 
to textppd their . ciiItiv4tioii and oj^i^k/r tbgir fif;ld$ 
hcE^er. ^I^r. YoupgV b^lance,^ >Y-h^h be .h^$' ^^kep 
gr^at pectins to^ ei^hJbU) bj^tw^en agricultural aa^d p^^- 
turag^ ejrports^njd impprt^, *gbr4sHQ gr^u^id foff J:bQ 
qpiiM^n.he'Mantitobe adopted. Tbe iid^^Rl^g^?, pf 
tb^ whole of rfie Miha^it^nts pf i Qpuniry bfwftgpjn- 
pdtqyed in ^x^ci$ii^g th^t \aibmjt ftiid i^g^im^y ^«ia 
the fpi-^iUty of tbesoil, be • l^Jvyes entirely out of tbe^ 
ques^ipti. Dr. Atiderspn iaformed us ^ tbat he ivaa the 
^^t person, \i')io ^iifir brought a ^ck of corn upon 
a Q£^rt tp tb^ marliet of Edinburgh ; at tbat pei^iad, 
about 6:fty years ^go, the&rfliinginthcMid-Lotfaians, 
and th^ neighbouring cjounties, was as wretched as 
tbe agrJipuhure in any part of, Ireland at this 
d§iy 5 aod yet • it is qaw equal to any thing; in 
any part pf Gr^at-Briiaip, and in Mu MaRsMr? 
opinion superior tQ paost parts pf. England. Yet the 
cliow^te of that part pf Scotland is not better nor 
drier than the climate of the south-east of Ireland, as, 

for 
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for instance, hf this distript. We remember, even 
thirty ye?irs ago, that in Perthshire there was the 
most miserable tillage practised, ^where now every 
little farmer of even ten or fifteen acres, nay even of 
four or five acres, hasv his clover or turnips in .al- 
ternate rotation with his oats and barley. We re- 
ipeipber when it ii^as held, that wheat would not ripen 
in the north of Scotland, whereas of late years wheat 
is cultivated both in Aberdeendiire and iii Inverness* 
with great advantage. We have seen in the potinty 
' of Antrim, within a few miles of the Giant's GftH$e-f 
Way, as good a crop of wheat on Mr. LesIie^s fartti^ 
as any we have seen in the bishoprick of Durham;' 
and we havle no doubt, notwithstanding Mr. Young^s' 
^^sertion, that wheat will ripen well in any part of 
Ireland. But, according to his doctrines, it would be 
absurd to encourage any cultivation, until you can in? - 
troduce the very best, that is, the cultivation of 
which he approves, or agriculture according tohis^- 
recipe. Some years ago a very wise statesman brought 
in a bill to the Irish House of Ootpmons, prescribing' 
the quantity of malt, hops, &p. that should be put tq 
a barrel of beer, and inflicting severe penalties or^ 
those, who did not follow his prescription^ IJowever- 
it was soon found, that this recipe for brewing pro- 
duced very bad beer, and we fear, that a general *prer 
scription for the cultivation of land by any of these 
wise land-dbptors, as tbey are called. in Scotland^ 

wouI4 
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W'ould not encrease our tillage or improve our crops. 
And on the other hand we very little doubt^ but that, 
'with all. the ignorance and blundering ascribed to 
poor Paddy, let him have liberty and security to ex- 
ercise his industry iii the way he finds most likely to^ 
be profitable, he will speedily add ingenuity and 
skill tp industry, and equal his neighbours in England 
and Scotland in the extension and improvement of 
his tillage. In fact, that portion of liberty anc| ^secu- 
rity, which he has of late years enjoyed, and the 
steady market for the produce of his labour, has 
enabled him to improve his circumstances, and to im- 
prove his tillage. This is allowed by all, who are 
acquainted with this district, so very remarkable in 
all parts of it, that the cultivation is not only greatly 
extended, but that this cultivation is greatly improv- 
ed. How far it is extended, we thought we might be 
^ble to form some estimate from the custom-house 
books of Wexford, by taking the accounts of the ex.. 
portation of grain at different periods ; but on appli- 
cation we found, that the books had been destroyed in 
lAie rebellion. It is probable, however, that we may 
still firul those accounts in the offices above. We 
attempted t6 obtain the actual state of iillage at pre- 
sent by means of the tythe-proctorsC books, but we 
found, that the tythes are not generally valued by the 
acre in this county, and in examining several of the 
proctors' book?s that weit; supposed the most intelli- 
gent, 
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^etit, tf e cbuld riot come at the ' quantity of acres 
under thfe different crops, or linder pasturi^, li^ith iny 
sufficient accUrac^. We were irifora^ed, however, at 
the cbstottt-hbuse, that the value of the grain ext)ort- 
^d ftoin Wexfofd, in the year eftdirig ih April 1804, 
^as ^47,795/. ; biit if we cohsider, that great quan- 
tities of gr^in are also exported from Ro^s, great 
quantities sold at Waterford, much barjiey and malt 
dl^o sent 16 thie great distilleries in the county of 
Cjtrlbw, wig may allow the disposable surplus td one 
half more, or 173,897?. making 521,6^2/. It was in 
the yeatr 1785, that the efficient bouniies on the ex- 
portation of corn, passed the preceding year, began 
to operate ; and it appears, that the state of t^e corn- 
trarde of Ireland for five years, previous to that period, 
i^as as foIIot\'s. 

Value of corn ground and un-S 

gronrid, exported from Lady- v 705,822 It 2| 

day 1780 to Lady-day 1785. J ' 

Value of c<Mrn ground and un- -*' 

ground, imported during thei624,94(> 12 7 

same period, > 

Balance in fa(vour of ex{>ort t£.80,88i 18 ^J 

. Frotfi the above it appears, that the value of the 
actual expotts of grain from tbfe port of Wexford 
only ih one year,v ending the fifth of April lgo4, was 

equal 
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equi^ to nearly dntt half of the whole quantity of 
com escported from all Irelafid, not in one year, but 
ia five years; and that the surplus produce^ of thit 
ttotmty .is at present equal, very nearly, to all the 
eoro imported for five yaats during the same 
pMriod. 



Course of Cr9p$4 . . 

In the observations we have alfelidy made, sXivoA 

notice has been takSti of the general mode of taking 

crops firom the soil. Id the baronies of Forth and 

Bargie, or rather a part of Bargie, we have noticed 

that they take alternate crops of beatis and barley, 

iHEnuriii^ for the bc^^s, and on the sea-coajst abo fot 

the' barley. They sometimes^ hot^eter, take bearis 

ilf^ potatoes, and for their crop of beans they do 

'flot manure. They also sometimes break up their 

teys with beans, but much more coinmonly wlth'a 

white crop, either wheat or barley, and sometimes 

oats. No management can be so bad as that of 

breaking up ley land with a white crop. They 

should always be broke up with turnips, beans, or 

pease, rape, spring tares, or, if you find manure and 

markets will answer, with potatoes. After their wheat 

they used to take oats, but £hey now often take 

barley, nay sometimes they wiH take a second crop 

o ^ of 
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of wbieat ; this they allow to be bad management, 
but even those considered good farmers allow, that 
they may take oats or barley after wheat. It is» 
however, understood, * that with the barley crop the 
ground is to be laid down with clover and grass 
seeds. This is undoubtedly better management tbao 
that, which takes place in the counties of Wicklow 
and Kilkenny, where it is very common to take as 
many white crops as the land will bear, and tben 
turn it out to relieve ijtself and be covered by natural 
grasses, without sowing them. .VTbis/ practice of 
leaving casheers qv scruthes is now wholly ex- 
ploded in the English baronies, and is scarcely 
^ to be met with in any part of the county, which is 
also a proof, that the culture of the soil is improving * 
in some degree. Some agriculturists in England are^ 
however, of opinion, that such a system, of laying 
down to clover is apt to foul the ground with coucb« 
• grass ard other poxious weeds. In a course of 
tillage they therefore alternate their white crops 
with pulse and root crops, sowing both their white 
and other crops in rows, and horse-hoeing the in- 
tervals. The Reverend Mr. Cjoke on his experi- 
mental farm, near Horndeaq in Sussex, informed us 
be had abolished clover entirely from his farm, as 
Well as pasture. He feeds his cattle in the hou^ on 
straw, turnips, tares, ^ potatoes, carrots, &c. ; by 
which means Ke accumulates manure rapidly, and 

keeps 
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keeps his farm constantly under crop, without the 
wasteful system of fallowing, and has constantly fuU 
crops. In our Report of the county of Wicklow we 
have given detailed directions for the cultivation oi ' 
all those valuable crops, particularly of tares and 
turnips, to tvhich we beg leave >to refer our reader. 



Use of Oxfn, how fiarnessed. 

Oxen are not made use of by the common farmers 
in any part of this county., The necessity they have 
for horses ta draw their marie, lime, and sea-weed, 
precludes their trying the use of oxen. 



Markets for Grain* 

The principal markets for grain ai^e Wexford, 
Waterford, New- Ross, Enniscorthy, and the flour* 
mills at Tintern, Newtown-Barry, Eden-vale, and 
Enniscorthy. - ^ 



Nature and Use of Implement's of Hmhmdry%, 

. Ploughs. — The common plough, which is made use 
efin general, has all the defects, which are found in 

o 2 other 



^ber 4t9tricta, benvyi unniaii«geable» .o«<»si0|it«g 
Ipreftt Jdbour -to the hors^f^ and tbe .plougboim* The 
Saokck plough, as improved hy Small, iitrith the 
Ivridle-iavcaited by ifae Rey. Mr. ^Campbell, wfaico is 
opw generally apfMroved of m oiher parts of If eland, 
was introdocad iato this county last yeai' by Mn 
James Howlin of ' in the barony of 

Forth. It cost him three guineas in Dublin ; he has 
not, however, been able to .get his people to use it, 
although there can be no doubt of its being by far 
tbe best adapted of any hitherto in^anted for this 
country. 

Mr. James Harvey, of Bargte, has also introduoed 
Mr. Ducket^s drili-ploagfa, sowing*barn>w, and horse- 
hoes. Mr* WiUiam Harvey, of Temple-hill, exhi- 
bited at the meeting of the county Farming Society . 
a 9mall wheel-plough^ very well adapted to the 
covering of barley. 

' We understand that the Farming Society of Ire- 
land have laid the foundation 4d an extensive i^ai) a- 
ftictory for making ploughs, and the most improved 
implements of husbandry, that have been found by 
experience to be well adapted to the soil and hus- 
bandry of this country, and are to supply the farmers 
v^ith them at moderate {arioes, which will no doubt 
be attended with considerable advantage. We shall 
eadeavaiir to give aa acctivate aocoitntof th^seim- 
pleneats, their prioe^ aod the mqde^ ia mbigh tho 

fanners 
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fanners may m tb« e^mtiwnmHr o^t^in tbom and 
l^arn their use. 

Mr* Tighe in bis Survey of Kilkenny de«cribo^» 
page d97, a v^y simple and ef(^tual ioipraveiQeDt, 
that might be made of the common Irifh plooghj^nd 
which any common plonigbHiirFight wo^Id easily 
nake. 

There U no regular price for a plough ^ as ih^ey 
generally get ihem made; but if they could gf$ a 
good l^ough for two guineas and a half, or even 
three guiifleas, they would soon find the advantage i 
for their ploughs froi9 their bad ^onftruc^ion aro 
constantly going OPt of order, whigh interrupts their 
work> i^esides the lops of time^nd labour ip drawing 
such a machine. 

The common car is what is generally made v^m f>U 
We observed however near Wexford several twp 
borse carts, but they ate not general. The spade 
and shovel are of the same ocMtrufition as:(ho$e umA 
in otber parta of Xreland. 



Jn ^he ^prov^ffient of ibo bveods of cattle ^ 
farmers of ibis county a^ miscraUy defii^ient. ^r 
Yoral gentlemen have 9^ df&rteot periods introdnoed 
spffie Kood cattle kam vEf^land, ^J^^lbey bave neft 

been 
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been cultivated , and were soon worn out. In the year 
1792y Mr. James Harvey^ bf Bargie, brought some 
very good cattle from the north of England, called 
the Craven breed, for the purpose of improving the 
native breeds of the country, which he selected with 
great care. Their produce is still to be seen in 
many parts of the county, and are the only superior 
iftock that they possess. Last year, the Right Ho« 
Dourable Lord Spencer Chichester brought to his 
estate, in the barony of Shelburne, some of the Staf- 
fordshire long-horned breed, and Captain Archer, in 
the barony of Bargie^ has imported a bull and cow 
of the North Devon breed. The Rev. Mr. Ratcliffe, 
and Mr. James Howlin have brougbt; a bull of the 
new Leicester breed, so that there are some attempts 
making to excite attention to- the improvement of 
stock. So little, however, is that attention and 
knowledge general, that at the shew of cattle laist 
spring, for the premiums held 6ut by the county 
farming society, two cows w^re sent thither by a 
gentleman of very large property, as something 
very excellent, than which perhaps never any thing 
more deficient in « all the, ^points, that constitute 
beauty and value in the breeds of cattle, was ever 
brought before any public ti^eeting, and which af- 
fords a proof of the little progress the knowledge of 
the breeds of cattle has made in this county. At 
the same meeting of the agricultural society, the 

Rev. 
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Ret. James Symes exhibited a very good bull of the 
Craven breed ^ imported by Mr. James Harvey; - 
and Mr. William Harvey^ of Temple-hill, another 
of the same bre^d. This breed is of the Iong« 
horned species^ straight on the back, with, a good 
quarter, when tried have been found good for milk^ 
well, up on the rib, and a clean head . and nbck ;n 
but they are inferior to the new Leijcester breed in 
lightness of bone and some other points. 

The principal properties of a perfect br^ed of 
black cattle for j the purpose of tt^e dairy, as well 
as for work and fattening, are generally allowed 
to be as follows, and which may be seen in the 
greatest perfection at Mr. Princep's dairy at Croxall, 
near Litchfield, Staffordshire: (• The head small 
and clean, to lessen the quantity of offal : 2. The 
neck thin and clean, to lighten the fore*end, as well 
as to lessen the collar ^ and make it fit close and easy 
to the animal in work: 3. The carcase large and 
chest deep, and the bosom broad, with the ribs 
standing out full from the spine, to give strength- 
.of frame and constitution, and to admit of the in- 
testines being lodged within the ribs : 4. The ' 
shoulders should be light of bone and rounded off 
at the lower point, that the collar may be easy, but 
broad to give strength, and well covered with flesh 
to gtA e greater ease of draught, as well as to furnish 
- a desired point in fattening cattle : 5. The back 

oucrht 
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ought t6 be wide and- level throughout^ the «}uartef 
long, «be thighs thin/ and stmding narrow at the 
round boite, the udder large when foil, bfut tbin and 
l^ose when empty, to hold the greilter qmtntity of 
tnilk, with ]arg(» dug vein^ to fill it, and long elastic 
teats for drawing^ it off with greater ease: 6. The 
legs (below the knee and hough) stcaighty and of a 
middle length ; ifaeir bone in general light and clead 
from flei^inesd) but with the joints and sinews of a 
moderate size,' for the purposes of strength and 
activity z ?• The fiesb Pjugbt to be mellow in the 
state of fleshiness^ and firm in the state of fatness. 
It is cfbntend^d, that^ the new Leicester breed 
of cattle partaktf of all thecfe qualities more than 
any otheir. A eensidei'able Dumber sof tbL» breed 
hare of late yei^rs been imported into Ireland by 
Mr. Aslley, bf Oddfetonh-bole, Leicestershire. They 
are eertkittly a V^ry p^^ifect breed tf cattle, and, 
as their <$haraeter i» fully established, we would 
recommend it to gentlemen, who are desirous of 
introducing a good breed of cattle into this county, 
to keep to that breed, and to endeavour to introduce 
them generally amongst the farmers. 



Sfteep. 
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Sheep. , -.m\ 

• • • ' ' > hr ■ • • ." I ' •' ■ i',y 

Har<fty any thing can be wt>l^e than the'coinmoa 
breed of sheep in the county ' of "Wejf ford, long* 
' tegged, h^i-^ovir backeil/l^rge h^ad/. large bonii^'and 

• as wiM as'deisr; The hew Leicester breed of «httep 

• is( hbwever^withift 'these fe^y^ars appearing tn-many 
parts'of the' country. Tbfe characteristics of the 
sup'^rior dass'of indiridouK/ of this br^ed: • the head 
UB lOng^ jsmaH/aitd hornless, with ears soiBewfaat loiig 
-ttiid stJiiidtng backi^ar<d ivltb thd* do^ shootitig for- 
ward ( the neck thfin and^ielih toiv^rds the head, bat 
taking la eonitsa) foi^ai; standing Imv and enlarging 
^very way at ' the basey the' fore-end ahpgeth^r 

*ilhort;*the bosom broad, with the shoulders, rib^, 

.and chide extraordinary full; t-he loin broad, aOd 
the back ie^el; the haufiches comparatively full 
towards the hips, but ligbc downward, being ateo- 

'^ther small in comparison to the fere-paru ;^ tli|» 
legs of a moderate length with the bone extreitoi^ly 
fine, the bone throughout remarkably lights t|ie 

carcase, when fviily fat, takes a remarkable form^ much 
wider than it is deep, and almost as broad as it is bog, 

'foil* on the shoulder j widest on the ribs^.iiarcoiriug 

• wit^ a regular .curve towards the tail^ aomethtngjta 
tiiA fprm of an egg, and .approaching nearer tiie 

•i: I,' r furm 
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form of the turtle than any other animal ; the pelt is 

thin, and the tail small; the wool is shorter than the 

Lincolnshire and other long wools in general, but 

much longer than the middle kind of wools ; the or- 

•difl^iry length. of ^ti^pl^ live t<». seven incbes, tarying 

-BW^h.in.fiPftfWBSiftnclw^i^t. . 

i .This vbreed. s.urpii«s^ A^^xy oth^ in beauty 4)f 

, fpiifO, alllb^Hgb.we ffawM.y^ar,*at I^prd Sfl|iw:^ilte'« 

vihMr in I^Mtkw.} w»e Sf^vktih ^mmhyif^ by • Mr. 

Ellfnan jind ww fey '.tb^ D.i|ke pf , BjedfQrd,> reijy 

I a«rly,ftq«|J^o; tb^ befst l^i^pMer^inbe^Mtysoflofiii. 

Xhey 4rje JjiOHf^^r bggod.and Iighter.»v*iy w^ty, tbeir 

wool^ffetmkikably «l0^a:AHd£fm,.iand «fQ ia:c009e-^' 

. i^ence w^B ndApted ^lo ^^niild «^Ptry (ftvid < a imptet 

MdSinate. The.' Riev. J^m^s S^fw^ |uincbA(»ed somet f 

the best.ofith^ I>i*:e..^ B«4f0rtf;^ iast. y€»r> aod.feM 

. bwugbt tbtfut to.hisJi^at at BailyrAc^bnrpn tbe bdr- 

: ders of.tbis cotinty. TIbif gpnx]pm9fh wbpippW9Sffi8 

• .oonsiden^bie .Estates in |his< cQMQty ^ pr^pq^^ . to kt 

bb teimnfsUftv^e tbi« brQ0d,<it:«^ea9y rata, onqomdir 

^^tion ol Jbeepiiig ilbem veleotf We i^nder^^tand froio 

^ Mr. %fl[ies,«ihaVfll»e:Sojut|l|i I^aWns he b^got.are.i^s 

' quiejtias tbe/Ij^iit^t^C^/ .Ijft^his.sbpuld coy|tin^9^ tbeije 

ica&ibe:tuitd<iubti9f,itbeir.! being th& 0K«t vAlu^Je 

stock for^mtoytilMurtV of Irebnid* 

As all fiarmers 4n^ihis county ^ even Ihe aroaJip^t^! \iMp 

.afewsbe^ ibc ^ their .wod and even- for their milfc, 

'>they- wvald:. be.^ff(«9^ly bencfiM. by igetting wDi> 

' . . . ■ * these 
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tbe^e ?aili^bi^ 'J>iiBe<^ insteaid.ofr^tkeif 'presrait Aint 
aDd booe abdmiviabieiwUdafitiiials^'WhiohaBrocdefitbt 
p^i^ont, their tearing dQw« t4)eirr fenced afK^brtakiiig^ , 
ioto their corn fields, they are obliigiedltothair^imj' 
course to the barbarous practice of tying their feel 
with side-lines. Nor can there be any doubt but 
that these breeds will thrive^ where the native breeds 
only live ; and they are so tame, that in winter and 
spring.they niay>e fgd^by haijd witt,tqrniBf>'rjapq,ior 
eyeuk, potatoes^ so that.tb.e s^vi^gand.jtibejRifpftHq t)^^ . 
sm^ll fariner, iri t:e^Fing^hdyfa..acaP€;<v;a seQr<^,of>l*^ift 
bre^d, would bq of. ^e^pipQrlaiH^^mJhWfiaA^Nb^^ 
would bife sure pf,a:na5i;<k(9j Tor the.pr9du<;e he oHg^t^ 
rear from bif lUt'e flodc,, witl^auf,atte(^pi^ing^tafAM«W| 
thero* . Dr^4^dpnso.iv>.Q/QpwQn, tb^s^ep^ntiiglflr 
l^e eyen^ti^fl up au^ fe(} ji^,^taU9 as, well a9 lany^ otbeTr 
animals, andrepomipeo^? tb^t litUe. ra^ka^ li^fs. ma^ 
fpr them under ,t^e st^ds oftCorn^staiQks^fJv^rrictu^ 
and has no doubt from their quietness , and' fowUv^sai; 
of ease the^ would thrive very well. We, are mu^h 
copfiraHed in this opinion from obsierving the mode 
of managing their ewi^^ for the early iamb for the 
Lon4pn market, as practised by Mr. Ducket and 
other fEtmersrinr; Bnglandi Indeed wet are; ftify^of 
epidioa^ th»t tb^finanageai^M ol;the>snudbfldriiiera4ip 
this; ooi»my Vrotiidd^ontejibei grellest impponrem^ 
fromr thfiir giYiRj^ ailitbekidoiniefltio ifiiiiiiati'foddf m 
the bdutfff' or il)'.Ul4c>.alieda^gtt»i«Mr«;di aad iliM 
. , . F 2 in 
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in- Jinnter ^nd summer, i baring for that purpose thetr 
Uttle facms sovrriwith clover/ t^res, rape, tdbbsiges/ 
^clThis we hzreiktfitct seen done by %6iiie^oftbem 
ivkh|^reat adratijta;ge. - '. . . • . 

In the Iwe^d' of swine the farmers bf this fcoilnty 
ate exrrem'ilj- deficient* Lohg-legged^, raz6r-l>acked» 
b<^e-boried, <«'retcbed animals, the very worst of the 
wdrst breeds' form the' coiirmon herd of pigs in this 
cotfhty, which no quantity of food, even for three or 
fordr years; "iw'bu(d ever make more than three cwt. 
IMfany of thi^ gentlemen, however, haveof l4te got the 
lihproved Leicester pigs of Mr* Astle3f*s breed from 
Hr. George Grtersbn ; the comirton farmers are ndt' 
yet reconciled to theih, they strll prefer their own* 
abomfnable sort. .' ' •* ' ^'■^' 



^ Jfi thieir'poujtry-tbe ciounty of Wexford leiveYy exw 
Qellent; didfuamera and etencoUiferi^ rmr vast oumbefB 
p£tiirkic8 ;^nd fowl of every descrfpiibnt in fhe nei^li-r 
lM>U0bood cf iWexford they ^^(io fattej^ them -by 
craimniag «witb potatoe^i buttch^*mtlk,'4iifd bairlay-: 
I. - < meal. 
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mc^I.. With tJins^ tlie market of Wexfot-d i^ qjo^rt. 
abundantly supplied. 4n(l. certaiQly iiQt'inferl^* to. 
any. tQvn'iw Ciiglafid* in this rf^pe<?t, apd hI«> *e- 
in^rk^bly .ct^aiv j This is one pf.thc^dwintages de. 
rive4iftPQ)'4l?e grf^t number of small fafmers in t|)is. 
county. Tliey also send great quantitii^s pf poultry 
'to.£>ubrm. A coi^ple jOf ci-ampied fpwl, ^. 2rf. ; a 
turl^y very fall, .2^- 3i^. ;, a coupje of turbeys »livc 
fullgrpwn^,^^. 9^tf. There is a. fair at Miphaelmas/ 
at.BaUyha^i^ for poultry pply, at whichtherciare 
sold spniQ tbpil39trids.of.all kii)(l^ ai^d v^ry chej/ift, that. 
«s» ihut io general they are oo a {ur, »i]d^m^ici 
spme case^) cheaper tbi^n butcher's ui<i^aU This^sMrJses. 
firpm ihe great; numb^^ of sinall pqcupier^' of land 19^, 
thiscoi|nty».whp can fitom the oflFa|sof tbjBirpptatpef^ 
with a little ls^MrleVri|i^al» rear and. fee^ poultry at, a 
^mall expen/cej for we have not found it tort^eooui^ 
the pracitiQe here, as in some, parts of France, to. sow, 
WMze iind.pther g^raifi, for the .sole purpose. of feedings 
poultry. In several provinces of France the feedifng 
of ponhry i^ considered as a very important aitiele 
in rural economy 5 and Or. Smith says^ ii .middling fair* 
mer there sometimes. wjU hav;e .fi>nr hundred fowls in 
btSi^^d ; andy a^there i^ 00 great MQprobability,but 
that- it. may be found, a profitable b^iyiness int^is 
country to rear and feed fowls for the Bristol, Liver^ 
pooly and West of England markets, it maybe worth 
while to copy what Dr« Anderson says with regard 

•• '• -to 
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16 the' mode df fattening pooltry'in Lahguedoc, and 
the mfKle practised iri Great Britain. ^• 

*< The fbUowinjg! method df Amenin^ geese in LsLn^' 
gaediHi in FVance descjrresto be^ ger^le^nlly kbow-Oj 
as ii wiH give sofnfe" hints, thfattntaybe u^fiil inf fdt^> 
teiiing other ariifiiak" • *'• . ^ .^ • 

" A¥ter the bird htis got hifo full' rfcsh fii e. %' 
Being weH kfept* vtpdH green fdbdj; itjs' rfecessir^ 
tfot'tatietaythefsfttening thewtoo k)ftg, le^youibt^ 
the s^a^on eAtif^ljr. About thfe etad of ©etcher t'ticy^ 
fft^JcT iotb rukV aftfef wHich they mU not'fetteh-at all.- 
Asa6ofM as theftc^t ha^'sfetirn (usually tdHirxrd^ the^nd 
<#N6veinber)J they aire shuit up td'thenumfaper oPvett'- 
dr<tirelld (ne^fer m>rby in a dayk stilf plaee^ where^ 
iteycaWndtfeer see light, Vibi- heiV the cffies of those; 
Aat'ai'e kept for laying. They rt^maifi^th that prisonr 
lfl(|itbe}^ave attained ther gt^ates! degree of fatriesv/ 
^mn^'are readjf fbr kitlirfg ; that' AVoiheni mu^ bi^ 
Aiii^; t^h^rwibe they would' Ter}^ soon turn.lbati aMk 
sU'lat^'die:'* 

**Th*t% are: WcKW«ys»of fattening^tben* ;v tHefirsty 
hy^Mttg'thMi^ifo\}gh Oiled with grainy urtrieii tfaeifi 
ci*lV^tfrrf<*,*«ythritthey iflay eafi^v^ieneverdieypteasei 
Th^ ^ee^'liiVle^d on tbib gt*ain are veity ddkmteij 
Otheti^ puY ikitb' the t^ugh grain of maiM boiled itiT 

itater^ - 

* ^ I do not know what kind'of gram is (tenoted \iy mr^e. It d6es nik 
tMh j^ wImM Mto(W«;4<bat tbt cAN^t of the o^cBtaOdu^.ttaUed maltin^^oa 
yr^n intended to feed aoiiaals is tbere known.** ' ^ 
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I, 

^fiUr. .:il:bey;ti>kie:iCiire to givie them j^l^nty of ihat, 
:fcKKiK.£Midi^kjSQp tslie Qoopt^lean,; i^, j(i^ end of two 
'ii^rTlhrp^ W'^ks %h» :gee^e\9^rp a)i.fally ^ened ; thpy 
ate* the^i taft^n 4Mit of the cq^pi and allowed to go at 
,large:iiUo the v^er {prjtwjen^y-fo^r hour$: witl^out 
.tbat pccicaption thejrfle^iwauld bave a di$agreeat^l|S 
flavor;' 

. ^'. Th? f^ve;p^ajy. |^e,c9L}M ^^ patiiral methpj pf 
ihu^fkmgi^yky e^ii^t^^g tHeji) to q^t foodsenoi^^b of 
tbeir pwn 9JCfrOf4 > : t|p^ ^ppqd nvay be called the ar* 
,t\ft^^3 P(?thojt>, ia,rid is .a& fpllo ws*" 

Tiuif g^^^ W^:P<^ up io. the.sajxie anaqneras .bfs- 
.f(Mre|.ai^.(|re ^qfaiVHiie^ twi^e a<day, t by .putting ioto 
•^|tir o^^. by *ineans of a X,\utmA tube;, a^ auuqh as it 
will hold of oiaiz^ boiled in water. The tube' is used^« 
\\3^Ci^iif^tJt^mV^\irOffhp'SW^G ^*?R furpishfd with 
lte^t^^th^^«pffrspn» who should attmpt to perfosm that 
tPB^r^ti<V\lt>y iba^id^ would soqii' haye the,iii scratched 
ia|l4jtorii^ft|'IMec^9» By thesge tde^m the geese ac* 
J|^ire.^,PfOG|iglfUS fatneiss, sot^at a .pair sojn^tim^ 
i weigh fton fifty XO sixty pounds. Their liver weighs 
ftQfs\ one pouod to a pound and a half, i^ white and 
.4eliq^tf^rbut has^a^light bitterne^, wbich the liver of 
/^:4uck hffts.not. The hearts are larg^ like a small 
/4ipp(e., jinH wb^n, dressed on a gridiron^ areexceli^ot 
'^f^atipg. The fcet are. boiled, after which they are 
.fried the si^me as the. tongue." 

*^ Ducks are fattened in the same place as under /^ 

When 
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** When tbedtickk afe p^cttWAtb'y tltftufiual-mbdes 
of feeding, ttiey are shut 'op eight b}^ dgtit iWa^lirk 
place. Every moriiiiig itid evenNtg* a servant f>ul^ 
their wings across, and; placing them between'bts 
knees, opens their ^xHl'' with his le[tt hand,* and wtiti 
his right fills the ctavr with boiled maize. Tbej'sdtne- 
iimes die suffocated, but they are not a bit the worse 
for ft, provided carb is tJkefi to bl^^thtim diriectry. 
These unfortunate^ animals pass there fifteen, dayk* \h 
a state of sufFocationV vi-^hich tiTdkes tbeiir liv'el: gi'ow^ 
large, and keeps tlfeiti aWky^ pitftiKng aii^ almost 
without breathing. When the tavi of tltb diidt spreads 
out like a fan, th'fey ktiow' it is fatenough*;' they are 
then turned out to tiathe in ijVater,- after wiricb they 
are killed. * " •' • : «■ - . . '■ m. . '• 

/' I have openbd two du6ks, of wiilch the'dhb hk(l 
not, and the other had been crkmihed: This fii^t bdH 
a liver of the natural size, the skin eqifiilly'thic'kHh 
all places, and the lungs perfectly soiind.' That,^i^iric^ 
had been crammed, bad an enormbUs Kvfer, ii^hicb, co^ 
vering all the lower pa'rts of tbfe beHy, ^xtend^d as 
far as the anus (The ducks a^e generally suifbeated 
when, by the pressure of the liver, the anus is open- 
ed, and the liver appea'rs at the orifice.) ^le lungs 
' were sm^ll aiid loaded with blood ; the skin of the 
belly, which cbvered the liver, was olP the thickness df 
a shilling* When the ducks (hiis crammed,' as well ik 
■••-' ' • - — • 4he 
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the geese, nave beeii placKea^ they ieein balls ,01 tat^ 
mi hone of' tUeir members 4re dkcernible.^' , 

There are some inferences not a little curious mi^y 
in drawn from these facts, in regard /to the fattening 
6f olh^r afiimats. I^ot only does it coniirm the ^ene* 
ti!t pbsitioh assumed in the tex(, that the mof^ foocl 
dh animal can be ixiaue to take in a given tiipe,, the 
quicker will it be tittehed : but this ril^le seems to 
Bbldy when it is given even to hurtful quantity be- 
yond what tbe animal would naturally have taken ; 
aftd IfaHBery that by certain mocles of feeding when 
well understood, the size of particular parts of the 
body can be augmented at pleasure far beyond their 
natural proportions. Could the quantity of tallow la 
quadrupeds be augmented ti^arly in proportion to the 
liver in this case, it is evident the profit to. the owner 
would be gready augmented. Tbe follawiog oitKle 
offatttniiig poultry, as practised by >Q experienced 
person in Britain, approaches nearer to the natUriil 
netfapd of /ceding repommended in the ttet,. smd 
cohaxts in coofirmiog the general doctribe., . 



Receipt f&r /ei&ihi Potiltrf. 



Very short time is necessary ; if a chicken li dot 

fat in a week, it is distempered. Poultry should be 

Q fattened 
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fattened in coops kept very clean ; tbey should be 
furnished with gravely but no water ; their only food 
barley-meal mixed so thin with water as to serve 
them for drink. Their thirst makes them eat more 
than they would^ in order to extract the water, that is 
amongst their food; this should not be put into 
troughs, but laid on a board, which should be clean* 
washed every time fresh food is put gn it. It is foul 
«nd heated water, that is the sole cause of the pip. 
The preventive is obvious; see Dr. Anderson's 
£ssays on agriculture and rural affairs, note to page 
323 of the Dublin edition. 



Are a ^ood deal attended to by the farmers of this 
county, scarcely any being without them^ and -most 
of them having meade in their houses, particularly in 
the English baronies. A good hive costs about half 
a guinea ; a hive of honey may be boilght for firom 
16^. to 2Qs. according to the weight. Honey sells at 
about 1^. Id. per quart: a considerable quantity is 
exported from Wexford to Liverpool. 

The Dublin Society sometime ago published rules 
respecting the care of be^s in winter, advising parti* 
Gularly that they should at that time be put in a 

northerly 
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norllierly aspect. - When allowed to continue, wher^ 
the sun comes on them, it tempts them to come out 
early in the spring, when they often perish. Mr.' 
Tighe advises that they should not be placed upon 
stones, which are injurious to the bees in whiter by 
being too cold, and in the summer by being too hot. * 

Mrs. Buchanan of Marsheen, near Duncannon, in« 
trodoced a mode of driving the bees instead of smo« 
thering them, which has become very common in 
that neighbourhood. The operation is very simple*' 
About the tenth of July is the best time. In the 
evening dig a round hole in the ground, so as to fix 
the hive in it firm ; have an empty hive dressed, that 
is, with' sticks put across and one from the tpp to 
the bottom, the hive being rubbed with hoQey,,balm, 
of bean flowers: Take the hive you mean to drive,, 
and turning it up quickly place the top firm in the 
hole, putting the empty hive on the top, and sur- 
rounding the whole with a cloth hdd in readiness. 
Then striking the tower hive smartly with a sv^itch, 
the bees will all of them, in the space of twetity nii- 
nutes, go into the empty hiv6, which then place on the 
stand, still keeping it surrounded by a cloth, and 
which continue around it the whole of the next day \ 
after which they will work as usual, and be able to 
have sufficient food to keep them all winter/ 

The Rev. Dr. Butler of Kilkenny has introduced 
a liiethod of preserving hives' during the Vmter, 
• a 2 which 



wbiifh^ from its facility and stjCf^^flf^ njJ^y l?P^^^:W*i 
haps more common 5 he VejcJ tljjjfp up in ^ 9l^t^i,^ij^|^ 
a rpund board ui^der i\^^ bpf*?"^* ^l^i^.h^Pg ^\^^^\ }}h 
the dark from thq cell^r-bj^aqa of ^ Jipusfi.in A^ )^ 
giphing of October^ ^e reljev^d tjjf^flcf oa the ^^.flf 
April, and th(^ fivQ hives Ije tr^s^ted ip tl^i? ^p^HH^R 
were strong, ^iid apparentljj^ in b^tti^c fa^eaUb tlian 
those^ that were trc^ate^ in i\^ i*$u5^l ly^y. J^K t^jlfi 
bottom of one hive thei;e w.^r^ ^bwt 9pe h|}pflri?4 
d^ad, and not abaye thirty io-eaqh of tl^g <?tbi?i;s5 f^ 
great many wpujd IjavQ p^^rished iq th,e Qppqson lyj^ 
an^d at any season this ai9rtality in ?9 gref^t a nijffl^f i; 
waul(| be e:^trem^ly spjsjl. A? jt ^x^tiffly'is^yi?? ,ft|\ 
the w^ter food^ and prescrve« ^h^ Ufs^cifj^spJ^xf^t)^ 
bes^* iftanner, there can be no. df^pbt of it? Ijfiflg 
the safest and most prpfitabljQ wa^of |;,eepiii^ ^S^. 
The Abb6 Sella Rpcca, IP b^.^ffi^tj^^, ,i|[jenfippj 
this $is^ a common practice ^n ^a^njc Pf(Ct9. of ||)^ 
Tur^bh empirei ; ap^ if it supcee^pcj xyi^h ,bii|^ in ^ 
island of the Arcbjpelago, i^ Qugl^t to. ^Qf^^T l^^t^ 
in a colder climate. Carq iin^?^^ he t^fcf^q. ip H^R 
them remote frqni npj^e,^ ^i)d Wtb.pst Ijjh^* Vrb^JPr^ 
^ke ants }n this cour^try^ ^.pd mpst pther infp^ts, tbpjf, 
will become ipsensible diuri^g; ItbjP ^Q^d ]fireatj)er^ 
whic^haEjpe^rs.tl^jr mo^ n^jtufftl s^l^^jpJ^J ftpf- 
thern cpuntric^ Sep. |^, J^J^^'s. ^MWy ol^ 
:{Cilk(^nny,^ pag^ 5?^. ^f >^^ ¥^4i ^^ ^^PFY 
woi||d be^.p/ g,rf^^^y,^f\fap^ tR tM,faf^fj?,^Q^^ 

county, 
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«W i^nd Other pe^oiji^, t»^ ;lffi?n fl9, . lp»«, !w^W, I 
;^^h^ hf^ cftp 1^^ no^a^^e vfjt^^.rasg to 611 fcvpr^} 

?w?iy s«<?b 9^. l^e pl<B^^3. \yil4a^aH> invef ar^ /^|t, 
^yeq iw;tei} m heigbt,^ ^n^ tw.Jn, depth; jn fljp 
upper rcjfv pf sjtr^v ^e fi^n^e4 sq^fjll ,b^r^, tQ wbifiU 
thft l?ees afS^.%ij: co^b^^ p^er. fb;f>.plftcfd ^ §^$ 
cover of straw ; in a short time after tbq l^ft^^. ^fi^ 
b.lYQ^^ *. ^«^WV^ ft^t hive may t|C.p»t^ **}d«r ; ^nd.as 
|9PQ.as ^^y i^pear to \^apjt rqofp^ .T^'9^ ^^U ^ ^l 
1^^ th^p >J)ree. f^^Vf^ ?j .tbif d ^ a, fs>v, c%y» f ftpr,. % 

of bjpney J in ijpo^ pp,^pp^ tfej^j ^ill, 6U fikvp of t;be^ 
hiv^s, ^n^ the, Uyp laj^t-af^ ^j^^pieqt fqr th^ir o^yp. 
Wi ^^>^,^9f^4^ ^•'^^.F^ b^n^ flp ip w^atqr. T'te 
process is cj^tr^q^y f^9>9hn wd c^xaiq of ;ufcp^ 
^ith bivQs of,a proper .^zQf U b^si ^cfp^a^ witb 
ip^^ Qvep wjitb ^M^g^ 9,9WWon hiy,ei. Wbpn a biy^e 
^W?W^^ f(*?y? i^ '^' P^^ ijnuoja^in^qri fig^r. the couqtrjT 
|»f59p^9 ^o.Pgfi a f W Wd^r it for tbf; bejvf tp conjtipuc 
Hf.pr]k|pg>.wli^j>h is ^ sie;pl;pw;^rd§ ^.better prapt^ce. 
In Wbeeler*s journey, iota Qrs^c/^^ ^p^pfbad is rp^n^i- 
op^.as, fQ%v\f.^^, *t t^ij.s di»y» uppfj HypOiQtjtup,; b^ 

bees ; 
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bees; the hWe$ aire flat, brbader above than at 
t>bttoiii ; siinatl 'sticks are fastened across the top ; at 
propfer times the cover is raised, and the sticks taken 
bdt 'with the cotxibs attached; the bees Are swept 
bfifck into the hive, and a part of the combs left for 
their supply; in this practice they are enabl&l to 
encfeaise the nuinber'of hives by removing part of 
the conribs, together with the bees, intb rie'w ones, and 
thus dividing a* hive into two err morfe; in which 
tase caife must' bcf* taken to remove a comb having 
the cill of a' ybung queen bee, which is easily dis- 
tinguished." 

♦* All early floWering plants are particHslarly favour- 
able id bees ; M. Conterdi, and other French authors 
have* specified ' the most useful plants ; among them 
they reckon' the almond, the cherry, the nut,, the 
apple; from the "poplar, the aspih^ and the sallow, 
the Vibe's obtain, early in tlie season, a v'esin of a 
brown colcrdr, with wliich they st6p the chinks of 
the hives before ih6y begin to wbirk; the lime and 
the broom afford great quafitities of honey ; as 
also all the spiraeas, borage, "cabbiages, and most 
cruciform flowers ; echium, cerihthe, bfeatis, and many 
papilionaceous plants ; also raspberry, flax, lucerne^ 
clover, campaniilas, traveller's joy." White mustard 
we have known sown on purpose. 
' "It is calculited inrthe Bedfordshire survey, p. 54, 
that every square mile id Great-Britain Woald easily 

^ ' produce, 
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produce, in bees Wax and honey, on an average 
lOOl. in value, allowing for the decrease of price ia 
consequence, of the extent of produoe/* 



, , ^Natural Grosser. 

• »* 
la some parts of this county the natural gf|asse^ 
are very luxuriant, particularly in the district called 
the Hook. The natural grasses on the eastern coast 
seem also very good. In the internal parts on the 
cold clay soils they are,tbin,and of little value* At 
Rargie castle we found all the different Festucas and 
Poas, and abundance of the Achillea millefoliiun, 
the yarrow, so much celebrated by Dr. Anderson*. 
It is, however, upon artificial grasses that the farmers 
depend chiefly in this county.. 



Artificial Grasses. 

They only make use of in general the clover. 
We did not see any lucerne in the county. 



Mode 



!2t ' s^A^^dAi fttirfeV^ 



• * 

Iq this the common farmers are guilty of tbe same 
faults we noticed ilfl th^ fcbUtlt^ of W4ckldw, of 
blea<;hing their hay too much.'^ We beg to vefer to 
tBat Skrv6y fifr thb tttcrde prattled ih fifigt^d'; of 
toatirig tU6ir buy. • 



* Ddh-les, dm ikeir P^dUce.; ' 

1f*his year a farmer informed us, ttiai he made I26K 
6ti dairy of ^I cows ; but the usuat price, at wfaich 
they fet their dairy coWs, is from d^e ^piind^ to nve 
guineas each cow. Their dairies are numerous in 
several parts of the count}*, and we are informed 
there are about 9000 tubs of butter exported annually 
from Wexford. Tne dairies, in general, are ma- 
naged in a very slovenly diity manner, and they are 
at V(:tf littld pdin^ in sielecting the breeds of their 
dairy stock. Mr. Tighe, in his'Staiisticat Survey 
of Kilkenny, has given 3ome excellent ru}cs for 
the management of dairies, to whicU we beg to 
refer^ 

Prices 
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Prices tf Hides y^ TaUow^ Wcd^ and fuaniUy sold. , 

The prices of these in .this county are not easily 
siflcertaioed, but are fnuch the same as ^bose of 
lYaterford. We could not come at the quantity of 
wool sold; much of i\ is sent to Waterford ; the 
price variesaccording to the fineness, from 165. to l9Sm 
€d, this year. Some very fine mountain sheep wool 
as high, we were told, as 30^. per stone. South Down 
wool, grown in the neighbourhood of this county^ 
brought 25. \0d. per pound in Dublin. 



Size of Farms. 

A Farm of 100 acres is conudefed a large farm* 
The run from 80 to 60 acres to the occupying 
tenant* On several large estates ^the pernicious 
practice of letting large tracts to middle-men takes 
place, but these let jkheir lands to occupying tenants, 
from whom they demand an exorbitant rent. The 
Marquis of Ely bas.giy#o an admirable example on 
bis estate of doing away the n»iddle-men, and letting 
bis lands to tlie imo^ediate occupiers, and he has 
consequently on his estate a very respectable te- 
nantry, industrious, and auacbed x4'H^> In some 
K ' other 
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other parts of the county, in consequence of Jetting 
their lands to these land-jobbers, the country has 
bee^n d^popi^ted, as etri4enliy appeara ftpom large 
tracts, particularly in the eastern district, bearing 
the marks of having been foriwrly i» tiil^gA, and 
liow Resetted. To otheir cicoumfilanGes of: faftd 
po^cy of letting Iknds to middle-men, Mr. Ti^^ 
i^ilds with great truth, that the nuddle-men ^irays 
promise more and pay leas than other men^ 



, Farm Houses and OJicess. 

They are built by the teiiante and repaired by 
them. The landholders do nothing either towards 
building or keeping them in repaid. 



Ufature of Tenures, State qf Leasee, and general 
Clauses therein, Taxes, or cesses, paid by Tenants, 

On some' e$lates it is the cnstcto to let for a term 
of years, but generally for lives, or a teto of yearsr— ^ 
three lives or S| years-^sometimes, two lives or SI 
years* The Beverend James Symes covenants with 
ail bis teaafit$, tbaj: they shall reside on 4heir farms, 
and not sub-set above a certain quantity to labourers 
or cortiers,^bich seems to be an excellent provision. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Tigbe suggests, that the ssifest way to prevent 
sub-divisidn and sub-setting is by letting at a nominal 
renlf iacluMv&^<|be )pi^ky> allA ^twihg an abat^ 
ment on condition ofnofrslib-tetting* 

The rents of late have been much encreased, and 
certainly ti^egreal iKJvMibe in the ptm df thi^igs 
jvatiQea^ considemble tf^drease 6f vdnl. -The aibrie^ 
^y^ ^^wevefs of evefy Iktl^ htlmpt to* dbtafn mbre 
ls^4 induees theQi often cto* b)4 mny pripe to obtaiir 
Uf, aB4 ^ndtords too qften jaftify t&» praictice- of 
taking fxoribitant rents by wc<n|taging Abis compe^ 
titiA^«t .^Lands, that, were tw0n(y»ftve ybarC ago 1^ 
li^r ^r giwea an acre?, are »6w kl for. t'wo guineas;' 
s^.^ftysbillinga;^ witbiB that parted the rent is: 
alfl^.cnrery wime; doubled. 



General Sisse of Fktds and Eti^siares^ 
I ... 

In general the fields and enclosures are small ; fiv^, 
ten^ and very seldom twenty acres in a field. ^ This 
is naturally directed by' the' sise of tbe farm, and the 
quantity of arable and pasture land* 



E 2 NaiH 
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/ Nature ef Fertas, Stodt of If edge- f ants ^ and keeping 

' of Hedges. 

Tlie fences in the English baronies are in i^eneraT 
good and well kept, consisting of mounds of eitrtb 
and. sods planted with fiirae 6n the sides and top^ 
which affords excellent shelter for cattle, and is 
extremely useftil as fuel^ they also form h most int- 
penetrable fence. There is a fence of this kind at 
Bargie Castle, which has been made M years, ahd is 
one of the most complote we have evcir seen ; there 
is a hedge of quiclcs at the topj which grow well as- 
both an additional shelter and an ornament In those 
parts of the county, where 'thdy have plenty of turf 
for fueU they are not so careful in making these ex* 
celtent kind offences. The fences there appear 
ragged $nd miserable. 



■ '^ 



Mode . of Drainmg. 



Very little cad be said on this subject, whiib is 

very much neglecti^d, A^Carraghmore, a farm of 

Thomas Cards, Esq. therQ is a fine example of 

draining with great spirit and judgments The Rev. 

^ * / WilUani' 
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William* Glascott, at Pillt, has also taken nmch 
pains in drainiiig, and carried it into effect ivith 
iiuicb judgment. 
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APPENDIX. 



The Anther (f this Report havinff iut:diffhify ^mcM 
im the language of the old English dAny <f ihe, 
Banmy cfForlk^wehape added a more partiadar 
ficemmt ^it, given iy General Fulhncey^ from tit 
second Volume of tie Transactidm qfthi Ro^Irvk 

' Academy y as an Appendix. 

THE baronies of Bargie and^orth are situated at 
the southern 'extremity of the county of Wexford/ 
and, together, contain about sixty square Irish miles* 
They lie due east from Cardiganshire^ in Wales; 
the shortness of the passage caused a frequent inter- 
course between the Irish and the ^ Britons^ from the 
earliest account of ^heir history^ 

In the year | i:67, Dermod, king of Leinster, was a 
powerful prince ; the errors of his civil government, 
the oppression of his subjects, and the tyranny he ex* 
ercisedover his nobility, caused a total defection in 
them and the people.^ His kinsmen, friends, servants 
and followers, had all been prevailed on to forsake 
bim. • ^ 

In 
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In 1168 the distressed king repaired to Englknd^ 
to solicit the assistance of l^ing Henry ; telling him 
be was becoipe an exile by the treachery of bis vas- 
sals, and beseeching him* to give him aid, whereby he 
might be restored to his inheritance, which if it 
should please him to grant, he would acknowledge 
bim to be his lord, and serve him during his life. 

King Heory^ mpved with compassion, promised 
.bifn aid, ^d de^red bim to reintaia^at Bris^I iinulhe 
.should hear furtl^er from him. Derinod, aft^r stay- 
ing there OOP mon^h^ and hearing nothjng from the 
JLing, weary of delay, applied to IU«hi^r^ £arl.of 
Strigul, commonly called Strongbow, promising, t^at, 
if be would assist bim, he would give him his daugb* - 
ter to wife, an4 with her the whole kingdom, of 
Leinster. The Earl excused himself, unless King 
Henry would give his consent. 

In the mean time Dermod applied to the princes of 
Wales, and Richard Fitz-Godobert accompanied him, 
but with so small a body of men, they were of no use, 
and they soon returned home. 

Dermod finding his subjects still held but against 
him caused proclamation to be made Ip Wales, 
offering large recompense in lar^ds, money, and cattle, 
to such as would give bim aid. likimediatety m^n 
of all sorts, and. from divers places, prepared thenv> 
selves to embark for Ireland, under the command oC 
Fitz-Stephen, who bad lately been enlarged from 

prison 



IvrifM by tbe n^ia^ion of Q^vopx! with ^e, s^ king 
w Wal^^t TtiU l^tl« ari9iy consisted of ^oi^t l;br«f 

feeing gr<^W» yrfiso^ wi|b vktorjf, g^yq gs^ discQi^ 
t^m tf> ibe. ^qi^isb^ maQ}( of wl{oiii returned .bom«. 
£^tan tb^ y^. foll^wicig (1X69) ^I^ Pic)^}4 ?^ 

wsmjl ^MfUj profiling to foljov witi? 9, co^pi^rnble 
^nnyw AciSffrd^ngly* ip t>70, tbe Earl w4^d ^ 
Waterfor4 witb si^tepn biHi(|red $olc|i0tic»; 

Tbi» jsomidei^bl/e reiofiH'Qenieq^ ^nab}iB)4 QtHPOfl 
BOi only to ^uppi^s^ hii^ r^beUious /lu^ec^s, b^ also 
to make war on tbe neighboqring pri«ci39. P«a«0 
Imog one^ ro8tpred> D^mipd mad^ good bif prppUses, 
iwd the part qi tbe country m^ ar^ no^ dusprihing 
vas parcelled out to the Sritj^h soWiers^ wbo bate 
fenMioed in quiet possession of their atdiieveinems 
untothiaday» 

Tbifl coIqii^ have preterved tbeif anoient lof nners^ 
euQlxiais, ain4 language ; and fnUy occupying every 
inch of gronndy the oaiivefs oould 9ev0r di)tain a re- 
fvtaUiiibsitet tfafsreiA. Am population enoreased', 
fboie of the £n^«h have been ol^ltged to«renioye 
into the oeig;bbeufing baroniei within these fifty 
jri^arB, 9Adihy wq intercourse v^ith the Ir^sh, tbe bin** 
gUage. of thoM^ emtgiants became eonrupted, and 
tbese^ by their connections with their kindred re- 
f maining 
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maioing in the baronies of Bargie and For^h^ iiAteiQ ' 
vbttie measure introdoced this corrupted dialect there. 
The town of Wexford is the market, to which thii 
edony resorted ta dispose of the prodnee of their 
farms,' and -inh this market all things are bought and 
sold' in %he modern EngKsh dialect ; this also is' iho* 
ther dsiuse of the decline of the language of the colo- 
nists, but hot t>ne word of Irish is understobd or 
spoken in these two baronies ; ' still they preserve 
many words and jrfirases of their original language, / 
and some original songs, which, having been commit- 
ted to writing, will exist as long as the people* 
' Were^the^e no historical documents, to^ ascertain the 
arrival and establishment pf this colony, the language 
spoken by them would be a sufficient testimony^ 
** Language/* says Dr. Johnson, ** ilj the pedigree of 
*' niititaHi ; there is no tracing . th^ connections of 
^* ancient nations but by language.*" And the learned 
Dr. Priestley informjs us, << that the language of a 
** people is a great guide to ^n 'historian, bbth'm 
^^ tracing their criginy AvA in discovering^ the state of 
'^ many bther important circumstances bdoi^gin^ tb 
^ them. Of mil customs an4 habits (addi; the i>oct6r) 
^* tbatof speech, being the most l0eq[uendy^:^ercised, 
^< is the ihose confiro^ed/ land least tiib^" to 'obange. 
^* Colonies, therefore, will alwaysspeak ihe language 
'< of their mother country^ imless^some event pro* 

; :. duce 

^' Bofiweli's Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides. 
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^VcLdcq A fr«ffr iotercoune with people, wbo speak 
f ^jMpt)ier;liuigiiiige ; and eyen the proportion of that 
f^ foreign intercourse may in eome measure be estir 
^<< mated hy the degree of <;orruptioQ of the Ian* 
'^ guage^^'f .. To these authorities we will add a few 
morctofje^ial, weight: ^ Cegnitio linguamm gen* 
<( tiifm or/Km Uprosapiam docet^ indicatque, ut et 
<j solum' et g^Dus'Titfls mutaverint monstrat/'f . This 
author goes so far as to say ^ that langiiage is to be 
|)referred even to the annab of renaot^ times^ to 
pfoye the origin of a people^ particular^ of an ^mir 
gr^ating pepple, such a» tlje Scythian ancestors of the 
Irish d^ Vv^wn to have be^n : ** Vestigia migratio- 
*\ num gentiom quibuslibet fastis c^rtius pirodit,V or^ 
j|s he more, strongly expresses it in his own lapgpage^ 
*Vsom oatiouers flyttoringar ar, ofta lemna]; sftkrare 
« uoderriittdasur, aq alia sagor pch histwer/' .** Lio«- 
fi gtiarum^^goaJlio.cogQationis gentfi|i9i,.pcaDcipuum 
^^Vcertissiuiymq^eargumentumesu^'t ;i : . 

On these great authorities we ^est>. to prove that 
tlfi^ ancient history of the primitive inha,^itants of this 
jsl^isfoupd9din truth ; for, if th^y had not had an 
in^njojorsi} tiix jfprmerdays with the PhceniciatUSi 
Egyptjans^^a^d jPersiansj^.how^is itjpossijble so du|0J 
hundreds. |of. If or^^i^mi^ny idioips jof speech^ so 

, ^ 4- The verjf .learned ihre \n^h\% Lexicon Ij|ppQiiicuiD, PreC p. miii^ 

J 'SheringhiBu ' '• - ' . '* . 



hsii^ihi^^m^i^ee&mb Ibe iM IH^b^ttRftt'^ 
l^^'tiol to%^^tMt%J(fa1«'tbe'tiHae»-^ Uiy'iytiieV 

n^hs' a^' hi^'adft^v'tf«irited^l»9 ba'rp-^'Mtlsie 
om)jii;"T!^Mi)>'Aiiid?'i;-(^. birf{d^d{i,^i>/,ttl MOc, i 

<the tjbpy '^«;lA)6k tbe>W» ^'i aMur-^M^^Iid'ib^ 
imgUter '^/^ ^tB^^ Wiift Hnttt^'n«Mb«k>ti titf^H^M 

tnd fDcl^flemaHfs <^ 'tbe stdtb^'iSrtle?; M4IMp>MU«l^» 
-tlife weaver Hfefcitea?- ••«•'-■. •'• .- r.;.-. ^•♦ 
••- Tb retirti'tttttr colMlists. • • Vrlitfjf \«% • Wff^«<ft 
^c^libtisd Httibtms cddhy,'k'{^'faftid<B'^i!Jt«j)HH)fe 

<frkis^bat,iaHiftt<itiilVree(:b«»^ Vtok^ftiM «iit Hiicl 
narrow brim ; t^ai 6f'th« wtff^n #Wril^)tbdi^ jitiitoe):; 
& t^ffoOH Ulfrdbri^ ittt>ottoiii Vritii ifti^A«'^ytir ^ee 
>6Wj*^i>iUttii<^ "or t*t>e bf k 'dffii^i^'edkMnr. ' Wh 
f^ib iekh HMy '\Afltote jacket >trii^(tf ''ira^^iffe ifMaL 

lEdir<ii}verte MlietlJ^ar^bkB^'Wu-ifliiHBlitif. > 

• Ttife ridok *Wf't»fe <9a dolttiKfe"ii'e -HdWr, ^, 

\ ISti^rd, Wliitty, Rossk^, l^nnot, Murphy, Stephm, 

i^uinoy, kal TtKrgtntltftie»y • trfaa "a«lr ' iahib i t i tbe 

aut^ry'ai-e diiokly^'Sescended ''from* die 'olfice 'lAd 

soldiera 
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idkfieiv of -OiToflnrrifs and Kio^ WiUisaii''S army, vip. 
Bervtgr, Nun, Edb&rcb^ Hughes, PAlUser^ &c.' 

The people of these baronies live well, are indvs* 
tctoifi^ desriy^'^knd of gbod ibohils ; bbe poiotest 
fmttMf'^e^M.iB9Bt twice '. « wedc,* iatv} the tahfe ^ tfab 
wtekhj^^fiiraier is daily oovered iri^^UeeC^imuttoii, or 
fo#iw The bdvttiage is booseHfaffeMedhfllki. aod beer^ 
ofaip eKoell^t fiai^our and odkmrk isThcf hbuses; of 
ttiB, proorek )rire' iirdl boilt and tvell 'thatehed;*ilitl 
hsre ouWfieesfoi^^atde^ fowl^, carts, mxi^tu The^ 
pMpfe tee W)iUi clothed, .ar&. strong and ^labiviottsl 
The trettiea do«H ntxbner of rtntic work; plooghaag 
exicepted;' tlb^yv^ediveeqilal wng^^ithjlfaec mem r 

In this delightful spot the greatest harmony «ob* 
fists behrheri thetOaodiord and ^theifanaer^ iiiild i| is 
canMOik: to iridct4fai .tdnant fit Ifke la&dlord's tables 
Siifchiidieiraiietirioi to'Jdlenes^, that i£a beggar is 
met in «b^ b^v^n^s^he is ifnasediitely hand^ from 
hofU8l«ilKRi8eudftttl'he4tf outof'the^baroriy.i ' 

';$hdi|it«ilsi8dirdN|;ionheye istfaeJB.canati GathoJic ; 
fhete a«ii»aimi(« meihiindrbd la'oris IV<^sta^^^ ' 

Btofi'li^ »dl>l)efit^idbed :ine^ in tlie same manner. 
ju^ witi|cdi9 JfMir >IIlb& nelhttoiis a|id Ifri^dd^bringa 
jnrdfbntfb if ^nandtrbf rail iLiiid^, and; feasting and 
' 4aiieilfg.odlltfaftfeiir'flll tbe^itigfat ; the bridelsila jreiled 
at the head of the table, onJess^cailed ptitta dttno^ 
when the chair is 'filled by one of the bride-maids. 
At everjT^^sarriage an apple is cut into small pieces, 

and 



O/O . 
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thrown among; the crowd; a ciutintt they brought 
from England, but the origia of it bad xiot^escendidd 
iwth.it. ' s\' ^.^ 

The: produce' of ibe soil in these baronies is greajk ; 
the whi^ ig under tillage, and near the aea^hore.thejr 
manure i»rith the sea-weed' twice ayear^ aM Jot .the 
memory of the^oldest mail the grpundbos never been 
fallowed, but a plentiful crop obtained every |rear« 
Tfa^; parisbof Caroe contaihs .6ve hundred ;«cr^s,'«li 
/^> c . ^^ . or mostly binder tillage f^ihis partsb.pays 100/. a year 
for dtbesito the rector», The ehiiccbtlaiid of jCfHrne 
contains sixty acrest,: of wbieb fmty ase'plougbed/and 
pays to the rector 14/; 14f« aadto^b^laod^d d02»^a 
yi'ar. - ••• - * >■..: .;. . ',;: ". .\. -'• , ! 

• • Fuel is scarce -in this district; ihtf! chief /firing -ki 
fui'ze, planied on tbe.tops ofaU tbedikes ;- thea&!i«e 
cutand driedy and bring & good Mretiurj}... Aioogtbift 
coast 'there has fonaerly be^n a bog; •or^ iuinbai:yii 
which has been-enoroached.on.by tbeaet^.ap. noch 
that now it is covered wiUi.8aQid^*:ani:ihat/ait}l%h 
water, with mahy iset^ of th(^ watei^^ dealrat* Tbb 
great expence ofjcatting and drying this turf: rettders 
this kind of fuel too dear iec: tbeitoinOMti fit»^\^ III 
this turbary, many feet under tb^jaaiitt.bigfe.wliteri^ 
trees are daily founds afid sofoe duf^p^Ab«iy^aqisfe . 
chiefly of oak, fir, and ba^Ie* ( . . > ;.i, . . • 
• ' • . . . ' 1 .. r'i t. "'.) 'I' ! *!"•.. * 

■•* f^ocabtihry 
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Vocabtdary 6/ the Language of the Barany of Forth 
and Bargk. 



jSloghty below. 
^immache^ a dwarfs 
arkaghj ^ger. 
amize^ amazed. 
mm^ design. 
amezillf tbeniMlTes. 
arich^ the morning. 

' B 

*^^» I the body. A. S. 
boik^i, Cicdige. 

buye^ a boy. 

bash^ the palm of the hand. 

, beUety the belly. 

bane J a bonet A. S. ban. 

blooed^hXooA. 

brian, the brain. 

blaUtkuTjihe bladder. 

brazon, bold. . 

breedy bread. 

bawcoofif bacon. 



buththtTy butter. 
bouckurey a butcher 
bareCy the^oal tH the game 

of ball or hurly*, 
bibberuy trembling, fearful. 
blackeeiiy ba^wKng. 
Mo^^en, shouting. 
binistf boast. 
bra\ brave* 
baihesy the goal at the game 

at ball. 

barnaughy a limpit^ a wilk 

.(or ^belUfisb) which ad* 
heres to the rocks so as 
to require a strong blow 
to disengage it.. 

broughy to break. 

boththoney a button. 

brewery a brother. 

brekvasty^^xe^kidcsX. 



cOy quotb, sayetfaj 
cQstusy conscience^. 

diigercheetu 
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clugercheen^ a flock, a coolane^ the hinder part of 

: clytchy a crowd. tlie head* 

cowlee-7nan, the keeper of carierCf a quarter, as 

the goal at the game of arraugh coriere, springs 

ball. zimmer coriePCf summer, 

chotey tQ know ; chote well^ harvest cartere^ autumn, 

%Q know well, to think> wmter cortere, winter; 

suspect. cole, cold,. 

ca7*/ie^, peevish. crat>A:en,crossiiess,p^e¥i^-> 

curcaghf snappish. ness. 

corkite, tumbling or thrust- 
ing one another down, ' D 
wrestling. ^ 

comman-^ the bat or hi^rling dellen^ to dig. 

' chib. ^ i/^am/, toJook^ to behold, 

ctniveatey carrots. to look up. 

cooloars, pigeons. Angl. d^ij^ to strip, to put pff. 

Sax. cul/re^ a pigeon j' ifraifg^/, a drawing ^t^Oke 



culiifre\ ideou 
cdlefi a calf. . 
cawle^ a horse. 
cozeenSf kinsfolks. 
crwstf a.crust. 
cosKuTy a feast. 
cownip a comb. 



with a weapon. 
dr^we^ toihrow or cast« 
doneb, a diince^ blockhead. 
deighi, to put. 
dap, a touch. 
durk. dark. 
dundetj thunder (Damsb), 



comree^ trust, confidence, die, the day. , 
choiUe, the cheek; recte datieen, the d9,v^n» 
choide, i.e. Uiejoie* . Afondei. 



Tusedti, . 
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Tustdei. 


eordf ^rik, earth. A. S. 


Wennesdd. 


eord. 


Thorsdcu 


empthee, an emmet, ant, or 


Fridei. 


pisjmire^ 


Zathardei^ 




Zindeu 


■ F 


Dn oaskean, k^ Wed- 




nesday* 


M^ fpg. 


rfrfflrf^,nhread (Danish). 


/ause, the face; thefea- 


dtnear^ dinner 


tpres of the'face, /aVArtf^n. 


doaugh^ dough. 


A. S; wlita, ^ifiwlita^ the. 


dfishj a thrush (bird). 


face, the features. 


irostal, a blackbird. 


A, S, nebf the face. 


> 


/eelen^ feeling, 


,_ . E. 


Jfartoo^ ailing;. 


. • 


/W, for what? 


ttf the (article). 


/an, when. 


epronc, errand, 


Jauste^^ confused, tre^rnb- 


earchee, evety. 


ling. 


eUf point, quarter. 


fyd^^ wh«^. 


^», eyes. 


Q. . . .'. 


€gastjGSLv;egast(dy{ng\i%' 


/ ./• 


ened. 


gridaw, sorK9w. 



iftf, i?i:,. the e^e. , A ^ S^ gnndety wonder'd^ 

eage.^ gazb^ dust, breath, fume, 
cen^jtheend^ T^€*snotga^binhim^ 

eatheitf evening. ^ i. e. be is dead, ' 

eair/, eqrd^ earth. gentrize^ gentry., 

"^ gladly 
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glad^i i, e; Zin zi^iten^, 



Giie i0 hote^ heat. 



Siin-sbUihg. 



holgaDe^ Shrove-Tti^sdAy, 
.A. 8, halga^h{>\y^ /Ud^ 
ganf^steny L«nt^ 

haaicy tb^ faead^ 

hflhogheyX\ipfX\iOYri A. S. 
dbogcp,^ 

honey the h^nc} ; rumgh$ 

honey the right han4» 

Aijp, the tiigh. A.jS^^i^. 

healy health. 

herieen^ hearing. 

hprnta, borried; Aomf4 
b^sty 4^ bQrne4 be{|Sft, 



^^^i/e^^Ik, praltlingt 

ga^y fair, caJra. 
- gubbachy calfbage; 

geartey a §hp-goat.; jtr^-f 
fl7j^, ^ he-goat. 

g'arraney i gelcjing. 

granougby a liedge-qog^ 

gtinmrcy a joiner, > car- 
penter. 

^w;;/ a child; gurlk^hy 
childhood* 

ll'urV^flf, a garter, l^fttidagef ^tver, a heifer. 

garVy anget. ^ harpleaty ^ snipe. 

gnzecy ugly, hereeny a herring. 

g-d«^, ajoint, . ' A^/em,' weight, burtten. 

^M<?, dew. har-nofh^Sy pig-nuts. 

|g^a5/, a sprite. 'A? S. §'<^'« A(rtA^tf,crosi?,ill-tettipere4. 

g^rsoUy a yi>uth; A^, an inplosure ; ekourch'* 

Aey, chtirefa-yaitl. 
Hi hoky buried. 

fiiiyveny h^^ytru hqliqfy half j halluf-mona. 



ijJ^Bejfhe\l Ki%hdlte. 



balf-moom 
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t 

numdfCTQyfd^ amithlrojpgs 
of people^ 

K. 

k^kssy skittles, tiine-pins. 
kink^ to kick* 
keiit^ to roll on the grounc]^ 
knaggee^jcTosa^ ill-temper- 
ed, peevish. 
fcofC^^ a shove, a thrust. 



lootheed, sheltered. 
hurnaghy nielancljoly, 
ietcJif smkll-beer ; ty o* 

tetchy a ^v'ink of ^a>all 

beer, 
liigy hollpw. . 
lerocky a lark.; , 
hmemy a lamb, 
iemrif a lipn> 
iauween, I/^aven. 
latcsy lace. 
lethd little ; kthel vinger^ 

the little finger. 
ligt, light, 
lappeen^ a j^lov^r. 



kimlere, a fumbler, awk- latiSy open. . 

ward. (ici^^n, the features, ,^,S. 

keiney cows^ « tvfiia^ armlita, the facc^ 

knaghaney an ant qr pis- lonty land : Englonepslng* 

mire bill, a Jittle hiil. land ; Srelotie^ Irel§ind. 

lugi ft hpljow. 



ieigheei/iy laughi ng. 
lleaiiy mischief;, 
l^mkesy flocks. 
leigky idle; high out^ee' 
ddj idle otat the day* 



M. , 

nieihel, middle. 

maHf a man ; yqlax0 man, 

an o!d, man; vTnan, a 

husband. 



T^ 



Viajfien, 
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ntawen, a woman ; yoeHa neapess^ parsnips. 
maweriy an old woman, nipore^ bergbour* 



Zt wife. 
ftiidey a maid. ' 
moweth, the mouth. 
marrmghy marrow. 
mety food. 

moihoon^ mutton. ' 
mooihoTy mother. 
mu/lrac€y mistress. 
mtUeare^ a miliar. 
magetiy-piey a magpie. 
misierrif dazzled. 
muzlere, worthless. 
maud, crowd, throng. 
jnetf asking, 
mot, but. 



nealy a needle. 
neeghty night. 
noughely a knuckle. 
naaiurj natufe: 



cree, one another. 

> p- 

poulj the crown of the 

^ head. 
pethy, pity. 



mope, astonished, a fool. ^ pooke, pobket. 
viothee, a little hill. pmkane, a he-goat. 

milagh, trefoil, clover. peiher, pewter. * 
mellf meal, flour. pit, put. 

w/re, su^rprize, in amaze- poustee^ power. 



ment. 

N. 

houih, kiiQw^th. 
naie, anate, prepared. 
nne, the nose i niztiols, 
nostrils. ^ 



pomell, a fool. 

piz, pease ; ptz pofachts, 
pease porridge. 

paug-mele, feast of har- 
dest- home. 

patigy the harvest ; mele or 
mael, a feast. 

R. 
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R. ^othyB, shirt. 

rishp^ a stroke ; A. S. re^e. scudden^ rubbing the back« 

rapple^ to rattle: stouky a fool. 

rzi^A^Aefn^afteinoon^sIun-. .sttiot/, smothered. 

cheon. j/etf, the handle of a thing* 
nibf a rib. T. 

, ridughty right ; riaught teap^ tossing and tumbling 
honCy right hand ; n- one another about. 

aught earmey right arm. troUy to roll, x ^^ 

^twishy between, betwixt. 

S. \ to^A/, taught. 

iarvtzeen, tormenting. 

sanktSy the^saints. ^ titchy a kid. 

skeey the sky. ti/y a drink| see /^/cA. 

steoTTy^^idx \ hnSMearra. tawest, taste. 



thouunty the thumb^ A* S. 
thuma. 

V, . . ' 

i^tir, the fire, A. S. /r. 

B^gis Vier.~ 
vaapevy vapour. 
n)rastj frost. 
vorreatCy the forehead. 
^mV^, to appeaf, to shew voote, the foot. 

one's self. vleshy flesh ; byiltta vksh, 

stoney to stand. . bailed meat. 

shimmereeny glittering. vaty fat. 

vicCy 



sneeWy snow. 
siarmy a storm. 
59712//, the smell. / 
shamefacOy bashful. 
stuckeenSy stockings. 
shooney shoes. 
snisheeriy snuff. ' 
seppeaVy supper. 
skivy to rise in the air. 
skuUery shoulder. 
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vtce^ voice. &mt& if>eend, Nordh 

tolknty a bai)dkerclibf« weeni. 

fount ^ first wazcoote^ a Kaistcoait 

vievj a weazel. 

vrefim Jrom ; vrpem^ idem* Y* . 

ffl/?/>eref«,bragging,bo<>st- - ' 

ing. , . yersttij yestecday ; . ear 

vailer, fkote. yersiei^ Che day Jbefore 

vezzeerii driving or str&tng yesterxlay* 

a ball bard. • yolaW^ old tp -^yaeUa^ old f* 

ve/i^eTn, spite, malice* j^i^ze;^, an.ewe* 

» 
veUf fell ; iHz//) to falL yaipen, spewing. 

' vke^ to fly, , j^Wr^, give ovcr^' ceaae* 

valier, more, longer (in ,5^er, give; jr«^Ci give. ^ 

time). yitAj if. >- 

W. Z. 

wqfur, uneasy* zitchy such. 

'wourloky to tremble. '5fm, the sun; xin zeitpie, 

wedeeriy a weddixig. otygo to glade, «un-«et- 

'wather^ water. ting* 

wouly to wish. zkhelf such* 

witheeriy the looks, the zey-saw^ ze^ to see* 

countenance or features, zdr^ to serve. 

whatingy sneering. zUly self; theeziUrihyself. 

fi^eepeeriy \vee\Mng. zed^ stewed; zed-met t, 

wra^/^, the wrist. . stewed meat. 

wikf^Q, week. . zalty salt. 

weendy the wind ; East / zeide^ the side. 

tt^e^/zfif, Westan .wetnd^ zongh, a sigh. . 

I shall 
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I shall here subjoin 

AN OLP SONG, 

in the dialect of these baronies, which has beea 
^anded d9wn by tradition from the arrival of the co- • 
lony in Ireland, 8ubje<bt, the gt^ine at Ij^all called 
Camann or Horiy, Scene, the commons in the BaU 
Tony of Forth. Time, a church holy-day. Walter 
relates how his son Thomas lost the game, by aim- , 
ing a strong blow at the bail, and, noising it, b^oke 
hk bat against a pisfltiine htil, 



A TOLA 
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A YOLA song. Tune-r-Collin and Phehe, 



FADE teil thee zo louruagb, co Jonc, zcJ knaggec, 
Th* iveithcsbaU carcagh, wafiir, an cornec. 
Lidge w'ous ana milagh, tis gay an louthee, , 

Huck nigher, y'art sc'udden, fartob zo hachce. 

Well, go9p» ch'hull be zeid, mot thee fartoo, an fa'de 
Ha deight ouz var gabble, tell ee Zin go t'glad^ 
Ch'am a stouk, an a donel ; woull leigh out ee d^y 
Th* ?aller w'speen here, th' (ass i Chourcb-hey* 

Yerstey w*had a barce, gist ing our hone 
Are gentrize ware bibbern, ameziil^ cou ho stone. 
Yith Muzlere had ba liole, t*was me Tommeen^ 
At by mizluck was i pit t'drive in, 

Joud an moud, vrt^m earchee ete, was i I^ugh 
Zitcb vaperren, an shimmereen, fan ee daff i tha'r scoth 
Zitch blakjpen, an blayeen, fan ee ball was ee drowe 
Chote well ar aim was t'yie ouz n'eer a blowe. 

Mot w'all 'ar bonst, hi soon was ee teight 
At 'ar enpne was var ameing 'ar 'ngish i height 
Zitch Tezzien, tart izzen 'till than w'ne'er zey , 
Nore zichel, n'eer well nowe nore n'eer mey. 

- Many 



YoQ seem all^9iifippiBh»>jiiiitetyiftp4)^|^|i|l.:.onni 'm.. : !' 
Lie with }Xibmk^^fmf^1iis£mjuiiaib^^ 
Come neWr, you're .rubbing your haxk, why so ill teioii 
pered^ •''="* '"• i '-> i nv • '' .h '>Ott.c'» ^f.-'T 

Well, gossip, it flhall.be told« you ask what ailame, fM 
for what; .... 

You haye put us In talk, ^till the sun goes to set* 
Vm a fool an^A^toifiei V«5jTtfl%/0«u*ft 4»y»f' ..51 i-y. 
The nvMd«eif#|ftpd9bf9«i'^^^4»^ .. r 

Yesterday ^W'hai m^gMij^ in out .Imiid^' < > : ^^ j : 1 A 
Their.gentry iHi|!to4qi!iakmg»^lbeiBiel9«SL^aBM.iiM.i^^ 
If good for littfti had been buried, it had been my Tomtoy; 
Whaby mislvfckwas^ placed to Attii in. '^ " ' '^^^ ''^ 

Throngj a^4 p^ojy^^fioji j|^gh ij^jriej oTt^e^Lgft^h^' 

Such vapouring and glittering^ when stdpt in their shirts. . 
Such bawling an4i4hi|i(»Q«»v|¥]i^ tfae.llall iP«|.l)«»vnis 

I saw ^fmj^]Bk!fm'^.»Bm ^.nfmrmMfpllf^ . ;/ 

But with all tketf ^brarsKlothey were ^oott'tsoght ' ' - 
That their «miitdWs'^mi^g^ bring^^g«teh-iip6tl:^^ 
Such driying and struggling ViU then we ne'er saw^ 
< Kor such never will, no, nor neVer may. 

V Many 



fV 



^4 An^tf^lSix. 

Many a bra drtmght, by Tommeen was ee mate, 
Th' cowlee-man fausteen ; zey well 'twas a nate 
Yith w|had any ll«|;kOti]riiaD]^4Qroi»4b' zung 
Vreem ee Choure here aloghe up to Cargun. 

Th' heiftem o* pley, veil all ing to lug^ 
An^BiM^ hui 'Tieblefe ^ !tfMMtiy Gourai(g./ 
W commanes't^H4>ple^thVbdl skir an idee^ » no { 

Our eein* Would' b- DU^rn 4' dkvnt vf ee skee. ' . // i^U 

w::/* .':. .> V' ;/ »;',.', m' v ^.iioJ : -*/.;< (.' yt' * i t»Tol# 

Than came ee shuUereen i teap an corkite^i. | , ... ^ 
Hi kinket an keilt i vewe ame t'wode snite ; ' 
Xitsk dellen hamothes, w^are nize i reed cl^y 
More troUen, an yalpen an moolten away.' 

.^vr/,t /-./..- ''I'.r/jff; fir.'- •... ., ...." 

NanmH^iMfneveir'W cry^tt^ToumMi/ • «' -I 

Fan-^onhitij^^yaftea'ridfap, an Tf«Merepilw^Beniw< '-^i^ 

A clugercheeitf gothtr/ alf ing^ |^ aa In hbtp . . • .,Y 

Wini6k*d atum Vme^ lick Ilufkos V 8hMp« ' : . i' ;. y.iT 

.V .« • •''. ' ' 'J .' ♦»•" .' 'vr.'-. '"♦.■' '"I I)< . >r 

T brek op ee bathe9> h^ bi^ na^po^|tee^., 
^ Tommeen was lous, an zo was ee baree; 
Oure hart cam^ ^ our taoutli, an zo w' all i green 
Th' hap an ee ferde an eb cHe was Tommeen. 

Up eame ee ban, ail a dap or a ke#e '•> 
Wott'd 2ar> mdl all arkagh Tar ee baniaogh4>10we 
W vengem too l^afd, he zttnk ee commane 
^W^tnough .et i.^1 ifig aeipothee knagfaaoe. i 



Many a hravesti^Jce by T^in|;» t^as ^Ja^?•^ .•* . 'dT 
The goatk^fier lreiQ|)}fiig^ ^aid vetl ^twas intended theip.^ 
If jrou had anyjuqk o^rJlasDe^ would have jb^eu sung, 
PjTom the ChouDB her^ ^be|a]qf up ,^ Cs^s^n. [two distatiL 

pomU qf^ the Barony,] ' ■ 



-t .( 



Theweigh,tof.tl\e|[>1ay fell inta the hollow^ 
Arid there we bad, Trebjere and sturdy Coturnug. [/»4 
/amousflaiiers.} ; . , . ., -^^ 

ITic ball-clubs they rattled, the ball rose and flew ; 
Our eyes '^ovAd lie dazzled to lo6k u^ 1^ the sky/ f : 

.,».! ,/./ \.' J. .;x: . /. •. ; oi;:.l> 

Then came ttie«h<M)ld^rlngj, tossing, and. tui|ibUng$ 

They kicked and^tcOled the fen that a]^ared. . ^ , 

Some diggii^g eacrth-mits wit)i their noses in red ciay| ^ 

Ifore rolling and spewing and pining away. ' ^ 

Nay, now or never Wi5 cry'd to Tommy, 
When Cournng ga^e a stroko^ andTreblere put witli*hiqi; 

[helped.] 
A crowd gathered up, all in pil^ and heap , 
Tumbled on pne-another like jSocks of sheep, ' 

To break up ihe goal they had not power; 
Tommy was open, and so was the goal. 
Our hearts came to our mouth, and so did all in th^ green, 
ipbB chance aqd the fear and the cry was Tommeen. 

Tip came the ball, and a tap or a shove 
Would serve ; but all eager for the bamagh stroke 
With venom too hard, he sunk his bat-club or bat^ 
And l^rolc^ the b^I^i in an enunot (jnmire} bill* 

vQ The 



lake a m6^i^2iD^'a''in^i8Y b^{^4i^ >ri'r 

Than sUiik^&l ^llJK;^i^V! «»'^«to<i * U • * H 

. Ha bo ! b« HUB ocwhei^^ tb'ast ee pait it, co Joae 

^e it noiiCh faaeVtf^V' 1^^'^^ 
7wiih thee aa Tommeeo, an ee amA 



Contf w* oas ga9|» l«ait]r/tlicasU aad M^lcheia; 
Outh o'me hone €b'iill no pait wP- Wathere. 
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the ted oVnhofc tlM» goai, Ae iwA mji^Labo<|f - 
like a fool 10 a mill, he looked in amazement; 
Then sUlked aad^wendered, «ndiOh! and with grief 
Ont joys five idl noothcred in apiamire hill. 

Hey-ho ! by mj conscience/ yQu hare ,f§vi it, ^mA 
John, 
Cive o'er yonrcrossBess, and give me your haad^ 
He Ihat knows what to say, mischief fetch the man. 
Betwixt ybii ^d Tommy and the pismire hiU* 

Come with us^^^ip X4irry» yourself and Mflesf 
Out of my haaid 111 hot part with Walter.* 
Joan set them a laughing, sh(S pleasid Ihem^ll, how*** 
She gaT9 them sometodo, as we are doing now: IDritikblgl 
iBp b)e99 i41pur ^ends, und Gpd iqpeedtfas ploa|^^ 
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